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TELEVISION TALENT SCOUT 


Stronger Voice For 
Seen in Election 


Washington, May 23. +4 


While the CIO Political Action 
gminittee claims the credit for de- 
gating Representative John Martin 
ostello of the 15th California dis- 
rict, the belief here is that the 
gitiing congressman’s inactivity on 
behal? of Hollywood and the motion 
ieture industry was a decided fac- 
in the result. 

Costello was roundly beaten. 26,900 
to 13,884, by Hal Styles, a radio com- 
mentator, who frankly declared his 


@lliance with the New Deal, Union | 
activity in the Hollywood studios} 
Was frankly against the Dies com- | 
mittee member, but it was a telling | 
@rgument that the sitting member, | 
while representing Hollywood, had 


been passive ‘in fighting its battles. 

hey blamed Costello for not waging 

@ more active fight against the 20° 

&@dmission taxes; and charged that 

he had confined his major activities | 

to draft deferment of U. S. workers 
and Dies witch-hunts. 

With the victory of Helen Gahagan 

Mrs. Melvyn Douglas) in the 14th 

istrict, the motion picture industry | 

will have two livewires on the Boor 

of the House. Miss Gahagan comes | 

from the 14th district. which is two- | 

| 

| 


commitiee 


to-one Democratic, and her election 
6eems assured, 
of Congressman 


Whe cacicd ths 


She takes the place 
F. Ford, | 


Thomas 


a. pic 
bership a bunch of nitwits, retired | 
because he was di with be- 


majority party | 


gusted 
in2z a member of the 


@nd seeing the minority run the| 
House, aided by Southern reaction- | 
St ies 


Tre victory of 
@ double 


Songressma? 


Helen Gahagan is 
Two years ago} 
Leland M. Ford of the 


imph. 


(Continued on page 2) 


Sings ‘Dixie,’ Cleve. 
Cafes Can’t Use It 


Cleveland, May 23 
vaude 


} 


Animal acts can still play 


Stands ‘re but niteries they are 
@out as welcome as the plague. } 

Ban was put on them by city’s 
health departme which warned 
night spots not to book any more 
t'rns carrying birds or dogs, | 

Cowshed and Lenny'’s Cafe were 


Slapped by health inspectors 
playing femme strippers featuring a 
trained macaw (Brazil parrot) and| 
hound. Neither of the spots, inspec- 
tors’ claimed, had adequate or! 
healthy quarters for animals. But! 
the chief kick was that the entertain-| 
permitted their pets to roam the! 
kitchen and filch food, 
é Last year health department gave| 
‘Ferdinand the Bull” and a donkey 
act their walking papers on similar 
charges but majority of clubs~=con- 
tinued booking animal novelties, This | 
time the lid’s Leing clampéd down, 
all. zoological exhibits except) 
“hese at the RKO Palace and the! 
Cuy s Zoo, 


for 


which concluded seven weeks at 
i Madison Square Garden Sunday 
(21), broke all boxoffice records for 


| Accordit 2 to 


| on regular 


of Styles, Gahagan 


Nitery Talent Forced To 
Radio by 30° Tariff 
Detroit. May 23. 
Stations here are doing plenty of 


auditioning these days. Most re- 
quests for jobs come from former 
nitery acts now out. of work with 
more than half the spots shuttered 
under 30°, tax blight. 

The stations, well loaded with 


regulars, are inaking few additions 
to their staffs, hcwever, since many 
new applicants ere limited to spe- 
cialties or adapt well .to the] 
radio. Some singers are finding spots 
on the air, however. 


$1,500,000 Grossed 
By Ringling Circus, 
Record N.Y. Take 


By JACK PULASKI 
Ringling, Barnum & Bailey ci 


dont 


Ircus, 


its annual metropolitan engagement. 


unimpeachable author- 


RELAYS EACH MONDA 


Firs to P 


Vision relay will be formally ir gu- 
rated tomorro (Thurs.) night by 
Eddie Cantor i i star role Talking 


and pert 1g from an NBC video 
studio in New York, he will greet 
the Poor Richard Club at Franklin 
Institute, Philadelphia. where James 
A. Carmine, v.p. of Philco Corp.. will 
pace the proceedings with a talk. 
Philco’s two-city television relay 
station at Mt. Rose. N.J., about half- 
way between N. Y. and Philly, will 
henceforth pick up the regular two- 
hour video shows (films) every Mon- 
day night which NBC presents in 
Relavs ta 
been 


rming 
orming 


Philly heretofore have 
strictly experimental and not ; 
schedule. 


2 
> 


Small Theatres Should Cash 
In on Video Film Trailers, 


Says B&K Head 


EXPLOITATION AID 


Chicago, May 23. 


cooperation 


Extremely close be-| 
tween the picture industry and tele-|! 
vision, with the film industry 
video as a 
as well as one of their major exploi-} 
tation mediums, is envisioned by 
John Balaban, head of B & K 
“There is little doubt but that 
next generation, due to tele, 
will develop not one 
‘Ginger Rogers,’ but 


using 


taient scou 


nation-wide 


ision, 
‘Gable.’ or one 
literally 


24) 


scores 


(Continued on page 


‘2d Frontitis Hits 


1) 
pu 
pudbile 


Ban On Sponsored News, Forums Seen 
Favored by White-Wheeler Committee 


Schoolmarm Returns 


To Vaude on Vacation 
A New Jersey public school! 
teacher, a former vaudevillian, has! 
somewhat of a novel idea on how to 
spend her summer school vacation. | 
‘As a result Florence Baird, who 
teaches voice and elocution in the 
Jersey school system, plans to team 
for vaudeville and nitery dates with | 
baritone John Ward, who formerly |} 
did a single. Miss Baird Jast profes-} 
sionally worked with Henri Benci. 

Baird and Ward will offer a new 
comedy turn highlighted by Miss 
Baird’s standard travesty on an op- 
eratic diva, 


Cols. Kirby and Cohen 


Overseas a Tipoff To 


Radio’s Invasion Role : 


Col. Ed Kirby, chief of the Army 


relations division radio bu- 


i reau, is in England as radio advisor 


London Legit Biz 


novices, 


Revival of Ade Hits 
Seen for Broadway. 


Death last week of George Ade, 
Heosier author who made a fortune 


eral 


ity, the gross topped $1,.500.000, 
nearly one quarter of a million over 
lu.t vear's Garden date Tarde AD 
The new high was established by | “Seecnd Frontitis’ and ite ane 
|} 95 performances, Big Top playing 10 lant snxieties are blamed for current 
| days longei eason than during | slump in West End show business 
spring of a year ago. Latter date} with only 10 shows (three of them 
as for 74 performances, takings | musicals cr revues) out of 30 now 
tie ha ~ en est fea at more | doing big trade > 
than $1,250,000 “There Shall Be No Night” (with 
Dui othe Sei the figures Lunt-Fonianne) at Aldwy “Ho 
printed OUT e RBB takings wv ere Are Tt ran At Home.” Apollo Unels 
the category of guesses but it IS| Harry,” Garrick; “While Su 
ur derstood that the Ne York gross | Shines ” Globe: “Lisbon Story.” 
never reached the $1.000.000 level | Hinpodicme: “Arsenic and Olc 
urtil 1942. Receipts from 1928 on-| Lace.” Strand; “Soldier for Christ- | 
ward varied and sometimes climbed |iras,” Vandeville; “Quiet Weekend | 
toward the latter mark, and it has| Wyndnam’s: “Sweeter and Lower.” 
been conceded that the outfit’s most A mbassac ors, and “Peekaboo,” new 
rrojitable date has been at the Gar- | Phyllis Dixev show. are r¢ aut d as 
ler | the show makine mone. Latte: 
This season the RBB Snow loeally | two are revues 
(Continued on page 32) } Several shows are expected to 
- : close shortly, “The Rest Is S 
N.Y. TO PHILLY TELE 
} otners recently osted provi ional 


meeting of 
dustry 
weekend. 


on Broadway shortly after the turn | 


of the century, has 
of reviving 
musicals 


inspired sugges- 
several of 
fo. 


star.dout Broadway. 


Perticularly mentioned are “The 
Suitan of Zulu” and “The College 
Vv-idow.” books of both, along with 


mest of the lyrics, having been writ- 
; ten by ‘Ade. 

Ade had a heart attack in 1914 and 
Guit Broadway afier a doctor told 
him: “You can't. collect royalties in 
a cemetery.” 


his | 
| Shumlin, 


to Gen. Eisenhower. William  S. 
Paley, CBS prexy, has been on leave 
of absence in the European combat 
zone on OWI duties for the past sev- 
months. And on..Mandayv (22) 
Phil Cohen. former OWI 
branch chief, was appointed directo! 
of ABSIE, powerful American 


domestic 


new 


broadcasting network on the othet 
side. Also reported that William 
Burke-Miller, manager of 


NBC's 
Dept. who resigned 
join the staff on 


ignment Gen. Eisen- 


Public Service 
last week, will 
special a from 
othe! 
ss to the 
out for radio as an 
participant in the 
pected occupations of 
territory on the European continent 

ABSIE is 


and a half 


developmen! 
bear witn role 


mapped 


important 
active 
invasion and e@x- 
enemy-held 
now broadcasting ei 
hours daily in 


SHOW BIZ ENDORSES 


NEGRO ‘PRINCIPLES’ 


A program ‘of treating the Negro 


yroblen in full truth t f 
eriousness aS a contribution to na 
tional unity was called for by 500 


stage. radio and film periormers at a 
the Entertainment In 

Emergency Committee last 
A ‘Declaration of Prin- 
ciples’ written by Maxwell Ander- | 


son, Lijlian Hellman and Peter Lyon | 


was read at the meeting by Herman 
theatrical producer, and 


; committee chairman. 


Declaration calls for a three-point | 


program, as follows: 
(a) Writers of book, plays, radio 


scripts, films und short stories are 


asked to cease teiling pre-Civil War | 
about the Negro. 
ib) 


The theatre, radio. dance 


(Continued on page 32) 


lowing 


piy 


Sweeping changes in today’s broad- 
casting setup including elimination 
of sponsored news commentators and 
analysts were blueprinted today as 
possible Congressional measures 
growing out ot current deliberations 
on the White-Wheeler bill. Follow- 
ing a closed session this morning of 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee, its chairman, Sen. Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler, Montana Democrat, 
outlined his feelings which may be 
strong indications as to the type of 
measure to be presented to the legis- 


' Washington, May 23. 


| lators with recommendation of pas- 
sage 
Also recommended by Wheeler 


was reduction in FCC personnel 
from seven to five and provision that 
the chairmanship be rotated each 
year, 


The 


vored 


said he 
setting forth 


Senator 
legislation 


Montana fa- 


fol- 
1. That all religious, 


and 


educational 


controversial public issue pro- 

broadcast on sustaining 
nets and indies. (This is 
taken to apply to forums as well as 


new 


grams be 
basis by 


cOmments and analyses.) 

2. Power limit of 50,000 watts. 

3. No channel duplications within 
750 miles. 

4. Equal time for both parties (or 
individuals) involved in controver- 
(This to 


lai radio discussions, ap- 


whecuer is sold Or donated.) 
5. Reduction of FCC and one-yeat 


chairman's tenure. 


Vheeler also declared for a law 


forbidding the FCC to discriminate 
in i ing broadeasting licenses 
aga ne paper ‘owners, etic. yr 
any particular race, class or creed, 


A. J. Balaban, Waring 
Turn Back Clock 21 


Years on Roxy Date 


Some 21 years ago at the Chicago, 
Tivoli and Riviera theatres, Chicago, 
A. J. Balaban (& Katz) engaged a 
young band, Fred Waring and hts 
Pennsylvanians, just out of Tyrone, 
Pa. and the U. of P., and } 

LO $900 K or a Oo-week 
Suara ee Waring layer 
no e B&K theatre Yes- 
terd f Ba ada gnat t 
Wari: aba nis I sylvania 19 a 
$20.000-:¢ ek picture house deal 
at the Roxy, on Broadway, with a 

aight 8-week contract for 390 

show If it hits the expected 37-2! 


week, the eight 


$200,Q00, a record 
commitment to any 


performances pe! 
weeks should gross 
theatre 
one band. 

Film is 
hours plus, 
an 18-mi 


single 
“Wilson.” which runs two 
Waring will be kept to 
ute presentation, and 
be cut proportionately to 
permit big turnovers. Opens around 
, at upped admission prices 
“Wilson” Darryl Zanuck 
special which 20th-Fox wants to ge 
many Americans as pos- 


tha 


Snows 


is the 


before as 


| sible, hence the Roxy spotting. Meze 
'zanine will be reserved at $2.20, with 
jest of the house scale tilted. 


} 
| 
Even If Your Dog 


2 MISCELLANY 
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Orson Goes on Disobedience Tear, 


Nearly Ad Libs Himself Out of $3,000 


By JACK HELLMAN + 
Hollywood, May 23. | 

Orson Welles made a mockery of 
his radio tagline, “obediently yours,” 
on a recent guest shot and went on 
a disobedience tear that would have 


Will Goes Home 
Hollywood, May 23. 
With simple ceremony the 
body of Will Rogers was moved 


put Mahatma Ghandi to shame. His 
ar res 

act was so overt that the agency and ark, where it has . 

. his death, to its final tomb in 


Claremore, Okla., his birthplace. 

There his remains will be 
placed in a native stone crypt be- 
side the Will Rogers Memorial 
Museum, 


client threatened to hold up his $3,- 
000 fee and even talked of taking 
him into court for damage done to 
the show. Next day it was decided 
to pay him off but never again to 
have him on any of the client’s pro- 
grams. 
Dubbed “Orsonic” by the agency | J M § | H 
boys who were victims of his dis- r. ISS t as 
obedience campaign, Welles made no T bl ¢ . A 
bones at his displeasure of the lines rou e etting 
assigned to him and bawled it all . F . Ni 
over the stage, at times raising his Pic Beau; ox S YX 
hi his sHow up ing for all the details to be ironed 
appy tro} f /out to the satisfaction of agent Nat 
Goldstone and author Joe Fields that 
he continually belittled the script) child srow older. P. S,, the deal is 
ig ‘off, and “Junior Miss” is once again 
can un 7 Ce < as 
rude.” On that score, say the agency a 
lads, he would have easily topped | 4). agent's conditions and demands 
the | approval of this or that 
decided to call the whole thing off. 
lines written for him and interjected Which makes this the second time 
| that “Junior Miss” was a bridesmaid 
gpa never quite to a picture 
}company. The other was a per- 
the agency contract he would have’ wentage deal with Mary Pickford 
noted a clause (United Artists), calling for a then 
porizing, oF, in e parlance, ad) record-high $350,000 guaranty. The 
libbing. His impromptu sallies, fur- | 99¢{h-Fox deal was 50% of the net 
ther reads the arraignment, “threw profits. 
everyone else off their lines and} Leland Hayward has since taken 
made a virtual shambles of the! over “Junior Miss” in N. Y. and may 
show.” For $3,000 the agency and | sell it to Warner Bros. or Hal B. 
client felt that he was well paid for| Wallis on flat or percentage deal. 
reading what was written for him} Wallis is also interested in “Wall- 
but Orson must have felt otherwise. | flower,” current Broadway comedy. 
Whether he knows it or not, Welles| He already has Lillian Hellman’s 
offended one of radio’s biggest ad-| “Search for the Wind.” 
vertisers, General Foods. 
As if that wasn't enough deviltry JANE FROMAN BACK 
for one week, Welles, yclept “The 
_Boy Wonder” ‘he’s 29 now), got the 
other network miffed at him for ON COMEBACK TRAIL 
to call “Radio Hall of Fame” Sunday (21) 
st such marks her real comeback to active 
e as “Orson professional work. Her “last four 
oves Orson. Later in the week a operations’—she now talks of them 
few of our overseas heroes, en route 


home from the Pacific, thought no the songstress has experienced— 
better of Welles when he grabbed off have resulted in marked improve- 
plane space east while they had to} ment, and she feels set now for 
stay behind. It seems that the!} redio, ete. 
Treasury Dept. summoned him for The series of oper&tions since the 
consultation on a Fifth War Loan! Lisbon clipper crash over a year 
Drive show and managed for him a| ago have been both physiological 
No. 2 priority. and for plastic surgery purposes. 
Otherwise Orson had a very dull/ Her right leg is still in a plaster cast 


end uneventful week. but she camouflages that in the 


Bernhardt reclining in 
& Models” 
HOSPITAL CIRCUIT 
Murray, Jordan Donate 


early this season, 
Blood for Ilka Chase 


Al Jolson will barnstorm his way 
back to Hollywood, playing hospitals, 
etc., in ad lib manner, | 

The star, now a Columbia film pro- | 


ducer, who came east expressly to | Bill Murray aid his aide, Wally 
emcee the final Philco-“Variety’| Jordan, in the William Morris 

Hall of Fame” show next Sunday | agency's radio dept., both con- 


(28), brought his pianist, Harry Akst,| tributed to the blood bank for Ilka 
€ast for the dual purpose of the ra-| Chase (Mrs. Murray), who will be 
cio program and the return trip via | bedded at Medical Center, N. Y., for 
the GI circuit. | several more weeks. 

She's been suffering from stomach 
trouble induced by nerves and hard 


Allen Going Ahead | work attendant to dramatizing her 


{best seller, “In Bed 
With Pl f Pic which she plans to star on Broad- 
| ans or IC way this fall. She's nixed a sum- 

Fred Allen's high blood pressure, | ™e! radio series in order to rest up. 
which caused him not to renew with | 
Texaco for several months—a layoff | 
similar to the six-month he “re- 
tired” last summer—is not keeping | 
him from a {‘ilm commitment. 

Allen is huddling with Morrie! 
Ryskind on the picture he 
Jack Skirball, and if the script jells | lance. 
the comedy star will do it this sum-| A picture each already has been 
mer. It's the same chore he was to/| signed for with RKO, Warner Bros. 
have done last year, | and 20th-Fox, they said. 

Allen states that when he returns| In their home town here, following 
to radio the Texas Co. naturally will | their engagement at the local Or- 
have first call on him. pheum, the Andrews Sisters. were 

| ‘vichions of a thief who broke into 


Ir their auto while it was parked down- 
rene ; lanning s Mexican | town and made away with $1,255 


Divorce From Mannheim ' worth of clothing and equipment. 
‘ Hollywood, May 23. | DWAN RINGS UP 400 


Holywood, May 38 
rom) Allan Dwan goes into his 400th 
her husband of seven years, H. E. T.! picture as director of “Are You a 
Mannheim, agent formerly connected | Mason?” to be produced by Edward 
with William Morris in New York,’ Small for United Artists release 
now in the service. : 
Couple agreed to split because snakes and Gun Powder,” for the 
their careers kept them separated. American Film Co., long defunct. 


Andrews’ Pic Plans 


Minneapolis, May 23. 
When their contract with Univer- 
Sal ends after two more pictures in 


| 20th Century-Fox refused to see the | 


The film company, impatient with | 


in wholesale iots, considering the 17 | 


We Cry,” in| 


owes} August, Andrews Sisters will free-.| 


First film for Dwan was “Rattle- | 


, WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944" 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


a show can have ‘oomph’—you've 
it. Delightful entertainment.” 
ANN SHERIDAN. 


Lardner Upholds His 


Criticism of Names 
| On Overseas Tours 


War correspondent John Lardner, 
recently returned to N. Y. from Italy, 
sticks to his dispatch from Naples in 
March which stirred up a_ hornet’s 
nest in the entertainment world. 

Writer had criticized Adolphe 
Menjou, George Raft, Kay Francis, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., and others for what 
he called inadequate, disappointing 
performances before troops. Lardner 
claims he heard stories of GI disap- 
pointment in these actors’ shows 
from a variety of sources and 
thought them newsworthy. He says 
he had them authenticated with 
Special Services and then filed the 
dispatch. He wasn't attacking any- 
one personally, he says; only report- 
ing the news. 

Lardner, who was in Italy since 
September, is back for two months’ 
rest. during which he'll go to Holly- 
wood to play himself in the film 
about Ernie Pyle. Then he goes 
overseas again. 


Bickford’s Legit? 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Charles Bickford has been offered 
the lead in “Emily Brown,” legiter 
being produced by Billy Rose. for 
Broadway with Orson Welles direct- 
ing. 

Actor still has to wind up work 
this week in “Wing and a Prayer” 
for 20th-Fox before he can accept. 


H’wood-D. C. 


' 


Continued from page 1 


| 16th district made an unprovoked 
| assault on Melvyn Douglas, husband, 
of the star. Ford relied upon his 
| friendship with studio bigwigs to put 
| him over in the election, but the re- 
| action Was 80 
| anti-Semitic speech—in 
called attention time and again to 
the fact that Douglas’ real name was 


unfavorable to the 


| Hesselberg—that Congressman Will 
|Rogers, Jr. was. elected over- 


whelmingly, without 


| speech in the district. 


making a 


that he will be vocal on behalf of 
|the motion picture industry. He 
ran a “Help Thy Neighbor” program 
|on a local station designed to get 
unemployed persons a job. Claims 
| 30.000 benefited as a result. Previ- 
| ously he had a roving reporter pro- 
| gram, interviewing passers-by over 


a portable microphone. His latest 
activity comprised programs, 
| “Lest We Forget” designed to ease 


| the returning pathway for returning 
}war veterans; the other “Young 
America Speaks,” combating juve- 
nile delinquency. 
| Styles. when first announced as a 
Democratic candidate was considered 
a joke. But his radio audience had 
created goodwill for his cause, the 
CIO committee helped, and the in- 
| effective campaign of Congressman 
| Costello brought about the victory. 
| Costello won in the Republican pri- 
; mary, but his defeat in the primary 
| of his own party bars him from the 
| ballot. 
These two victories assure the in- 
dustry a more effective representa- 
j tion in the next Congress. Helen 
| Gahagan is a Democratic glamour 
girl who can match for pulehritude 
the Republican’s Clare Booth Luce. 
| She is a close friend of the Admin- 
istration, and on her frequent visits 
,to Washington stops at the White 
| House as the First Lady’s guest. 


which he} 


| Hal Styles has assured his backers | 


} 
| 


| it all from the ground up in an astonishingly short time. 


SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully OOS 
Hollywood, May 23. 

It's one of the oldest aphorisms of this particular Book that life always 
gives you what you want if you want it long enough but not at the time 
you want it most. 

For years one particular personal ven took the form of wanting to see 
Hollywood represented in government by its own people, not by under- 
world or overworld stooges who you'd be ashamed to introduce to your 
best friends. 

Well, it’s coming in on a wing and a prayer, folks. Show business hag 
half a dozen candidates in the field last week and practically all of them 
came through, four on their first effort. These were Hal Styles, radio 
commentator, for Congress in the Hollywood district; Helen Gahagan ‘Mrs, 
Melvyn Douglas) for Congress in the poorer end of town; Lucille «Mrs. 
Jimmy) Gleason for the Assembly in Beverly Hills, and Albert Dekker 
(Par contractee) for the Assembly in Hollywood. 

Move Over, Clare Luce! 

Though Dekker is the Book's proudest entry, the performances of Haj 
Styles and Lucille Gleason deserve the Oscars because they were running 
against entrenched incumbents and were 50 to 1 shots at best. 

Believing that democracy rots at the bottom long before it’s sold out at 
the top, you can imagine how these victories have fortified the battered 
ego of Franklin D. Scully ditched in a gully. .I feel like the pilots who 
have been softening up Hitler's continental fortress, only to get clipped 
just as a successful invasion of ground troops gets under way. For 10 
years I tried to delouse the Coney Island of California, this Dreamland 
where every prospect pleases and only man is vile, and I've lived to see 
the day when people in show business have become alert to the threat to 
their own liberties and, like the embattled farmers of Lexington, dropped 
everything and fired some shots that were heard ’round the world. 

Give these glamor kids a great big hand, America. For quitting the 
managed applause of the studios for the rough and tumble of the political 
scene they deserve a heartfelt salvo. Newcomers in the main to this mid- 
way of the worlds carnival they had to face the routine of, “If vou don't 
like this place, go back where you came from.” They answered it. as I 
did years ago, by telling the entrenched heels, “I don't like if, but I'm 
changing it. 
I'm staying.” 


Costello Loses Out 


Congressman John Costello. who was defeated by Radio Commentator 
Harold Styles for the Democratic nomination, but won the Renublican nod, 
actually milked himself out of the latter. Law provides that candidate 
who files on both tickets must win his own party’s approval. Otherwise 
opposition vote is no dice. Costello, in urief, is washed up. 

Paramount ordered Albert Dekker into a beard for “Two Years Before 
the Mast” two weeks before the election. Beard practically isolated him 
from public appearances as a candidate for the Assembly. To offset this 
Dekker went on a radio and telephone campaign and won. Next time 
television is expected to block that runaround, 


Call for “One Little WAC” 

The same night that Messrs. Styles and Dekker and Mmes. Gleason and 
Douglas were breathlessly listening to election returns in California, 
Milton Berle, at the other frontier of these increasingly United States, 
was airing for the first time a new song by Private Frank Loesser called 
“One Little WAC.” Twenty litth WACS from Fort Hamilton plugged the 
song for their sad sack between the Miltonic pencil-sharpenings. 

It was*a catchy number full of enlightening propaganda, adult enter- 


‘tainment, being neither too young nor too old, and a relief from the heavy 


barrage of Tuesday comedy programs which seem to depend on ear- 
splitting sound effects to indicate that somebody, in handing teacher a big 
red apple, knocked an ink bottle off her desk. These comedy programs 
often of late have had one of Hollywood's glamor gals exhorting more 
lowly clucks to drop everything and join these same under-femmed WACS. 

These patriotic commercials are usually so short that the names of the 
stars who have responded to one of their own exhortations are never 
announ@ed. 

We hear of the exploits of male stars like Majors J. Stewart and C. 
Gable, captains like R. Taylor. D. Niven and R. Reagan and even non-coms 
like F. Loesser and M. Hargrove. but of women in uniform, not a word. 


Girls Without Uniforms? 

Practically all of the femme stars have played warrior parts in pictures, 
and K. Hepburn even did a strip-tease in legit years ago in “The Warrior's 
Husband.” But in this war Kipling’s deadlier sex has been so modest 
about billing that they're likely to be cased as introverts. 

Or can it be that none of them has joined the various armed forces 
which they so freely extol as just the thing for others? 

There may be tear-stained cries from such stars who have entertained 
on various battlefronts that they have done their best in the field for 
which they were best fitted and could not go to war as nurses, say. hev- 
ing no qualifications for it bevond playing at it as did P. Goddard, C. Col- 
bert and V. Lake in “So Proudly We Hail.” 

But the obvious answer to that is that they did not perform better than 
actors as Camp entertainers, and many of these, seeing the limited scope 
of their miming specialties. joined one of the fighting forces and learned 
They might not 


| become the female counterparts of high ranking naval officers as Lieut. 
|Commanders D. Fairbanks and R. Montgomery, but they could at least 


do as well as Boatswain's Mate V. Mature and Seaman C. Romero. Or is it 
going to be argued that the basic training for WACS\or the boot training 
for WAVES, SPARS and Mareenes is beyond the talents of femme stars? 

Let's have the facts, boys and girls. Rushing to the Hollywood Canteen 
long enough to be photographed with some G. I. Joes and then rushing off 
to the Strip to be entertained by some debutank cracking eggs on Errol 
Flynn's head is not being a WAC, or a WAVE, or even an alert citizen in 
this war of survival. 

By Their Sons You'll Know Them 

In filing this minority report I seem to have overlooked one of the most 
inspiring examples of patriotic behavior. That is Will Rovers. Jr. He at 
least has realized that if you want to keep your liberties you have to 
exercise your freedom of choice and not always be pushed into it by 
Government action. 

A successful newspaper publisher in Beverly Hills, he quit three vears 
ago and joined the Army. While on active duty, he was nominated and 
elected to Congress, succeeding a politician with no more idealism than a 
magpie. 

After one term in Congress, starred with fine votes which assured his 
reelection, and protected as he was by law from any draft, he decided that 
between service in the combat forces and a cushy job in Congress, or 
anywhere else for that matter, there was no choice in 1944 except in 
uniform. 

What About Madeleine Carroli? 

He urged ex-Lieut.-Governor Ellis Patterson, a veteran of the last war 
and too old for this one, to take over his seat in Congress. Well it was 4 
step down for Patterson, but in this world struggle we are all on the 
same level, or should be. Patterson ran and with the valiant help of 
Hollywood won the nomination. 

He faces in the runoff Hon. Jesse Kellems, a brother of that gal Vivien 
of Westport, Conn., who told her fellow-industrialists not to pay their 
income taxes this year 

That Patterson will win in November is not a foregone conclusion. but 
if he does, Lieut. Will Rogers deserves a special citation for behavior over 
and above the call of duty 

Meanwhile he gets the Scrapbook of the Month award for May 
wa a glamor gal willing to take the June award by becoming # 

AC? 


You go back where I came from and you won't like it either. 
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PICTURES 


BREAK 


Wallis Will Do at Least 2-a-Year 


For Par; Canadian Vacation First 


Hal Wallis heads for a Canadian 
when he! 


vacation after this week, 


winds up his affairs in New York, | 


and then in September he starts 
rolling on his independent produc- 
tion unit via Paramount distribu- 
tion. Par is putting up $1,500,000 
on a deal comparable to the Cecil 
B. deMille arrangement. Joe Hazen, 
Vallis’ associate, was largely instru- 
mental in swinging the deal with 
Par due to his (Hazen’s) associa- 
tions with Barney Balaban, et al. 
Wallis must make at least two a 
year and up to five films, depend- 
ing on film properties. He has the 
Lillian Hellman (Herman Shumlin) 
play “The Searching Wind,” and is 
aiso interested in “Junior Miss,” Joe 
Fields’ last-season comedy smash 
which, for a second jime, is again 
on the open market (see separate 
story’. Wallis is also o.0.ing “The 
Wallilower,” current Broadway 
piece, and there is still the possi- 
bility of a Theatre Guild deal jelling 


although, as Lesier Cowan, Gilbert | 


Miller, et al., previously discovered. 


the available TG properties which | 


have not as yet been filmed or Hol- | 


Iywood-committed, are few. 

Wallis turned down a “terribl 
in.ocortant” offer from Metro to clo 
with Paramount. And the J. Arth 


Rank (Eagle-Lion Films) offer was 
likewise spoken of, by Wallis, as 
“very attractive.” 


SELZNICK’S ‘SINCE’ 
OPENS N.Y., L.A., JULY 


Plans are being laid by Neil F. 
Agnew, v.p. in charge of distribution 
for Vanguard (Selznick), for initial 
openings of “Since You Went Away” 
in N. Y. and Los Angeles. probably 
some time in July. While picture 
will Open at about the same time in 
these two spots only at the begin- 


ning, and prior to selling of the pic- 


ture, it is possible L. A. 
jump by a few days. 


may get the 


| 

Wallis’ Par Deal 
Hal B. Wallis’ dé@al with Para- 

mount is for four years. at least; 


two pix per annum, each own- 
ing 50° of the stock in Wallis 
Productions. For this Par puts | 
up $1.500,000. Wallis to get all 
technical and other Par facili- 
ties. but no. first-call on Par 
talent. as at Warners. 


+ 


DECREE 


| 
By MORI KRUSHEN | 


United States 
Francis 


General 
about 


Attorney 

Biddl. is reported | 
ready to step into negotiations which 
have been going on between the Big | 
Five motion picture companies and | 
exhibitor organizations with the De- | 
partment of Justice in an effort to 
adjust differences and break the! 
deadlock over conditions for a new) 


Rumbles from the Coast on consent decree designed to govern | 
Buddy deSylva’s attitude (de- | motion picture trade practices. 


tailed herewith) may be clarified | 
when Y. Frank Freeman, Par ! 
v.p., gets into New York todav 
(Wed.) from Atlanta, where he 
is visiting his hometown. 


Wallis’ Par Deal Stirs 
Coast Conjecture 


"Buddy DeSylva’s Plans 


Hollywood, May 23. 

With a deal set for Hal Wallis to 
join Paramount on a special setup, it | 
will be interesting to watch the atti- | 
ude of B. G. DeSylva, exec producer 
oa the lot. | 

Latter, before going on his vaca- | 
tion six weeks ago, was rather un- | 
restful with respect to remaining | 
with the company. After his return. | 
when he heard about the possibility | 
of Wallis joining Paramount, he is 


| reported to have become that way | 


again. 


DeSylva, when joining the com- |} 


| pany several years ago as a unit pro- | 


i ducer, was swayed to take over as| 


| €xec 


producer when William Le 
Baron left, and he accepted the re- 
sponsibility of all top productions. 
Of late. he is said to have tired of 
the huge task and his eye has been | 
cast toward production independent- 
ly on his own, especially with a pro- | 


| ducer coming into the company on a 


| deal 
| sponsible to 


Except that “Since” will be mar- | 


keied under individual contract, with 
release through United Artists chan- 
nels. no sales policy has been deter- 
inined, according to Agnew. 

Vanguard's v.p. states, 
that with anticipated availability ot 
prints June 25 or thereabouts, sev- 
eral selected screenings will be set 
up tor the press, circuit heads, buy- 
ers and others. 

Though the Selznick production 
now stands at two hours and 50 min- 


however. | 


utes, it is possible it may be trimmed | 


(20TH, AMECHE AGREE 


depends on Selznick’s opinion in the | 


to a little less than this time when 
ultimately shown. That. of course. 
Mailer, 


Wood Picks Daughter, 
K. T. Stevens, for Lead 


Hollywood, May 23 
Sam Wood picked his daughter. 
K. T. Stevens, for femme lead in his 
forthcoming production, “The Kin- 
caids.” for Columbia release. 
Picture will be an adaptation of 
“The Land is Bright.” the George S. 
Kauiman-Edna Ferber legit play. 


Stage Prod. Before Pic 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Lester Cowan postponed 


produc- 


‘tion of his picture, “The Open Road 


and arranged with Larry Schwab to 
Present it on the stage during the 


summer opera season in St. Louis 
betove filming. 

Reason for the -shift is that Rise 
Stevens, slated to star in the film. 


will not be 
autumn. 


available until late in 


Carole Landis’ Grippe 


Hollywood, May 23. 


whereby he would not be re- 
him, as the situation 
would be with Wallis. 

DeSylva is independently wealthy. 
and has expressed a desire to unload | 
himself of responsibilities of over-all | 
production many times since coming 
into the Paramount fold. 

It may not be surprising to see him 
consummate a deal with David O.! 
Selznick, whereby the latter would 
arrange to have one picture a year 
released through United Artists for 
him. 


ON CONCLUDING PACT 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Don meche checks off the 20th- 


Fox 


when his contract expires. By mu- 


lot at the end of next 


month 
tual consent. the company permitted 
its option to lapse, ending an asso- 
covering 
Actor 


and studio are understood to be ne-| 


ciation of eight years, 


Ameche’s entire film career. 


gotiating for a one-or-two picture 


contract per year, without an exclu- | 


sive clause. 


| 


Carole Landis, stricken with intes-| 


tinal grippe, collapsed on the set of 
“Having Wonderful Crime” and was 
taken home. Actress had performed 
at Camp Hunter Liggett in the rain 
and developed a heavy cold and 
fever, but insisted on working. 

She 


tor announced, 


is bedded at home for an in- 
determinate length of time her doc-; rected by Jean Renoir, starting early 


Currently on a tour of military 
t, Ameche is due} 
no picture assign- 


hospitals im the east, 
home June 7, with 
ments on the lot. His last was “Wing 
and a Prayer.’ During the last two 
vears he was the highest-paid actor 
studio contract list, drawing 


about $5.000 weekly. | 


on the 


McCreas (Frances Dee) — 
In Loew-Hakim Film 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Joel McCrea and Frances Dee, who | 
in private life are Mr. and Mrs., will | 
“Hold Autumn in Hand.” | 


to be co-produced by David L. Loew 


co-star in 


and Robert Hakim for autumn re- 
lease through United Artists. | 

Film. based on a_ prize-winning 
novel by George Sessions, will be di- | 


fin July. | 


'torneys during the past week cen- 


potentials and stories lined up in the 


Discussion among film industry at-! 


tered about the new development, | 
with some talk. that Biddle may} 
meet with industry representatives, | 
!who have been negotiating with | 
| U. S. Assistant Attorney General 
Tom Clark. } 


Biddle, in-tackling one of the knot-| 


| tiest picture trade problems in dec- 


divergent views on the proposals for 
governing the industry by consent. 
Proposed decree, affecting the opera- 
tions of some 17,000 theatres, has | 
roused strong opposition from inde- 
pendent theatre operators and inde- 
pendent booking-buying combines 
representing groups of independent | 
operators despite the fact that the 
Big Five contend they have made | 
more than 20 major concessions in | 
the last decree draft. 

Meantime, despite reports for 
many weeks past that consent decree 
talks were virtually stalemated,} 
three additional changes have been 
proposed, during the past .week, inj 
the “final” new consent decree draft 
of Jan. 20, i944. 

Three Decree Changes 


ns Gee | 
ades, will be confronted with widely | 


Changes concern Sections 4 and 11 
of the proposed new consent decree, 
involving (1) Cancellation privileges. 
(2) Showcase theatres. (3) “Locked | 
out” producer-distribuiors. 

Under the latest proposals the Big | 


‘Continued on page 34) 


Over 15,000 Cinemas Set 
To Flash M-G Trademark 


Recording a new high in number | 
of theatres to flash a film company 
trademark, Metro has lined up 15,108 | 
situations so far for showing some | 
type of Metro picture during the 
company’s 20th anniversary week 
June 22-28. 

To date 11 
ported 100°, 
there wiii 
changes in the same category by the 


exchanges have re- | 
representation and 
iikeiy ve fuui wore €X- 
end of this week.- 


Warners Returning Soon, 
Einfeld, Todd, Rapf West 
Jack L. Warner and Harry M 

return to the Coast in two 
veeks or so. Charlie Einfeld left 

for Burbank Monday (22), accom- 
new aide, James Allen, 
have been in New 


Warne 


panied by his 
ex-OWI. All 
York several weeks. 

Mike Todd heads for Hollywood 
today (Wed. on his proposed indie 
picture deal. 

Hariy Rapf. the 


Is anotnel returner 


Metro producer, 

today a 
long sojourn east He’s hastenin 
vest because his youngest 
Matthew Rapf (Navy), 


since Caledonia campaign, is due to 


son, Lt. | 


hospitalized | 


leave soon 


Schreiber in N. Y. 
Lew Schreiber, executive assistant 
to Darryl Zanuck, in N. Y. from the 
Coast on production matters. 
Besides looking at new legit pro- | 
ductions. he will check on new talent | 


act 
east. 


McCONVILLE TO ENG. 


Joseph McConville, Columbia Pic- 


ures v.p. in charge of foreign dis- ; 
ribttion, has gone to England for | 
mifabs with Joseph Friedman, the 


comvoanv'’s managing director in 
Britain. 


Will discuss general 


| 
distribution | 
matters tnere, | 


+ 


my opinion. 


| there any contemplated.” 


|} a new 2,.000-seat 


-RANK’S $1,000,000 


‘Sol Wurtzel Checks Out 


| Fox Films and 
| Wurtzel has checked off the lot 


Non-British Stockholders (20th) 
6B Win Minority Rights; Larry 


Kent on Theatre Operating Comm. 


Pix Divvys Up 
Washington, May 23. 

During the first four months 
of 1944, the picture industry paid 
out $5.350,000 in dividends, as 
contrasted with $3,121,000 to | 
stockholders during the same 
period last vear, Department of | 
Commerce reports. 

April dividends were $1,225,- | 
000, or $66,000 above April, 1943. | 
Figures are based on the reports 
of 18 corporations. 


U’s Szekler tess U.S. 
Product More Vital 
In Brazil Post-War 


United States film product will be. 
an even more important factor in 


Brazil’s show business after the war! 
than now, according to Alexander 
Szekler, Universal's general man- 


ager there, in N. Y. Monday (22) for | 
homeoffice confabs. He bases this on 


the fact that grosses on current 
product are 30°, over last year. 
Szekler pointed out that more na- 


tives are learning English, and there- 
fore appreciate films more than ever 
before. 


“U. S. embassy attaches sit in on) 
all trade talks in Brazil and thus} 
have a better perspective of what 
deals are being made,” Szekler said. | 
“That country is the most pro-United | 
States nation in South America in 
There has been no leg-| 
islation against U. S. product, nor is 


Despite the gas shortage, Brazil 
grosses are booming. he said. Accora- | 
ing to Szekler, “Phantom of the) 
Opera” rang up new records for, 
U.S. pictures wherever played there. | 
being “100°, in Rio de Janeiro and | 
40°, in Sao Paulo over any Holly- 
wood picture to play in these cities.” 

Seven new theatres have been 
built in Brazil in the past year, and 
house is going up 


| in Sao Paulo. Some smaller houses 


have been taken over by the govern- 
ment for use in a legitimate theatre 
project. Szekler goes to Coast betore 


| returning to Rio. 


LONDON TAKEOVER 


London, May 23. 


Rank has bought the Regal 
Arch and the entire island 


Arthur 
at Marble 
properties comprising the business 
Regal was leased for 
several years to Associated British 
Picture Corp. Sellers are A. E 
Abrahams, owner of the theatre, and 
Lyons, big caterers, who owned the 
remainder of the property. 

Understood that the deal involved 
more than $1,000,000. 


premises. 


At 20th After 30 Years 


Hollywood, May 23 

Winding up 30 years’ service with 
20th-Fox,. Sol M. 
with- 
out any immediate plans 

His exit called for a switch in pro- 
duction William Perl- 
into the Wurtzel suite,. 
and Bryan Foy entering the old Perl- 
berg office. 


Coast Rest 


J. Robert Rubin, Metro legal top- 
per, leaves for Santa Barbara, Cal.. 
around June 15 for a Jong-delayed 
vacation. Plans to stay on the Coas! 
about a month, 

Bill Rodgers, v.p. and general sale: 
Manager for Metro, heads for the 
Coast in about three wees to look 
over new product at the sti:dios and 


set up the eighth block of pictures. 


offices, with 


berg moving 


+ 


mont-British. 
| Loew’s combined formerly held 49% 


trol, 


Most significant phase of deal 
made by Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox 
prexy, with J. Arthur Rank, is that 
it provides for the enfranchisement 
of non-British stockholders in Gau- 
Though 20th-Fox and 


of the Metropolis & Bradford Trust 
(holding company for G-B). the 
American companies never had a 
voice or vote in the management of 
the company. 

While Rank now has wider 
20th remaining the 
portant _non-British minority stock- 
holder, the latter assumes more im- 
portance in the affairs of the British 
organization under the new arrange. 
ments giving 20th representation on 
the board, a_ voice in operating 
policies, and other minority voting 
privileges previously denied 

Under the deal Larry Ket, ex- 
ecutive assistant to Skouras (form- 
erly in charge of filmbuying for 
Fox-West Coast Theatres under 
Charles P. Skouras), becomes a 
member of the new Gaumont- 
British Theatre Operating Commit- 
tee which is to supervise film buy- 
ing, among other matters. Skouras 


sole 


and Kent both become members of 


the Gaumont-British board of di- 
rectors, with Kent planning a perma- 
nent stay in England looking after 
20th-Fox interests there. Kent ex- 
pects to leave for England 
time in August. 

Under the Skouras-Rank deal 
Loew's, Inc., 2444 interest in M&B 
Was purchased for $2,500.000, 
originally paid by Loew's for 

(Continued on page 39) 


some 


price 


these 


‘DICK TRACY’ CARTOON 


SET FOR RKO FILMS 


Having set a two-a-year 
deal for a possible RKO 
“Dick Tracy” films, Leo Morrisoa 
returns to the Coast today (Wed.), 
The Chester Gould strip, syndicated 
by the Chicago Tribune, is handled 
by Famous Artists Syndicate ¢Al 
Lowenthal) for theatrical purposes. 

Morrison 
musicomedy, 


picture 


series 


also has a_ yesteryear 
Air,” 
Wen- 


will try to sell for 


“Castles in the 
by Raymond Peck and Perey 
rich, which he 
pictures. 
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Film Biz Geared for Strong Pitch On 


oth War Loan: Kickoff in Texarkana 


Washington, May 23. 


Fifth War Loan Drive kicks off in | 


Texarkana, Texas, Monday night, | 
June 12, a sharp change from the 
previous policy of opening in New 
York and Washington. 

Plan calls for an all-star, one-hour, 
four-network radio show, which will 
include pickups in Hollywood, Mex- 
ico City and other spots. 

Dramatic script is being written 
by Orson Welles, who will attempt 
to tie the show closer together than 
in previous drive kickoffs. 


Showing up in Texarkana with 
Welles will be Secretary of the 
Treasury Henry Morgenthau, Jr., 
Walter Huston, Joseph Cotten, 
Jimmy Durante, Agnes Moorhead 


and probably several other show biz | 


reps. 

Hollywood pickup will include Ed- 
ward Arnold, Edward G. Robinson, 
Paul Muni, Lionel Barrymore, Wal- 
ter Pidgeon and Ray Collins. Dor- 
othy Maynard is also slated to be 
heard. 

Steki in Mexico 

Mexico City end will have Leopold 
Stokowski conducting the Mexican 
Symphony Orchestra in Shostako- 
vitch’s “Song of the United Nations.” 
Whether or not President Roosevelt 
will speak in the initial program is 
not yet definite. 

Unusual angle in the Texarkana 
ceremonies wil tie-in the governors 
of Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louis- 
iana and New Mexico, all of whom 
will be present at the opening show. 
Idea is aimed particularly at a “Gird- 
ing for D-Day” plug which the area 
will sponsor to counteract the drift- 
ing away of thousands of war work- 
ers. Texarkana ceremonies will be 
held in the new 2,000-seat Paramount 
theatre there. Time of broadcast is 
expected to be 9-10 p.m.. EWT. 

Former bond kickoffs were held 
the Sunday night prior to the start 
ot the drives. The coming bond rally, 
however, will tee off on a Monday, 
since it will originate in the heart 
of the Bible belt and the War Bond 
Committee intends taking no chances 
unfavorable 


on a possible reaction 
there 
In High Gear 
Motion picture industry’s Fifth 


War Loan campaign “moved into 
high gear last week as June 12, D- 
Day for the drive, neared. Activi- 
ties throughout the country, under 
the national chairmanship of R. J. 
O'Donnell were _ intensified, field 
force operations tightened generally 
and preparations brought close to 
completion, 

Following a meeting with R. H. 
Kennedy, Fifth War Loan vice-chair- 
man, IATSE officials announced that 
the union would place all its re- 
sources and manpower behind the 
drive. Projectionists, Stagehands and 
others in the 50,000 membership of 
the 800 locals of International will 
intensify efforts to help the indus- 
try’s campaign by buying more 
bonds than ever before, by helping | 
sell more and by cooperating with | 
exhibitors and Hollywood studios. 

it is understood that Richard | 
Walsh, IATSE president, will devote | 


considerable attention to the forth- | 


| by 


| 


“G-REEL OW! FILM TIES 
IN WITH 5TH WAR LOAN 


“Attack! The Battle of New Brit- 
ain,” six-reel Office of War Informa 
tion subject, is being released free to| 
exhibitors through the War Activi-| 
ties Committee. War Department has} 
turned over 450 prints to the WAC 
to speed distribution. 

RKO, handling distribution w ith-| 
out charge, is slated to release “At-| 
tack!” June 12 so as to tie in with| 
the Fifth War Loan campaign. 

Film was. photographed by the. 
U. S. Army Signal Corps, with al 
series of air shots made by the Air 
Force photogs. 


‘Movie Therapy’ Helps 
Ease Shock of Battle 
Of U.S. Troops, Sez Coe 


St. Louis, May 23. 


“Movie therapy,” a phrase coined 

Charles Francis Coe, vice-presi- | 
dent of Hays office, described as| 
showing films near the battle front, | 
has done much to ease post-battle | 
shock. Coe told a joint meeting of 
Better Films Council of St. Louis and 
local Chamber of Commerce that 
“movies are of definite medical value 
in preventing shock, which often oc- 
curs after a man has been through | 
heavy combat.” a 

As soon as men come out of com- 
bat and before the horrors of battle 
have had time to prey upon their 
minds motion pictures are shown,” 
he said. “Stress of fighting tends to 
make men feel that their world is 
collapsing around them. But when 
they see a movie of an American 
girl walking down the street under a 
row of elm trees, or some other typi- 
cal home scene, they quickly get 
their bearings and remember what 
they are fighting for.” Coe said that 
150 16-millimeter prints of every 


| filling hindrances 


| trailers. 


‘O'Donnell Makes It 
Easier for Showmen 
To Join Bond Drive 


_R. J. O'Donnell, 
for the motion picture 
Fifth War Loan drive, has advised 
| exhibitors throughout the country 
that the mechanics of the current 
campaign will be simplified so as to 
relieve exhibs of the many form- 
which prevailed 
, during previous drives. 


In his message to exhibs, O’Don-| 


nell states, “We know youre up| 
against a tough manpower problem | 


| and that you're operating your thea- | 
| tre 


under greater handicaps than 
ever before and we also know that 
you want to take as active a part in 
the Fifth War Loan Campaign 
possible and so we're going to do 


_everything in our power to make it 


as easy as possible for you to par- 
ticipate in this great undertaking. 


“We aren’t going to ask you to 
sign another pledge. When you 
signed your original pledge you sig- 
nified your willingness to take part 
in worthwhile activities of this kind. 
We aren't going to ask you to order 
These will be sent to you 
without an order. We aren't going 
to ask you to make a lot of reports 
during the drive...just one short one 
at the end. 


“It has been brought to our atten- 
tion that many exhibitors who really 
wanted advertising kits during the 
former War Bond campaigns were 
unable to get them. So in the Fight- 
ing Fifth we are going to mail you, 
a kit. It’s got what you want when 
you want it. It’s full of tried and 
true ideas designed to sell bonds and 
it gets to you via the U. S. Post Of- 
fice.” 


Exhibs are required to send $1 to 
the War Activities Committee, when 
the kit reaches them, to cover cost of 
the material. 


WPB Amus. Unit 
Due for Shakeup 


Washington, May 23. 
The Amusement and Recreation 


major picture produced are supplied 
the armed forces. He also stated 
that the films are flown to the front 
with other supplies. 


section of the War Production Board 
| Office of Civilian Requirements, 
| W hich passes on new equipment, re- 
|pair parts and the construction of 
theatres for the amusement industry, | 
is going throygh a shakeup which 


Legion Post 
Kudos Film Industry 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Film business got a pat on the back 
in a resolution adopted by the 23d | 
Engineers Post, American Legion, 
“affirming its confidence in the} 
achievements of the motion picture 
industry as a significant source of | 


entertainment, a major contributor 
to our united war effort and a con- 
sistent force for progress.” 
Resolution lauds the work of 
screen players in camp entertain- 
| | ment, and the theatres for their sales 


| of war bonds and collections for Red | 


| Cross and. other patriotic campaigns. 


coming bond drive during the bien- | 


nial IATSE convention in St. 
week of May 29. 
In lowa, 


bend preems are scheduled, around | Major's 27 


meantime, more than 200 | a sky-battle over Paris, 


Louis | famous “Cocktail Kids,” knocked out 


| 22 German fighters in 15 minutes in 
one of the 


bombing missions over 


three times as many as during the | Germany and France. 


fourth war joan. Around 
compared with a total of 
48 during the Fourth War Loan 


campaign. 


N. Y. area have completed appoint- 
ments of district captains in this ter- 
ritory to maintain a 


with every theatre manager 
owner. Kickoff for the drive 
planned in Times Square on June 9,!| made on 


with a parade 


134 | 
preems are already set in the Iowa /tini said that America’s 
territory, 


constant check | front. 


of armed troops and: Martini, 
equipment which will later in the| Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, | 


day “invade” all the other boroughs. | 

An all-industry regional meeting | 
was held in Indianapolis last week | 
at the Indianapolis Athletic Club. | 


with more_than 200 attending. Marc 
J. Wolff, Indiana state chairman for 
the War Activities Committee pre- | 
sided, with O'Donnell 
speakers. 

George Ettinger, 
licist,. moved over to the War 
livities Committee headquarters 
N. Y. to assist Al Finestone in han- 
dling campaign exploitation. 

Accompanying O’Donneli and other | 
members of the industry campaign | 
committees on a swing around the 


Ac- | 


country is Major Allen V. Martini, ‘July 8 


whose Flying Fortress crew, the | 


among the! Essex County War Finance Commit- 
Columbia pub- | ment of Adam A. Adams as chair- 


in| and Jay Wren as co-chairmen of the 


In one of his addresses Major Mar- 
fighters on 
the battlefronts “are not boys any 
more, theyre men, serious about 


their jobs and they want the peo- | 
Borough chairmen serving in the! | ple on the home front to be just as! 


There is too| 
complacency on the home| 
You of the motion picture | 


serious about theirs. 
much 


and industry should spread the gospel | 
is | that tremendous efforts must still be | 


the home front.’ Major | 
a Texan, holds the Silver | 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf | 
clusters and the Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross of Britain. 
Jersey Team 
Newark, May 23. 

William C. Cope, chairman of the 


| tee, today announced the appoint- 


man, with Ben,Griefer, Frank Dailey 


special activities committee to set up 
plans for Newark’s show business 
| participation in the’ forthcoming 
Fifth War Loan drive which of- 
ficially begins June i2 and ends 


Final plans will be set this week. 


WPB hopes will redound to the 
| benefit of show biz. Main object is 
to get a broader look at the recrea- 
tion problem, effect a closer tie-in 
| with other federal agencies, and ezlso 
| to wrangle more attention from the 
| top man in WPB. 


While it is felt that the program 
| undertaken by the unit has been 
| sound from the start, there has been 
a certain amount of criticism which 
| the new setup may stifle. 

Most of the outside beefs have 
been centered on professional sports 
and bowling, but there have been 
squawks that OCR was favoring the 
chains over the indies in approving 
construction of new theatres in war- 
_crowded areas. Although the pic- 
| ture is still clouded, :. full clarifica- 
| tion is expected in the early future 
along with the addition of one or 
two men to the: organization. 


John Eberson, New York theatre 
architect and the unit's specialist on 


theatres, turned in his resignation | 
and returned to N. Y. last Friday | 
| (19) to resume private business. 


|Eberson asserted that pressure of 
private affairs caused him to leave 
Washington, but ‘there have been | 
hints that the impending new policy 
had something to do with his resig- 
nation. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


H. W. Bruen. 

D. C. Collins. 
Jack Conway. 
William Ferrari. 
Gene Gary, 
Frances Goodrich. 
Albert Hackett. 
Julian Johnson. 
Danny Kaye. 

Cal Kuhl. 
Rouben Mamoulian. 
Dorothy O'Brien 
Robert Poole. 
Jerry Safron. 
Joseph Schrank. 
Lou Schreiber. 
Al Shenberg. 
Ann Sheridan 
Paul Soskin. 
Andrew Stone. 
Kenneth Tinkhim. 
Ned Washington, 
Paul Whiteman 


national 
“Industry's 


as | 


15,000 Studio Workers Would Get 
306 Daily Raise Via Union Demand 


COLLECTIONS SO FAR 


Drive total approximateiy $5,000, 

in five areas representing around | 
11,000 theatres, ac 
now in from 100° of the theatres in | 
these territories. 


through with 100°: 
is New Haven 
collected $110,587 or 100°, over last 
year and an average of around $570 
per theatre. 

Other 100% territories to date in- 
clude Washington, Philadelphia, 
Delaware and Northern New Jersey. 


Unit Vaude Setup For 
Camp Shows Overseas, 


A new step to improve entertain- 
ment going overseas has been taken 
by USO-Camp Shows, with units of 
varied, isolated vaudeville acts now 
being dressed up as a production be- 
fore being sent out. Acts are now 
tied together with an opener and a 
finale. Skits are edited and comedy 
material checked over with whole 
unit generally improved. 

Units are now sent out as a com- 
plete package, produced, reviewed 
and passed on in N. Y. before they 
leave. Scripts are sent ahead over- 
seas so that a unit plays at bases 
exactly as set up here, with no 
changes. 

“This has improved our shows 
greatly,” says Dave Schooler, USO- 
Camp Shows _ production head. 
“We're doing i. much better grade of 
show overseas now.” 

New setup is being employed to get 
away from straight vaude type show 
|and improve the 


sisting of Al White (dance director), 
Patsy Flick (‘radio writer), Dan 
| Shapiro (lyric writer), Capt. Hallo- 
= (Special Services officer at Camp 
|}Kilmer) and Pvt. Milton Stern 
(Special Services). Rehearsal period 
|} in N. Y. runs one to two weeks, with 
| acts paid during period. 


| statt to handle this work, staff con- 
| 


U.S. Rollcall 


Tony Martin’s Show 


+4444 
_ 


Miami, May 23. 
Sgt. Tony Martin has recently 
been assigned to the staff of the| 
| public relations office, Army Air | 


| Force, Boca Raton Field, Fla. 


mag, has arranged 
WQAM, Miami, 
ring Martin, originating from Boca 
Raton Field and aired over WQAM. 
Program will begin in June. 


with station 


Larry Cowen Leaves Albany 
Albany, May 23. 


| resigned managership of Fabian’s 
|Grand theatre in 1939 to go into 
| active service as officer in charge of 
| Third Naval District information 
| office here, has reported to N. Y. for 
new assignment. Commander Cowen, 
World War No. 1 vet, had been in 
the Naval Reserve prior to going on 
|active duty. He was RKO circuit 
| publicity’ man in N. Y. and was as- 
| sociated with the Fabian chain in 
| Brooklyn before coming to Albany 
10 years ago. 


Okayed in N. Y., Clicks: 


Collections for the 1944 Red Cross | | submitted by Herbert Sorrell, 


+ oe Hollywood, May 23. 


Fifteen thousand film studio work. 


$5, 000, 000 RED CROSS a will collect a daily total of $30,. 


'000 in increased wages if the pros 
| ducers agree to the new demands 


prexy 
jof the Conference Studio Unions, 


cording to reports | | Sorrell represents 8,000 members of 


| 


Latest exchange territory to come | 
theatre reports | 
where 195 theatres | 


| the Conference, but any dea] ap- 
proved by the producers would auto. 
matically profit the 7,000 members 
of the Studio Basic Agreement, 
through clauses in their contracts,’ 


Demands, submitted to E. J. Man. 
nix, chairman of the _ producers’ 
labor relations committee, call for a 
10% raise for all workers employed 
between noon and 8 p.m. Conten- 
tion is that men employed during 
those hours have to sacrifice their 
evenings, and that a majority of 
them prefer to work in the morning, 


Uppage would affect the Machin. 
ists, Painters, Publicists, Set Dee 
signers, Story Analysts, Scenic Arte 
and other Conference techni- 
cians. Demands were outlined by 
Sorrell at a huddle with Mannix and 
William Walsh, Metro labor contact, 


ists 


| tion. 


entertainment. | 
| Camp Shows has set up a production | 


Lt. Robert Luchman, p.r. officer, | 
formerly on staff of a broadcasting |the same amount that covers each 


for a program star- | 


Lt. Commander Larry Cowen, who | 


Understood they will be sent to 
Nicholas Schenck for final inspee- 


Two USO ‘Okla.’ Units 
Delayed on Casting By 
Dearth of Opera Talent 


Although two USO-Camp Show 
units of “Oklahoma” were supposed 
‘to be ready to troupe, it became 
|known this week that reported re- 
|hearsals were in error and such ac- 
tivity will not begin for another 
| week or more. Understood that USO 
,encountered difficulty in casting be- 
‘cause of care exercised in selecting 
talent of unquestioned merit. The 
“Oklahoma” units to be sent to the 
|fighting fronts will not include a 
|chorus, transportation of ensembles 
|being deemed impractical. Each 
|company will have 15 players. 
| Each player is required to sign for 
|six months minimum. Although there 
|is a certain amount of risk and pos- 
|sible hardship accompanying the 
| journeys to places of performances, 
| salaries are substantial and al! sound, 
'since travel and subsistence is fur- 
| nished by the Army. One: reason 
| for delay in casting the USO “Okla- 
|homa” companies is a supposed 
dearth of talent which has been ab- 
| sorbed by the increased number of 
|}summer operetta outfits throughout 


| the country. 

All people with the USO “Okla- 
| homa” will be insured for $10,000 
each, same coverage applying to 


other entertainers sent overseas and 


| soldier. 


“TARS-SPARS’ PROVES 


FEMME RECRUITER 


The hypo which the Coast Guard 
show, “Tars and Spars,” at the N. Y. 
Strand, gave to recruiting is the best 
answer to a diatribe by John Chap- 
man in the N. Y. News castigating 
the Victor Mature unit's picture 
house tour. An authorized spokes- 
man for the Coast Guard points to 


| the first week at the Strand as hav- 


jing increased Spar N. Y. 


recruiting 


| 25-30%, and over 100% the second 
| week of the three-week stanza, fig- 


Commander Cowen holds the high- | 
| est rank of any film executive in this | 


| area, 


RED SKELTON IN 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Red Skelton. will be inducted into 
the Army Thursday (25). 
Actor's draft board set the date 
after a review of his case showed no 
reason for further deferment. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


James Allen. 
Smiley Burnette. 
S. Charles Einfeld. 
William Gargan. 
John Josepns, 

Dr. Nat Lief. 

Leo 
Brock Pemberton. 
Mike Todd. 

Harry Rapf. 


| and early May saw a severe 


| has had to create emergency 


in Wacs, 


| her native England from U. 


, ures, of course, being comparable to 
those for the period immediately 
preceding the show’s current Gotham 
date, 

It’s no secret that the end of April 
letdown 
in enlistments by all the femme 
services, to the degree that the OWI 
direc- 
tives to stimulate renewed interest 
Waves, Spars, etc. 

The News’ drama critic panned the 
“Tars and Spars” show as having no 
practical enlistment value, which in 
turn inspired the Coast Guard to 
divulge the above statistics. 


Gertie Back in England 
"London, May 23. 


Lawrence returned to 
S. last 


Gertrude 


week, 
She plans 


to entertain for the 


_ENSA, the British equivalent of the 


| USO. 
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PICTURES 


Petrillo, Studios Wind Negotiations: 


Musicians Guaranteed $5,200 Per Year’ 


Hollywood, May 23. + 


Harmony in the film studios was 
assured for two years by an agree- 
ment between James C. Petrillo, chief 
of the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, and representatives of the 
major lots. Contract, retroactive to 
April 1 of this year, guarantees a 
yearly wage of $5,200 for each musi- 
cian working regularly in pictures. 

New agreement between the film 
majors and the musicians is expect- 
ed to cost the studios somewhere 
between $500,000 and $600,000 a year. 
On eight lots last year the cost of 
music ran around $2,800,000, and un- 
der the new arrangement it is fig- 
ured by film execs to exceed $3,- 
300,000. 

Meanwhile, the agreement will have 
no effect on the topflight instrumen- 
talists who have been playing for 
films, radio and records. These spe- 
cialists, who have been drawing 
double and triple and more for re- 
cordings will continue that way as 
freelancers, regardless of the $100 
weekly guarantee. 

Agreement calls for 35-piece or- 
crestras at Metro, 20th-Fox and 
Warners; 30-piece at Paramount, and 
25-piece at Columbia, Universal, RKO 
and Republic. Shifting of musicians 
through loanouts will be made with 
consent of the union. 

Wages are set at $10 straight per 
hour, with double sessions eliminat- 
ed. 
the regular wage scale. All sound 
track will be used exclusively for 
the specific picture for which it was 
recorded. This provision is merely 
an extension of a prevailing custom. 
There has been no dubbing on regu- 
lar pictures for several years. 

Practice of dubbing for newsreels 
and trailers will be discussed later 
in New York, the home of the news- 
reel business. Understood Petrillo is 
willing to let that particular problem 
continue as is, owing to physical im- 
possibilities. As examples, it is im- 
possible to get a President to repeat 
his speech or a Kentucky Derby win- 
ner to repeat his race. 


PAR SKEDS 21 NEW PIX 
DESPITE HUGE BACKLOG 


Hollywood, May 23. 

With a large backlog of completed 
pictures, Paramount is going ahead 
with 21 productions during the rest 
of the year. 

On shooting 
“Rurales,” “Kitty,” 
Benny,” “The Virginian,” 
Tavern,” “Out of This World,” 
“Princess on the Warpath,” “Miss 
Susie Slagle’s,” “Victoria Grandolet,” 
“To Each His Own,” “Sophie 
Cooper,” “Girls’ Town,” “Torch 
Song.” “Ready, Willing and 4-F,” 
“Salty O’Rourke,” “Our Hearts Were 
Growing Up,” “Rainbow's End,” 
“The Trouble With Women,” “Stork 
Club,” “Two Years Before the 
Mast,” currently in work, and a 
high-budget ghost story, still un- 
titled. 


schedule are 
“A Medal for 
“Duffy’s 


‘Bernadette’ at 70% With 


| 


| 


| 
| 


‘White Cliffs’ at Upped 
Prices in 5 Situations 


Metro is planning to set “White 
Cliffs of Dover” for extended runs at 
advanced admissions in five situa- 
tions, ranging in population from 
60,000 to over 500,000. Policy may 
be extended to cover more cities 
later. 

“White Cliffs,” currently at the 
Music Hall, New York, has not yet 
been tradeshown. Screenings are 
now scheduled before July 15. 


IATSE Hears 780 
IA Locals Squawk 


St. Louis, May 23. 

The executive committee of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, headed by Richard 
F. Walsh, president, on Monday (22) 
began sessions to consider complaints 
and appeals of the 780 IA locals 
which have been filed for disposal, 
together with other matters to be 


Rehearsals will be paid for at; submitted on the convention floor 


next week. Reported these include 
consideration of expansion of the IA 
by going into new fields and the 
question of whether new charters 
should be issued in line with moves 


to organize the theatre managers | 


throughout the country. film  sales- 
men and exchange bookers. 

Certain routine business, which 
always comes up at exec meetings, 
will also be cleared prior to sessions 
embracing IA district representa- 


tives which will be held Friday, Sat- | 


urday and Sunday (26-27-28). 
When the convention opens Mon- 
day (29) at the Jefferson hotel here, 


1a total of 940 delegates, representing 


970 votes, are expected to be on 
hand, They will include delegates 
from operator and stagehand locals 
throughout the country, film ex- 
change employees’ unions and Coast 
units chartered by the powerful IA. 

The election will be held Friday 
(2), when it is expected the ballot 
will contain many names seeking 
posts in the IA from that of the 
presidency down. Strongest oppo- 
sish against Walsh is expected from 
William Bennett of the Washington 
stagehands’ union, who is reported 
having considerable nationwide sup- 
port. IA numbers 24 homeoffice of- 
ficers. All nominations will be made 
on the convention floor. 

William F. Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, which 
charters the IA, is scheduled to ad- 
dress the convention, IA’s 37th, next 
Wednesday (31) or the following 
day. 

Entertainment for the delegates 
and their wives includes a perform- 
ance in the alfresco theatre in Forest 


Park, sponsored by the Municipal 
Theatre Assn., Thursday (1), and a 
'trip through the Anheuser Busch 


12% Profit Guaranteed 


Preparing to start selling “Song 
of Bernadette,” which closes a 
lengthy run at the Rivoli, N. Y.. 
June 5, 20th-Fox will seek straight 
70% deals but, as in the case of 
“Gone With the Wind” (Metro) and 
“For Whom Bell Tolls” (Par), is re- 
ported planning to guarantee the 
account a profit in the picture. The 
figure mentioned is 12%. Metro 
guaranteed 10% on “Gone.” 
Par guaranteed 12%% on “Tolls.” 

Policy on “Bernadette” will be sale 
under separate contract, first time 
for 20th in more than two years, and 
at advanced admission prices of 75c 
minimum matinees and $1.10 eve- 
nings. 


will begin selling “Bernadette” some 
time next month, 


Mono’s First Four Toppers 


Hollywood, May 23. 


| 


while | 


brewing plant. 


MORRISON AND SELZNICK 


AGENCY SEVER LINKS 


Hollywood, May 23. 


Schines Bid to Buy 
Ten Eyck Hotel, Albany 


Albany, May 23. 


Schine Theatres, with some 150 
houses in New York, Kentucky, Ohio 
and Maryland, made an offer to pur- 
chase the Ten Eyck hotel, Albany, 
now under trusteeship pending pro- 
posed financial reorganization. The 
circuit, headed by J. Meyer and 
Louis W. Schine of Gloversville en- 
tered the hotel business last winter 
with the purchase of the swank 
Roney-Plaza, Miami Beach, and the 
Boca Raton Club, also in Florida. 


The Schine plan, presented to Fed- 
eral District Judge Stephen W. Bren- 
nan, includes expenditures of $150,- 
000 for rehabilitation of the Ten 
Eyck; $75,000 as working capital; 
$16,000 for payment of first mortgage 
bonds, and payment of third and 
fourth mortgage bonds at 50c on the 
dollar. The Schines would assume a 
second mortgage of $784,000. Other 
items, to be paid in cash, are: ex- 
penses of reorganization, estimated 
to be not more than $50,000; all out- 
standing certificates of indebtedness 
issued by the trustees, estimated at 
$60,000; all unpaid obligations of the 
trustees, totaling $15,000 on March 
31; claims of non-priority unsecured 
creditors, $10,300. Judge Brennan 
has under consideration offers from 
several other groups. 


The Ten Eyck, one of Albany’s best 
known hotels, is a favorite spot with 
film and show business people. The 
Variety Club has its headquarters 
there, 


Roney’s Facelift 
Miami, May 23. 
The Roney-Plaza will shutter as of 
June 1. Present plans include com- 
plete redecoration. 
Because of bad publicity this sea- 
son, J. Myer Schine, new owner, and 


renters and the hotel will be run 
next season according to its original 
decor. 


REISMAN REPORTS 
MEX PIC PROD. BOOM 


Phil Reisman, RKO v.p. in charge 
of foreign distribution, back in New 
York from a seven-week tour of 
Cuba and Mexico, reported last week 


peak, with 50 to 56 films produced 
there in the past year mostly by in- 
dependent producers and directors. 
Reisman also reported increased 
picture house attendance. as much as 
several hundred percent over last 
year, in many situations. He found 
that Mexican studios have adequate 
supplies of raw film stock on hand 
and noticed considerable 
house construction activity. 


Bob Sherman Now Film 
Buyer for RKO Houses 


buyer 
| circuit, with Matthew Polon moving 
;up to head booker of out-of-town 
| RKO houses, according to Harold J. 
Mirisch, gen. mgr. of the circuit's 
film booking department. 

| Joseph Becker was appointed as- 
| thal will handle N. Y. area bookings 


| under Mirisch in the new alignment. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Vera Zorina’s option picked up by 
Universal, 
Dana McGraw drew player pact at 


Charles E. Morrison has stepped | 
out of the Myron Selznick agency ! 
after completing a survey of the} 
company’s business in behalf of the 
estate 

David O. Selznick issued an official 
statement expressing gratitude for 


'the help Morrison had rendered, and 


added that “some arrangement might 
be worked out between the agency 
and Mr. Morrison” if he elected to 


j return to the firm in the future, 
Expected that the 20th sales force | 


| 


‘Canterville Ghost’ Next 


Into Astor on Broadway | 


(Metro) | 


“The Canterville Ghost” 
is scheduled to follow “See Here, 
Private Hargrove” (Metro) into the 


Trem Carr announced the first! Astor, New York, Metro’s Broadway 


Quartet of upper-budget productions 
for 1944-45 release on the Mono- 
gtam release program. 

First is “Alaska,” now completed, 
to be followed by the Belita starrer, 
Wonderland,” “Little Devils,” 


Grant Withers production, and “Sun- 
bonnet Sue,” a musical to be made 
by Scott R. Dunlap. 


ailow “Hargrove” 


showcase, in about two weeks. 
“Ghost” was sneak-previewed last 
Monday (22) at Loew's Ziegfeld, 
New York. 


“America,” originally slated to fol- 
into the Astor, has 
been held up on the Coast for final 
editing. 
cinnati. 


It may be preemed in Cin- | 


Metro. 

Cowboy Eddie Evans inked by Co- 
lumbia. 

Betty Lou Barto’s minor contract 
with Metro approved by court 
| Aeneas MacKenzie, writer, signed 
icy RKO. 

Robert Sully’s player option lifted 
by Metro. 
Nona Griffith, moppet, 
| Paramount, 
Ernest and Maria Matray signed as 
| dance directors at RKO.., 


inked by 


| Henry Willson renewed for one 
| year by Vanguard. 
| Barbara Salisbury, actress, re- | 


_newed by 20th-Fox. 
Charles Russell, actor, 20th-Fox. 
Eugene Ling, scripter, 20th-Fox. 


| Jennie Lewis, player, Harry Sher- 


| man. 
Wally 
Man. 


Hugh 


Bosco, writer, 


manager Jim Carrol claim they have | 
refused leases to undesirable cabana | 


that Mexican film production is at a| 


picture | 


| 
| 


| of his orders to leave the lights down 


Robert Sherman has been named | 
for the RKO Theatres | 


| sistant to Polon, while Ruth Lowen- 


| No. 6. At Arthur’s instructions Nick 


Ask Par Stockhold 


ers to OK Sale 


Of $2,000,000 Notes to Prexy Balaban 


+ Paramount stockholders, at the an- 


Par Pics’ $3,814,000 
Earnings, Ist Quarter 


Paramount’s earnings for the first 
quarters ended last April 1 are esti- 
mated by the company at $3,814,000, 
after interest and all charges includ- 
ing taxes. This compares with $3,560,- 
000 in the first quarter of 1943. The 
first quarter earnings this year are 
equal to $1.02 per common share as 
against 95c for 1943 quarter. 

The earnings for this year’s quar- 
ter include $843,000 representing 
Par’s direct and indirect net interest 
as a stockholder in combined undis- 
turbed earnings of partially owned 
non-consolidated. subsidiaries. For 
the 1943 quarter this share amounted 
to $701,000. 


New St. L. 1A Row 
Cued By 4 Firings 


St. Louis, May 23. 

The smoldering resentment of local 
film house owners against employ- 
ment of numerous grippers in houses 
where no stage shows are presented 
flared up anew last week when four 
grippers were fired at the Shubert 
theatre, in midtown, “which is oper- 
ated by the Group Theatre Service 
composed of James Arthur, his 
brothers, Thomas David and Harry 
Arthur III, and Edward Murphy, all 
execs of the Fanchon & Marco Serv- 
ice Corp. F-M operates four de- 
luxers and the St. Louis Amus. Co.’s 
chain of nabes in St. Louis and St. 
Louis County. 


The first pair of stagehands, Frank | 
Menetree and Frank Jennings, were | 


let out Wednesday (17) by James 


nual meeting June 20, will be asked 
to approve the sale of $2,000,000 of 
convertible notes to Barney Balaban, 
prexy, it was revealed in the cor- 
poration’s proxy statement issued 
this week. Shareholders also will 
be asked to okay the elimination of 
144,672 shares of first preferred and 
555,101 shares of second preferred 
from authorized capitalization. These 
shares are not outstanding, being 
merely authorized. 

Rearrangement will add $15,926,452 
to company’s capital surplus, accord- 
ing to the proxy. Meeting also will 
reelect 16 directors, only new face 
on directorate being Leonard H. 
Goldenson, vice-president in charge 
of theatres of Paramount, who was 
placed on board by the directors on 
April 6, supplanting Neil F. Agnew, 
v-p in charge of domestic sales, who 
resigned that date. 

Disclosed in proxy statement that 
Par entered into an agreement with 
Balaban on M y $ to issue and sell to 
him $2,000,000 of convertible prom- 
issory notes, carrying interest at 
23%4% and convertible into common 
stock at $25 a share, this being the 
closing price of these shares on 
date agreement was signed. Proxy 
statement says that the directorate 
feels it is in the best interests of 
the corporation that Balaban should 
have an opportunity to acquire, at 
a fair price, a substantially increased 
interest in the common stock of Par; 
that this can best be accomplished 
by the proposed sale of notes to him. 
Pointed out that the proceeds from 
sale of the notes shall be available 
for any proper corporate purpose. 

Three resolutions will be intro- 
duced at the meeting by James 
Fuller, owner of 10 shares of com- 
mon, of Hartford, according to his 
announced intention. All three are 
opposed by the management. One 
would require that at least 10 per- 
sons not in the employ of the com- 


| pany or any subsids shall go on the 


Arthur when they allegedly refused | directorate. Another seeks verbatim 


to obey orders. Arthur also caused | 


report of the meeting and the third 


their arrest on trespass charges when | asks auditors be picked by a special 


they refused to leave the premises, | committee 


after they had declared they had re-| 
ceived their working instructions 
from William Nick, brother of John 
P. Nick, now in a U. S. pen for vio- 
lating the anti-racketeering act, and 
Thomas McCarthy, execs of Local 


and McCarthy also were pinched for 
trespassing when they went back- 
stage to confer with the two men. 
The second pair of grippers, 
George Stevens and Eugene Popp, 
reported for work at 10 a.m. Thurs- 
day (18), two hours before the first 
show. After a Government short 
was shown, Arthur said they planned 
to raise the house lights and close 
the curtains momentarily in defiance 


and the curtains open. When they 
said they had orders to turn up the 
lights and close the curtains, Arthur 
fired them and caused their arrest 
when they refused to vacate the 
premises. 

At a War Labor Board hearing 
here recently, when pic house own- 
ers protested against demands of} 
Local No. 6 for a 15% wage increase | 
over the $75 per week they now re- 
ceive, Arthur testified that if theatre 
owners did not hire stagehands the | 
projectionists would walk out. 

Concerning the firing of Mene- 


| tree and Jennings, Arthur said that | 


when he told them of their dismissal | 


| they told him he would have to give | 


| until they 


Har-| femme 


a written notice. “I sat down at my | 
typewriter,” Arthur said, “and gave | 
it to them. Then when they told me} 
their boss was Elmer Moran, busi- | 
ness agent of the local, I fired them.” | 
Arthur also said the sole duties of | 
the grippers were to wait backstage 
heard a buzzer from the | 
projection booth. “This would wake | 
them up,” he said, “and one would 
turn a switch and the other turn on 
a motor, Then they could go back | 
to sleep.” 
Arthur also quoted Menetree as| 
saying, just before he and Jennings | 
were fired, that they be permitted to 
lower the lights and close the cur- 
tains “because we have nothing to 
do, anyway.” 


Humberstone Steers Kaye 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Bruce Humberstone draws the di- 
rector chore on Samuel Goldwyn’s 


composed of directors 
who are not officers of the company. 

Table in proxy statement reveals 
that Barney Balaban was the highest 
paid officer during the past fiscal 
year, receiving $141,451; that Henry 
Ginsberg, general manager of studio 


operations, got $127,666, and Y. 
Frank Freeman, v-p in charge of 
production, $130,000. Neil Agnew 


received $71,909, and John W. Hicks, 
Jr., foreign sales chief, $41,6Q0. 


METRO BUYS ‘MERTON’ 
FROM PAR FOR WALKER 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Paramount is reported to have re- 
ceived $60,000 for screen rights 
to “Merton of the Movies,” Harry 
Leon Wilson comedy, which Metro is 
prepping with Robert Walker in 
mind as the movie-struck kid, al- 
though it was understood that pic 
was to be remade as a iemme star- 
rer. 

Film will be third remake of the 
yarn, which was done in 1924 with 
Glenn Hunter, and in 1931 as a 
talker with Stuart Erwin in the star 
spot. Metro executive board has 
merely discussed angles of treat- 
ment and tentative cast, with no pro- 
ducer or personnel yet named. How- 
ever, a score of top Culver City 
players will provide the glamor and 
pro personnel for the story. 


‘Cover Girl’ to Mark 
London Legiter Going Pix 


London, May 23. 
Columbia Pictures has made a deal 
for continuous-run showing of “Cov- 
er Girl’ at Prince of Wales, legit 
theatre, starting June 5. Deal is for 
12 weeks. 
It’s the first 
played films. 


U’s June Production Peak 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Universal will reach its produc- 
tion peak early in June with nine 
pictures in work, including two 
high-budgeters, “Can't Help Sing- 
ing’ and “Queen of, the Nile.” 
Seven currently before ihe 


time the house has 


Technicolor production, “Wonder 


Man,” slated to start in mid-June. 
Danny Kaye, star, will have two 
Virginia Mayo and 


leads, 


Vera-Elien. 


|cameras are “Trail to Gunsight,” 
i“See My Lawyer," “San Diego, I 
|Love You,” “Bowery to Broadway,” 
“Babes on Swing Street,” “House of 
Fear” and “Raiders of Ghost City.” 
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ntertainment every day, Monday Through Friday —Coast To 
‘over 177 stations of the Blue Network . . . 


THEATRES PLAYING RKO RADIO PICTURES! 


Ws “Hollywood Star Time’. ... the biggest daytime attraction on the air, 
“because it presents, in a “live” show, such stars as Cary Grant, Ginger 
Rogers, Rosalind Russell, Frank Sinatra, Joan Davis, Gary Cooper, Ethel 
Barrymore, Eddie Cantor, Jean Arthur, Teresa Wright, Fibber McGee and Molly, 
and scores of others . . . plus orchestras, vocalists and other entertainers. 


With the general theme of ‘what's going on at RKO,’ the program is 
broadcast direct from the dining room of the RKO Studios from 12:15 to 
12:30 P.M., Pacific Coast Time, and one hour later in each of the time zones 
East. The last minute of the program is devoted to plugs ot-local showings 
of RKO Radio Pictures. 


COAST TO COAST over 177 Stations of the Blue Network, 
12:15 to 12:30 P.M., Pacific Coast Time; 1:15 to 1:30 P.M., Mountain 
Time; 2:15 to 2:30 P.M., Central Time, and 3:15 to 3:30 P.M., Eastern 
Time—Every Day, Monday Through Friday. : 


AND EVERY DAY LOCAL PLUG FOR 
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eg? Brennan, Charlotte Greenwood, Mi tu R 

Reger Touhy, Gangete he | Ward Bond and a supporting cast of iniature eviews 
tion, Features Preston Foster, Vietor Mes | experienced “Roger Touhy, Gangster!” 
J.aglen, Leis Andrews, Kent Tasior. | players portray their roles to 
he Glen MaeWil- | dug deeply into his bag of tricks, for ster varn wi goo usl 
Jistos; editor, Marry Reynolds. Tradeshown his work in this picture is topflight. “Home in Indiana” (Techni- 
Reger Touhy Preston Fe horse breeding and sulky racing 
Victor that should do well at the b.o. 
Capt: in Steve Warren. Ken Settings are in good taste with “Summer Storm” (UA). Criti- 
tleorge roll scenes of the crowds at the state fair cal attention certain, but needs * 

Moremi Olsen | at he hole” and again “Ladies in Washington” (20th). 
Heed Thulles | eiitterbugging” at the dance the| Dull drama of girls in -the 
|night before the big race. Sequence | capitol. For dual fillers. 

Ge s | ory even after the film has unwound. rama. Strong dual supporter, 
Ri Ralpl Story relates how McCailister “South of Dixie” (Songs) (U). 
+ had “i % rT dh | comes into the life of Brennan and | Farce with songs for supporting 
Maxie jorace MacMahon | Miss Gree death | dates in secondary duals. 

of his aunt back east. is love ot j 

“Roger Touhy. Gangster!” would | horses results in the renewed inter- 
ordinarily do satisiacioritvy on its | est of Brennan, who until then was | Spy melodrama for the dualers, 
merits as a fasi-paced. smoothly- | in semi-retirement, in ile itself, and | “The Scarlet Claw” (U,). Sher- 
done gang fiim. Add to this that it’s | horse-breeding and sulky racing 1M | jock Holmes story makes fair 
based on fact not too dim in the | | dualer. 
headlines. as well as the fact that | Crain with the neip o | 
Gilad to get | Best. Negro handyman, McCallister | Girl in the Case” (Col). De-. 
an injunction preventing its release,;foals a high-bred_ filly, who turns; tective tale featuring Edmund 
and one has a film that will do good | into a champion trotter, winning a Lowe and Janis Carter, for duals. 
business when the obvious exploita- | big-money race that ee ren “Detective Kitty O'Day” 

The film has further ring of truth | once held among trotting followers. | fill 
in it. The state of Ilinois permitted | Love interest 1s supplied by Miss es ystery-comeay, nice dual Nil- 
ceveral shots to be filmed at States-| Crain and McCallister, with Miss; in 


le prison in Jolict. where Touhy 

mob made their sensational 
break in October, 1942. There's no 
suggestion of the phoney about the 
whole business. 

Where the film does suffer is in the 
inevitable nature of the yari. It 
siarts off excitingly enough in a mas- 
terful montage of shootings to end a 
little lamely when the gangsters are 
recaptured without a shot. And 20th- 
Fox makes the mistake of covering 
this up with a lecture to the audience 
by the prison warden on crime not 


paying, which only makes the tame 


sill 
} 


ana 


end tamer. But on the whole the 
story has a taut quality, a full cred- 
ibility and a cumulative effect to 


make it an absorbing yarn. 


' Haver forming what proves to be an 


Starting in the gun-crazed days of | 


the early ‘30s, the story carries 
Touhy and his mob into the kidnap- 
ping stunt that brought about their 
arrest and imprisonment. .Shifting to 
Joliet prison, it shows Touhy’s long 
patient plans for the jail-break, cul- 
minating in the mob’s exciting get- 
away. The dragnet that state and 


Federal officials throw out to recap- 


ture the mob is shown in tight, di- 


rect scenes with a minimum of hero- 
ies. And the buildup for the climax, | 
when the mob is retaken, is tense | 


enough, if the final scene is not. 


Preston Foster makes an authentic | 
overdoing | 


figure of Touhy without 
the heavy side, although one scene 
in which he beats up another mobster 
s as brutal (and effective) as any- 
thing one will ever see. 


Horace MacMahon and Victor Mc- 
Laglen give each gang-member a dis- 
tinct individuality, and Kent Taylor 
is quietly convincing as a police cap- 
tain. There are several montage 
views in addition to the gunplay 
opener that are worthy of attention. 
The production isn’t skimpy at any 
time. a lavish style being laid on 
when needed, and Robert Florey’s 
cirection calls for commendation. 


Home in Indiana 
(TECHNICOLOR) 


Mith 


Hienry liathaway. 
on Miller) erigin 
(Chamberlain: music 


‘ eshow1 N 
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(eorge Kees 
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Walter 1 


A poignant story, framed in the 


Henry Mor- | , 
gan, Frank Jenks, George E. Stone, 


innocent triangle. 
Despite the fact that 20th-Fox has | 
taken such an obvious gamble, de- 


“The Drifter’ (PRC). Below- 
average western starring Buster 
Crabbe. 


pending on one fair draw (Brennan) “Men On Her Mind” (PRC). 
and three unknowns to entice the (Songs). Entertaining “B.” 
customers through wickets, 
“Home in Indiana” should prove to ; 
A butions are te rte ‘“ough- 
be a sleeper. Except for the Tech- 
nicolor budget, the film could not | Archie Stout J ! grap Walt y 
have been too costly to produce. In | * 
any event, there is plenty of value Wh 
for filmgoers in this one. Sten. Ladies in Washington 
Hollywood, May 17. 
Yoth-Fox release of William Girard pro- 
Summer Storm duction. Beatures Trudy Marshall, Ronald 
Holly wood, May 18. j Girehiem, Anthony Quinn, Sheila Ryan. Di- 
rected by Louis Kink. Sereenplay, Wanda 
United Artists release of Seymour Nebene | epachock; eamera, Charles Clarke; editor, 
Darnell; features Kdward Everett | yay 16. 44.) Running time 61 MINS 
Herton und Anna Lee Directed by Doug- Care Trudy. 
Sirk. Adaptation by Michael O Hat M Ronald Graham 
screenplay, Rowland Leigh: added M ee Anthony Quinn 
"The Shooting Party’’ camera, Arenie Rohert. Salley 
Stout editor, Gree Tallas; original score lle Revert Whitney 
musical direction by Karl Hajos Jackie Paley 
i4. Running time, 105 MINS, Take Philliber 
viloviteh Petroff...Geo, Sanders Viek Rebin Raymond 
Chars Lahner Lieutenant Lake Harry Shannon 
carp ..--John Philliber | Neltie Ruby Dandridge 
ig Rum Suunde Charles D. Brown 
\ndre Char Cyrene ierre Watkin 
Mat Servoss | My ‘ Nella Walker 
John Abbott | } &.inna Gest 
he Gendarme Paul flurst 
Clerk in Newspaper Office...Byron Foulger | Housing _probiem for the abun- 
..Charles Wagenheim | dance of girls working in Washing- 
afe ton. forms basis for this minor- 
lluughiy Lady at’ Dinner....Fliz P rs 
Young Lady at Ann Staunton | €ague drama. It limps along with 


Passerby at 
Wonan 


Mailhox...... 

Umbrella.... 
Jinige in Kharkov.. 
Regrar 


Conlin 


with 


Gypsy Girl ..Joyee Gates 


“Summer Storm” is a carefully- 


Kdward Cronjager; 
| 


finery; 


| Haas 


| made drama of people and passion in 
Russia 30 vears ago, adapted from a 
| Chekhov drama. It has dramatic 
strength in parts, and critics, in the 


prubatiy “tad 
tistic and But, lacking in 
strong marquee values, picture will 


it as ai= 


unusual, 


I | require smart and concentrated sell- 
i. |ing campaign to catch profitable biz 
at key billtoppers, but it’s a cinch for | 


strong support in the regular duals, 


bah wn | Russian background of the Khar- 


| kov adistrict displays intimate study 
in contrasts of various persons—local 
| judge, George Sanders: young and 
| impetuous siren, Linda Darnell, 
; who’s determined to have wealth and 
flustery and decadent Ed- 
Everett Horton, land-owning 
estate superintendent. 


ward 
aristocrat: 


avin | Hugo Haas: and Anna Lee, engaged 


'to Sanders. All become engulfed in 
}tragedy when Miss Darnell marries 
and 
an affair with Sanders, while slyly 
playing Horton for the finery and 
jewels he can supply. After leisurely 
wending through lengthy footage of 
| characters and incidents. girl is mur- 
dered by Sanders to save the others 


| 
| 
| 


}—-but Haas is convicted of the crime. 


beautiful setting of Indiana’s horse- | with Sanders assisting by his silence. 


breeding territory, mounted in 
nicolor that catches the grand scope 
of the blue-grass country, “Home in 
Indiana” is plenty on the all right 
side. For young and old, male and 
female, it will do good business in 
all situations, depending, of course, 
on word-of-mouth and proper ex- 
ploitation, since marquee strength is 
lacking. 

This picture deals with the rearing 
of sulky horses and the trials and 
tribulations of their breeders. It 
serves to introduce three youthful 
players in featured roles from whom 
much should be heard in the future. 
They are Lon McCallister, seen in 
“Stage Door Canteen”; June Haver, 
blonde eyeful who has plenty on the 
ball, and titian-haired Jeanne Crain, 
a personable miss with loads of 
talent. 


Tech- | Decade later, Sanders finds it impos- 
| sible to live with his secret and pays 


| for the crime with his life. 


| 


| her 


Miss Darnell is 
particularly 
Sanders 


spotlighted with 
effective perform- 


ance. is excellent, sharing 


|} Supporting prominence with Horton. 


Backed up by veterans Walter 


Lori Lahner scores as the maid who 
protects Sanders’ secret; Anna Lee, 
Haas, and John Philliber are strong 
in support. 

Script, with adaptation credited to 
Michael O'Hara and screenplay by 
Rowland Leigh, is particularly effec- 
tive despite details of characters and 
carefully - etched situations which 
consume plenty of footage and tend 
to slow up the tempo. Direction by 
Douglas Sirk has the European 


touch, but he takes full advantage of 
passionate inferences in many of the 
sequences, although deftly skirting 
the taboos of the purity-sealers. 
Production 


layout and technical 


immediately embarks on |} 


obvious theatrics and synthetic de- 
velopment. For filler on secondary 
duals, 

Story is a hodge-podge and over- 
dialoged. Spar Trudy Marshall be- 
friends former schoolmate Sheila 
| Ryan but latter is upsetting influence 
jin girls’ boarding house by faking 
| suicide and then hooking up with an 
jenemy agent to involve several char- 
; acters when the spy is killed in gun 
| battle. 

Plot struggles unsuccessfully, but 
|neither director Louis King nor 
|members of the cast can provide 
WsStance, 


tions 


Jungle Woman 
Hollywood, May 20. 


elease of Will Cowan produce 

nies Acquanetia, Kvelwn Ankers, 

1. Curve! Naish, Samuel S. Hinds, Wois 

er, Milburn Stone Douglas Dum- 
le Direct } Reginald Le Borg. 
Is eenplay, Kernard ®&-hubert, Hlenry 
Sueher, Edwarel Dein; original by Sucher; 
lack Mackenz editor, Ray Sny- 

ale Previewed vod, May 19, 

Running time, 60 MINS, 

} bteth Evelyn Ankers 
BE 0 J. Carrol Naish 
| Coroner. S, Hinds 
Distviet Atte Douglis Dumbrille 
} bre Richard Davis 
|} Miss ¢ eee Nana Brvant 
Dr. ...Pierre Watkin 
| George Rub 

Willie M. Iiyans, Jr 
jue M Richard lowers 


blend of thrills and suspense dor the 
Slick title 
;and exploitation possibilities for sec- 
ondary runs will provide strong sup- 
|} port to hold up a weak billtopper. 

| Picture is sequel to “Captive Wild 
Woman,” which Universal released a 
|year ago, with Acquanetta as the 
j}ape-girl. In previous film latter had 
blood of 4 simian transfused into her 
veins for periodic reversion to ani- 
malistie instincts and killings. This 
yarn spends no time on the actual 
clinical work, easily bridging that 
phase through brief explanatory dia- 
log to get into the story. 

Ape-girl strangely appears at a 
sanatorium of medical research sci- 
entist, J. Carrol Naish, and immedi- 
ately causes confusion. Her attrac- 
tion to Richard Davis, who's engaged 
to Naish’s daughter, Lois Collier, sets 
up premise for climactic disposal of 
the strange creature. 

Dark-eyed and dark-complexioned 
Acquanetia is an excellent choice for 
the ape-girl role. Naish, Stone, Eve- 
lyn Ankers, Samuel Hinds, Miss Col- 


| Another horror drama with good 


lier, Davis and Edward M. Hyans, Jt. 
are okay in support. : 
Direction by Reginald LeBorg is 
accentuating the 
sup- 
“alt. 


crisp throughout, 
suspense and thrill sequence 
plied by compact script. 


South of Dixie 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, May 20. 


Yarbrough pro- 
Gwynne, David 
Ella Mue Morse. 
Screenplay, Clyde 
Sam Coslow; 
Paul Landres, 


Universal release of Jean 
duction Features Anne 
Bruce, Jerome Cowan and 
Directed by Yarbrough, 
Bruckman original story, 


camera, Jerome Ash: editor, 


Previewed in Hellywood, May 1%, '44. Run- 
ning time, MINS, 

Danny David Bruce 
Bari an Mae Morse 
Colonel Hinds 
bane ue kddie Acuff 
Annabelle Marie Harmon 
Colonel Oscar O' Sheu 
Dean Pievre Watkin 
. .... Mita Gould 
Mi Edward Keane 
Porter. Manton Moreland 
REPOrter se Ray Walker 
Jack Mulhall 

Hobby ks nea Quariet 
Lester Cole 1 The Debutantes 


Ihe Charmers 

“South of Dixie” is a lightweight 
farce with sufficient song interludes 
to carry it through the secondary 
houses as a dual supporter. 

Story is decidedly’ flimsy. David 
Bruce, writer of southern pop tunes, 
is promoted as subject for a film biog 


“wait 


- | out of the country? so 


of his life by enterprising partner, 
| Jerome Cowan, and latter figures 

Bruce must go south to whip up suit- 
| able family background. Southerner 
Anne Gwynne goes along as tutor in 
proper accent, and Bruce is unwil- 
lingly projected into romance with 
Ella Mae Morse, daughter of a south- 
ern colonel; also subject of revival 
is an old family feud. After proper 
running time, episode is disclosed as 
a hoax, with Bruce and Miss Gwynne 
back in New York for the usual 
clinch. 

On the tune side. Miss Morse sings 
her trademark, “Shoo Shoo Baby,” 
and “Never Again.’ Bobby Brooks 
and his quartet, Lester Cole and his 
six Debutantes and The Charmers 
girl trio each make singfe appear- 
ances. Bruce and Miss Gwynne each 
deliver a solo and team for a ro- 
mantic ditty. Songs and deliveries 
are standard. * Cast‘and direction are 
adequate. Walt. 


. The Black Parachute 


Columbia release of Jack Fier production, 
Stars John Curradine, Osa Massen: features 
Larry Parks, Jeanie Bates. Divected by 
Lew Landers Screenplay by Clarence Uy 


son Young; story by Paul Gungelin; cam- 
era, George Meehan; editor, Otto Meyer. At 
Brookiyn Fox, week of Muy 19%, ‘44. Rune 


ning time, 68 MINS, 

Gen, Von Bodenbach...... John Carradine 
Michael Lindley...... Larry Parks 
Tere rs Jonathan Hale 
Kurt Vandan........ Chas Wueenheim 
Erik Dundeen........ Chas. Waldron 


“The Black Parachute” is a fairly 
trite spy melodrama with the usual 
ingredients of gunplay and the wild 


chase. But its intriguing title, and 
the timeliness of its guerilla war- 
fare theme, will lend it sufficient 


interest to hold up on the dual bills. 

The story is set presumably in a 
“Batkan Country ‘although 
its name is never mentioned) where 
the Nazis have taken over the king 


and government by treachery, and 
the natives are in armed revolt. It's 
a bloody bit of business. with the 


Nazis painted as stupid. ruthless 
murderers, and each native a quick- 
triggered avenger. Starting off plau- 
sibly enough with its tale of a bat- 
tling underground, the story goes off 
into fantastic tangents. such as the 
American disguised as a Nazi colonel 
showing up at German headquarters. 
| to destroy any credence or value to 
the film. 

The American drops into the in- 
vaded country by means of a black 


parachute, the further to hide his 
} entry in the dark night. His mission 
is to rescue the king, and get him 


| that he may 


| broadcast the truth to his people and 
| keep them fighting. 

Larry Parks plays the American 
with a certain charm and plausibil- 
ity. John Carradine, although fea- 
tured, has a somewhat secondary 
jrole as a brutal Heydrich-modeled 
| Nazi general. Osa Massen makes an 
j attractive figure as a German spy. al- 
| though the motives for her ind 
jual actions are not always clear. 
| Jonathan Hale is effective as the 
courageous captive king, and Jeanne 
Bates is convincing as a young pa- 
triot. 


ndivid- 


Marshal, McGuire To 
Co-Star in ‘Cottage’ 


Hollywood, May 23. 

RKO signed Alan Ma.shal to co- 
star with Dorothy McGuire in the 
remake of “The Enchanted Cottage,” 
which will be the first production 
effort of Harriet Parsons on that lot. 

John Cromwell will direct, mak- 
ing it a three-ply loanout deal from 
David O. Selznick, who holds coi- 
tracts on the pilot and the two stars. 


The Searlet Claw 


Universal release of Roy Williem Ne» 
voduction, directed by Neill. Feat, 

awil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Gersia fig 
mer, Paul Cavanagh, Arthur Hohl, Mile 
Mander. Screenplay by Edmund L. 
mann ang Neill; from story by Paul Gangs 
elin and Brenda Weisberg; camera, eo 
editor, Paul Landves, at Rigi: 
N. ¥., May 19, 44, Running time, 74 MEN 
Sherlock Holmes............Basii Rathbone 
Dector Watson......... Bruce 
Potts, Tanner, Ramson......Gevald Hemet 
Tord Paul Cavenig 

Rimile Arthur Hoh 
Judge Miles 
Marie Journet...... Mardiy 

Sergeant Thompson.. -- David 
Drak@. lan Wolfe 
00800000 Victoria Hoind 

Universal has resorted to or'gina} 
Stories to continue the Sherlock 
Holmes series, but it is very appar. 
ent they don’t measure up to the 
Conan Doyle plots, despite the },.ese 
ence of psychic phenomena, appari 
tions and premonitions, with the ree 
sult that the entire thing wears thin, 
Picture should be fair for the duals, 

This one finds the indomitable 
Holmes and blundering Dr. Watson 
in a French-Canadian village, inves- 
tigating the mysterious reappearance 
of a legendary monster. Of course, 
there are the usual number of grisly 
murders and suspects, fog-shrouded 
marshes and deserted houses to lend 
the proper atmosphere to the pro- 
ceedings, together with a very talke 
ative murderer, and a_ thoroughly 
detached ending, in which Holmes 
delivers a Churchill speech eulogiz- 
ing Canada. 

Basil Rathbone is his customary 
grim and infallible Holmes, with 
Nigel Bruce a good foil in providing 
a few droll scenes, while the ethers 
are all properly suspicious looking, 


Girlin the Case 


Columbia release of Sam White prednue. 
fion. Stars Edinund lowe: fextures 
Carter, Hobert Williams, hiale and 
Stanley Clements. Directed by Willlanj 
Berke. Screenplay, Joseph Ploffman sod 
Doreas Cochran, from story by Charlies Py 
Reyal; camera, W, O'Connell: editor, 
Paul Borofsky. At Brooklyn Strand, N. ¥ 


week of May 18, ‘44. Running time, 64 
MIN 

JODN ss .-Riehard Hale 
Sylvia Manners..... Curole Mathewe 
Tommy Rockwood............. Robert Seott 


Columbia's effort to build Edmund 
Lowe and Janis Carter into an amus- 


audience knows 


ing detective team ‘a la Metro’s 
“Thin Man” series with Myrna Loy 
and William Powell) falls short of 
ithe mark. Strictly a dualer. 

Lowe, as a lawyer who is an ex- 
pert lock-picker, is on the verge of 
making an anniversary present to his 
wife (Miss Carter) when Robert 
Scott walks into his office and hires 
him to open an old chest. Before the 
what the score is 
Lowe is involved with a group © 
enemy agents while trying to une 
tangle the mystery surrounding his 
client. 

Film is fast-paced at times but 
fails to be amusing too often. Too 
many script loose ends are other 
failings. Supporting cast. including 
Robert Williams, as a_ plainclothes 
man; Richard Hale, as a German spy, 
and Stanley Clements. voungster whé 
is assistant to Lowe, gives creditable 
performances. Sten. 


Detective Kitty O'Day 


Monogram release of J.indsley Pareene 
production. Stars Jean Varker: featuies 
Peter Cookson, Tim Ryan, Veda Ann. Bore, 


Mdward Gargan. Directed by William 


Using a succession of murders 10 
establish its background, “Detective 


| Kitty O’Day” emerges as a pleasant- 


ly diverting mystery comedy that 
should fill in nicely as a second fea- 
ture in nabe houses, although, at 
times, it’s a case of too many corpses. 

There is the amateur feminine de- 
tective who leads her reluctant boy- 


| friend 


into a series of situations 


wherein they are suspected of mur- 
dering the girl's employer. There 
are the usual numbe r of muraers 
and suspects, and the usual thick- 
headed police inspector, too. 

Jean Parker, in the title role. is 


okay as the sleuth, and Peter Cook- 
son, a screen newcomer, is fine as 
her swain, with the rest of the cast 
aiding effectively. 


The Drifter 
PRC release of Sigmund Nenfeld produce 
tion. Stars Buster Crabbe and Al ‘‘Fuzzy* 
St. John; features Carol Parker, Kermit 
Maynard, Jack Ingram. Directed by Sem 


Newfleld, Story and scree nplay, Patricia 


Harper; camera, Robert Cline: editor, Hele 
N. At New York thesirve, 

60 MINS of May 18, ‘44. Running tine, 
| Billy Carson ) ae 
Drifter Davis Buster Crabbe 
Fuzzy Jones.........Al “Fuzzy St. Jebn 
JACK. Kermit Maynard 
Blackie... Lreorge Chesebro 
Sheriff Perkins..............Jimmy Aubrey 
Marshal Hodges............ Slim Whiteker 


PRC, in trying to build up Buster 
Crabbe as a western star, will have 
(Continued on page 34) 


Beaudine, Screenplay, Tim Ryan and Vie- 
tor Hammond, from. originate Viewer” 
Hammond; camera, Tva Moigan; edite 
tichard Currier; directo: Edward 
Kay. At New York theatre, N. Y.. week 
of May 16, '44.) Running time, 61 MINS 
‘ieorgia Wentwortli..... eee Alt 

Mike Storm.... Madwared ¢ 
Anton Douglas Fe 
liver Wentworth.......... ‘ 


| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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PICTURE GROSSES 13 


Bill Robust 186, ‘Old Block’ 


Chicago, May 23. 
Business was uneven here during 


the past week, fluctuating according | 


to the weather. Several new films 
opened with “Buffalo Bill” off to a 


fiving start at the Roosevelt and | 
looks choice $18,000. “Chip Oft-Old| 


Block” coupled with “The Scarlet 


Claw” is expected to get about the, 
“Cover Girl” is 
headed for strong $25,000 in Second | 
Leading | 

holdover is “Up in Arms,” in fourth} 


near $18,000. | 
“Standing Room Only” with vaude- | 
ville at the Chicago shapes a solid | 


same at the Palace. 


week at the State-Lake. 


at the Woods, with 


$50,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


(1,200; 55-95)— Woody Herman orch, others, on 
(7th week in|! stage. Probably mild $10,000, and 
Loop). Fair $7,500. Last week, okay | below hopes. — Last week. “Lady in 
$10,000. | Death House” (PRC) and Ted Fio 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 55-95 )—| Rito orch. others. on Stage, fairly | 


“Standing Room Only” (Par) and Gil 
Lamb heading stage show. Solid 
$50,000. 
morrow” (UA) and Vaughn Monroe 
orch on stage, good $38,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95 )—“Wo- 
men Bondage” (Mono) and “Chan 
Chinese Cat” (Mono). Sturdy $8,500. 
Last week, fine $13,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,150; 55-95 “Ac. | 


tion Arabia" (RKO) and “Weird 
Woman” (U). Pert $9.000. Last 
week. “Snow White” (RKO) (re- 


issue) and “Falcon Out West” (RKO) 
(4th week in Loop), ditto. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200: 44-95)— 
“Girl in Case” (Col) and George 


White’s “Scandals” on stage. Brisk 
$25,000. Last week, “Hey. Rookie” 


(Col) and Woody Herman 
Stage. big $29,000. 
Palace (RKO) 


orch on 


(2.500: 55-95 )— 


“Chip Old Block” (U) and “Searlet | 


Claw” (U). Bright $18,000. Last 
week, “Ladies Courageous” (U) and 


“Pardon Rhythm” «U). okay $13.000.| first hot weather slump. with pros- | 
(1.500; 55-95)— | pect slightly improved over last year 
Choice $18,000. | because of stronger attractions. but | 


Roosevelt (B&K) 
Bill” (20th). 
Last week, “Our Time” (WB) 
wk), 5 days, and “Buffalo Bill” (20th) 
2 days, nifty $20,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-95 )— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk). Strong 
$25,000. Last week, excellent $30,000. 

United Artists (BE&K) (1,700: 55- 
95) —"Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (24 
wk). Very good $15,000. Last week, 
dandy $18.000. 


+ 


| 


Last week, “Happened To-| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


(2d | plenty of dull totals this week. 


Woods (Essaness) ( 1,200; 55-95)— | 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) (4th wk).} 
Steady $18,000. Last week. great 


$20.000. 


‘Gaslight’ Bright 
In Okay K.C,; ‘Passage’ 
Plus ‘Ghost’ Fine 126 


Kansas City. May 23. 
Grosses are holding up nicely at 
the downtown deluxers despite the 
continued hot spell. Top newcomer 
is “Gaslight” at the Midland. Combo 


of “Passage to Marseille” and “Gil- | 


“Sullivans” 
eter” (Rep), neat $3.500 on m.o, 
Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 34-40) 
—"Government§ Gir!” (RKO) and 
“Desert Song” (WB). Probably me- 
dium $1,500. Last week, “Miracle 
Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
Escape” (Col). $1.700. 
Loew's State (Loew's) (3.300: 40- 
60) — “Mabel’'s (UA) and 
“Jam Session” (Col). Matinees slow, 
but looks fair $11,000. Last week. 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G) and “Black 
Parachute” (Col), neat $13.000. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,600: 
40-60) — “Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d 
wk}. Good enough at $5,000 
week, sock $8,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400: 50-75) 
—“Murder Waterfront” (WB) and 


g00d $12,000, 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 40- 
60)—"Lady In Dark” (RKO). 
Healthy pace at $12,000: town’s top- 
per. Last week. in Arms” 
(RKO) “Passport Destiny” 
(RKO). clicko $14,000, and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
40-60)—"Lady and Monster” (Rep) 
and “Slightly Terrific’ (U) about 
average $4.000. Last week. “Action 
Arabia” (RKO) and “Curse Cat 
People” (RKO), ditto. 
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MILD INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, May 23. 


“Navy 


Way,” with Harry Howard's “Gay 
Nighties” revue on the stage at the | 
Circle, will lead the town. “Lady in 


Dark” at Indiana and “Private Har- | 


grove” at Loew’s, getting top money 
for straight filmers. are both below 
what they should do. 

Estimates for This Week ° 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 55-75) 
—“Navy Way” (Par) plus Harry 
Howard's “Gay Nighties” revue on 
stage. Sad _ $14,000. Last week, 


|**Around World” (RKO) and “Action 


| Arabia” 


| Offish $4,200 in four-day run. 


(RKO), subnormal $9.000 at 
top. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300; 32-55) 
—*‘‘Lady In Dark” (Par). Good $13,- 
000, but under expectations. 
week, “Four Jills” 
“Tampico” (20th). tepid $11.000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1.200: 35-55) — 
“Passport to Suez” (Col) and vaude, 


(20th) and 


week, “Bowery Boy” (Rep) and 


vaude, fair $4,500. same run. 


dersleeve’s Ghest” opened briskly at | 


Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire, Uptown ana 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700: 
45-65) — “Tampico” (20th). Trim 
$10,000. Last week. “Cobra Woman” 
(U), about same. 
Midland (Loew's) 
“Gaslight” (M-G). 


Fairway 


Lusty $16,000. 


Loew's (Loew's) (2,450: 32-55) — 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) Disap- 
pointing $11,000. 
Room” (UA) and “Voice in 
(UA). thin $10,600. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600: 32-55 )— 


Wind” 


(20th) and “Rosie Rivy- 


and “None| 


Last | 


Last | 


Last | 


Last week, “Mabel’s | 


Bway Uneven; ‘Cobra’ Big $33,000 


sesh, 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 44-70)— 
| “Show Business” (RKO). Limp 
| $10,000. Last week. “Uncertain | 
_Glory” (WB), sad $9,000. 
| Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 44-70) — | 


| “Uncertain Glory” (WB). 
Jerked after two days. 

“Penny Serenade” (Col) and 
| Many Husbands” (Co]) 
| May get $3,500 on five days, 


Moveoyver. 


Fancy 
Pitt Topper: 


6 


| 


Boys’ Okay 126 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 

| Biz still in the dumps, but showing 
little improvement this week, 
Leader will be “Gaslight” at the 
Penn. way out ahead. “Hour Before 
Dawn” plus Bob Chester band and 
Beatrice Kaye at Stanley is still un- 
par but up over house's recent 
| figures. “Follow the Boys” got away 
}fast at Harris, on heels of sock cam- 
;Palgn and then slipped a bit. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-65)— 
| Weird Woman” (U) and “Lady and 
| Monster” (Rep). Horror dualers 
| usually do all right here, but biz 
conditions are against this pair. Sad 
$3,800. Last week. “Tampico” (20th). 
nes.h. $5,000. 

| Marris§ (Harris) (2.200: 
|“Follow the Boys” (U). Good pre- 
' selling job got musica! away fast. 
| Will get nine days so house ean open 


40-65) — 


“Buffalo Bill” (20th) on Saturday. 
|“Boys” looks oke $12,000 or near. 
Last week, third of “Cover Girl” 


(Col) better than $6,000 in five days, 
fine. 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300: 40-65 
“Gaslight” (M-G). Best entry in sey- 
eral weeks and should hit above 


|certain Glory” (WB). complete frost 
| at $10.000. At last minute house held 
‘for full week instead of 
after six days as intended, 
| Ritz (WB) 
icertain Glory” (2d 
Brought here from Penn 


| word is “why?” after floppero at | 

lirst port of entry. Will settle for 
| $1.800. Last week, “Harvest Moon” 
| (WB) (4th wk). $2,000. 


Senator (Harris) 
'“Cover Girl” (Col) (4th wk). Moved 


from Harris. Holding up well at 
| $5,000 in nine days. Okay, Last 
; week, “Aldrich Boy Scout” (Par) 


| and “Uncensored” (20th ), Slim $1.000 
in five days. near low mark here. 

| Stanley (WB) (3,800: 44-85 )— | 
'“‘Hour Before Dawn” (Par) and Bob 
(Chester orch. Beatrice Kaye on | 
|stage. Biz stil] way under par-here. 
but an improvement ovei recent 
| weeks. Maybe $17,000. good. Last | 
; week, Tommy Tucker orch and 
“Happened Tomorrow” (UA), barely 
$15.000. 


Warner (WB) (2.000: 40-65)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Here trom Penn. Should wind up 


With $4,800 as against nice $6.000 last 
week, 


‘Show Biz’ Fast $13,500, 
Denver; ‘Jills’ 18G in 2 


| 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono) Plus | 
' “Sultan's Daughter” (Mono), Fair | Denver. May 23. 
'$6.000 for fimst run Last weel Biz has snapped back to more like 


+ 


(3.500: 40-60 )— | 


Last week, “Hardy's Blonde Trouble” | 


(M-G) and “Knickerbocker Holide.” 
(UA), good $14.000 
_Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 45- 
65) ~"Standing Room Only” 
(3d wk). Okay $9,000 to add to total 
of $28,000 on first two rounds. 
Fe Orpheum (RKO) (1.500; 46-65 )— 
4ssage Marseille” (WB) and “Gil- 
dersleeve’s Ghost” (RKO). Healthy 
$12,000. Last week. “Desert Mystery” 
(RKO) and “Can't Ration Love” 
(Par), mild $8.200. 
Tower (Fox-Joffee ) (2.100: 40-60) 
—“Cowboy and Senorita” (Rep) and 
Beneath Western Skies” (Rep) with 
vaude. Average $9.500. 
Lady Monster” (Rep) and “Monste) 
Maker” (PRC) and revue, 


‘ stage 
ditt 


HEAT WILTS L’VILLE 
BUT ‘LADY’ RICH 126 


Louisville, May 23. 
Hot Weather this week is slowing 
Up trade at all houses. Best of local 
Wop is “Lady in Dark” at the Rialto. 
Woody Herman's orch at the Na- 
tional was expected to do sock biz. 
but heat wilted Stage bill to so-so 
$10.000, with “Murder on Water- 
front.” House wil] 80 to a double- 
feature film policy. June 4. 

vaude only weekends summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 


(1.400; 40-60)— Un In Arms” (RKO) 
and “Passport Destiny” 
Moveover, 800d $4,000. 


iREO). On 
Last week, 


Last week. | 


“Spider Woman” (U) and 
Dr. Death” 


“Calling 
(U), $7,000, also first run. 


‘HARGROVE’ ROUSING 
$14,500, LEADS CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 23. 

Abnormal heat wave stretching 
into third week is holding downtown 
biz to summer level. General score 
is even with last week. “Private 
Hargrove” is far in front at the 
Grand. Combo Shubert js off stride 
with “Falcon Out West” plus Sammy 


Kaye orch and Jack Durant on stage. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3.100: 50-95) “Fal- 
con Out West” *RKO) and Sammy 
Kaye orch plus Jack Durant on stage 
Dull $18,000. Last week “Ja n Ses- 


sion” (Col), plus Shep Fields och 
others. $16,000, season’s low 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 44-70) 
“Gaslight” (M-G) (2d wk) Stout 


| $9.000 after big $14,000 kickoff Holds 


with | 


again, 
Family (RKO) (1.000 30-40) 
“Calaboose” (UA) and “Hat Check 
Honey” (U) split with “Reiju n Ape} 
Man” (Mono) and “Cowboy Seno- 


rita” (Rep). Summer par of $2,200 

ast week, “Natzy Nuisance” (UA) 
and “Sweetheart U.S.A.” ‘Mono) 
divided with “Crime Punishment” 
(Indie) and “White Zombie” (Indie ), 
$2.100. 


Grand (RKO) (1.430: 44-70) —Pri- 


vate Hargrove” (M-G). Starting out | 
for bangup $14,500. Last week. 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (3d wk). 
strong $6,000. 

Keith’s (United) (1.500: 44-70)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB). Moveover 
for fourth downtown stanza. Okay 
$3.500. Last week. “Cover Girl” 
(Col', fitth week on main line all 
right $4,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 44-70) 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Chan 


-| eter” 


normal currently, with “Four Jills 
and Jeep” and “Bermuda Mystery” 
setting pace at Denver and Esquire. | 
“Show Biz” and “Action in Arabia” 
also stout. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 46-74) 


“The 


Impostor” «U) after a week at each 
Paramount Esquire. Nice $6,000. | 
Last week, “Harvest Moon” (WB) | 


and “Girl in Case” (Col), from Den- | 
ver and Esquire, fine $6.500. 
Broadway (Fox ) (1.040; 46-74)—°A 


Replaced by | 
“Too |} 
(reissues). 


_$20.000, plenty good. Last week, “Un- | 
Biz remains in grip of the annual | 


yanking 
40-65) — “Tp. | 


wk). | 
and only | jestic. 


(1,750; 40-65)—!| “Follow Boys” (U) and “3 Russian | 


hit snappy $14,000. 
| “Ladies Courageous” (U) and “Prim- 


| Bill” (20th) (24 wk ). Strong $10,200. 


“HARGROVE? HEFTY 


Pin-Up -Scott-Vaude 706, 2. ‘Claw’ 
Sharp 96 Cif’ Lofty 1206 in dd 


| Wide variation in business 

| Broadway continues, with total down | $59.500 the week ahead. ~~ 
Roxy is off quite a bit at $70,000 

with “Pin-Up Girl.” Connee Boswell, 

| of holdovers. However. shows on €X- Raymond Scott orch Sd Willie How. 


| tended run having real strength are 
| doing exceptionally well. Added to 
{the list during the past week were 


; considerably as result largely of a lot | 


ard but figure is more than satiS$faee 
tory. Goes into a third week today, 

Both Warner houses are on slow 
|side. Strand, Playing “Between Ty 
Worlds” and “Tars and Spars” unit 


fonly two first-runs, “Cobra Woman” 

at the Criterion, and “Scarlet Claw,’ won't top $32,000 on third round, 
Rialto’s new one. Despite disappoint- light. while “Mark Twain” on its 
ing notices. “Cobra” finished its first | tinal eight days at Hollywood looks 
| week last night (Tues.) at a big $33.- lonly $14,000, weak. Latter’s run wag 
1/000. Effective advertising may be jonly 22 days, but it will move into 
‘part of the answer. At $9.000, “Scar- | the Strand in July. 

jlet Claw” is in the upper brackets | Estimates for This Week 


for the Rialto. 
Powerful among the holdovers is Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 60-$1.20)— 


|“White Cliffs of Dover.” which “Hargrove” (M-G) (10th wk). Re- 
| should get the Music Hall a socko | Mains very consistent at b.o., 9th 


$120.000 qn second week. which tops | week, ended Sunday night (21), hay. 
initial seven days’ take of $118,900, | 1S been $18,900; previous semester, 
; Sensational for this time of vear. Of $19,000. 

;superior steadiness is “Going My! Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 60-$1.20)— 


| Way” at the Paramount. with Charlie | “Gaslight” (M-G) and Phil Spitalny 
Spivak band on the stage. House orch (3d wk). Steady as a surgeon's 
wound up third week last night | hand, this week looking a nice $58,- 


H (Tues.) at a very faney $90,000. which | 900, close to last stanza’s $59,500, and 
lis only $1,000 behind prior Stanza. | holds further, 

Another maintaining its previous | Criterion (Loew's) (1.700: 60-3$1.93) 
| week's sharp pace is Capitol’s “Gas- | “Cobra Woman” (U) (24 wk ». Tees off 
| light” and Phil Spitalny orchestra, | on second round today (Wed.) after 
| indications currently on third frame | first at big $33,000, effective advertis- 

| week, “Follow Boys” (U) (3d wis, 


ling having been important. Last 
okay $16,000 on eight days, but off 
trom former Strong gait. 
Globe (Brand) (1,416; 60-$1.10)— 

'“Hitler Gang” (Par) (3d wk). Stand. 
ti Up stoutly at $18.000 this week 


| ing 
(3d), while last was $20.000; holds. 

| Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 

lers) (5,945: 60-$1.10)—"White Cliffs” 


and Stageshow (2d wk) 


| Super-duper biz should mean smash 


Providence. May 23, 


| $120,000 on first holdover session, 
| Fairly strong hereabouts though | beating initial seven days, loity 
| grosses don't compare with cold- $] 18,! 
| ayer BY! 0-85 
RKO Albee's|,, Rialto (Mayer) (594: 40-85) 


weather | scarlet Claw’ (U). Doing very well 
“Follow the Boys” looks like the list | at $9,000, and holds. Last week, 
“Uncertain Glory,” at Ma- |“Bermuda Mystery” (20th) 


ks second best newcomer | dived to $6,200, poor 
but fa ftivoli (UA-Par) (2.092; 85-$1.70)— 
dl 


| Bernadette” (20th) Near 
Estimates for This Week ;end of run, but okay $17,000, while 
Albee (RKO) (2,100; 44-55-60)— i last week (16th) Was $19,000. “Story 
of Dr. Wassell” (Par) comes in June 
Had hefty start and|6. While scale to apply not yet set, 
" Last week, | It will probably be 60c to $1.20 
Rexy (20th) (9,866; 60-$1.20)-~ 
“Pin-Up Girl’ (20th), Connee Bos- 
well, Raymond Scott orch and Willie 
Howard (3d wk). Dropped to $7U.- 


leader, 


Girls” (UA). 


itive Man” (U). good $10,000. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew ) (1.400: 44-55) 
—“Purple Heart” (20th) and “Par- 


don Rhythm” (2d run). So- | 900, though good, on holdar and 
$3.000. Last week “Woman of Chapter, ended last (Tues. 
Town” (UA), ditto. | While initial week was tine $90,000. 
Fay’s (Fav) (2.000: 44-55 )- ~“Four Gotham (Brandt (900; 20-98 
Jills” (20th) and “Monster Maker’ | “Mabel's Room” (UA) (5th-final wk), 
(PRC). Surprising strength at nice | On concluding eight days about $7, 
$9.000. Last weck, “Purple Heart” |200 as compared with $7,500 last 


Hav- 
opens Sate 


week, 
pened Tomorrow” 
|} urday (27). 
Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 80-$1.20) 
“Mark Twain” (WB) (Sd-final wkd. 
Being held an extra day bevond third 
week. but weak $14,000; last week 
dropped badly to $14,200. “Mr. Skef- 


in both cases good, “It 


(20th) and “Pardon Rhythm” (UA) 


about same. 
Majestic 


(20th), | 


(Fay) (2.200: 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB), 
slowly but picked up on 
nice $10,000. Last week, 


44-55 )— | 

Started | 
weekend: 
“Buffalo 

Metropolitan 


(Snider) (3,200; 50- 


60-70)—"“Chinese Cat” (Mono)’ and (WB) opens tomorrow 
Cab Calloway orch heading stage | ‘Thurs.). 
show on three-day weekend run, |. Palace (RKO) (1,700: 
Snappy $8,000. Last week. *“Detec- Show Business (RKO) 
tive Kitty O’Day” (Mono) Probabilities are fo; Sturdy $25,000 
vaude, slow $4.000 on like run thi week and holds, while initial 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-55)—“Gas. | Seven days went to good $27.000 : 
tent” (M-G) (2d wk). Still nifty; Paramount (Par) (3.664. 60-$1.20) 


$12.000. First sesh. snappy $20! “Going My Way” (Par) and Char 


Strand (Silverman) (2.000; 44-55) J¢ Spivak orch (4th wk). Continues 
“Uninvited” (Par) and “Aldrich, | Socko, third week having ended last 
Boy Scout” (Par) Opened Monday | night at $90.000. inches away trom 

(22). Last week. “Address Un. | prec ding frame's great $91,000 
known” (Col) and “S; ilor’s Holiday” State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-85)— 
(Col), hefty $9.000 “Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d run) ay d, 
: | person, Peggy Fears, Jack Pepper 


and Block and Sully Though off a 
10-week first-run at Paramount, pic- 


| ture is pulling strongly here, with 

Guy Named Joe” (M-G). From Or- |} sturdy $26,000 likely Last week, 

pheum Fine $4,000. Last week, | $18 000 IN SAD BUFF “Broadway Rhytnm” (M-G) (2d 

Girl” (Col). from Denver. *; run). Sunny Skylar and Adrian Ro- 
Esquire, Aladdin, tialto, fine $4.500. Buffalo. May 93 j lini Trio. others. slender $18.000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 35-70)— Arrival of warmer eather Strand (WB) (2.756: 60-$1.299)— 


“Uninvited” (Par) (3d wk) and 
“Navy Way” (Par) Thin $6500 
Last week, “Uninvited” (solo), about 
same 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 46-74) “Four 
Jills’ (20th) and “Bermuda Mystery” 
(20th), day-date with E quire. Nice 
$14,000 Last week, “Mark Twain” 
(WB). sad $6.500. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 46-74)— Four | 
Jills” (20th) and Bermuda Mystery” 
(20th), Denvei Fine $4,000 
I “Impostor” (U) and 


aiso 


Last week 


“Primitive Man’ (U), also at Par- 
amount, blah $1,200 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 46-74)— 


| ‘Show Business” (RKO) and “Action 
Arabia” (RKO). Trim $13,500. Last 
|week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d 
wk). nice $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) 
Luis Rey” 
boy Canteen” (Col). Fine $10.000. 
Last week. “Impostor” (U) and 
“Primitive Man” (U), also Esquire, 
nice $9,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 46-74 )—“Har- 
vest Moon” (WB) and “Girl in Case” 
(Col), from Denver. Esquire. Alad- 
din. Neat $3.000. Last week, “Wom- 
Bondage” (Mono) and “Rosie Riv- 

(Rep). after week 
‘amount, $4,000. 


(2,200: 46-74) 


(UA) and “Cow- |! 


at Par- | and 


“Between Two Worlds” (WB) and 
sion. Sole strong entry is “Private | “Tars and Spars” Coast Guard revue 
| Hargrove” at Lakes on stage (3d wk). On mild side at 


Estimates for This Week $34.800 \iake 
, » 


| sloughing the boxoffice here this sec. 


behing second week’ 

Buffalo (Shea) (3.500 40-70) Your Own Bed” (WB) and C ib Cal- 
“Hardy's Blonde Trouble” (M-G)and loway orch open Friday (26) 
“Sing a Jingle Unexciting Victoria (Maurer) (720: 60-$1.10+)— 
$14.000. Last week “Four Jills” “Hour Before Dawn” (Par) (3d w ’. 
(20th) and “Bermuda Mystery” Started out slowly but ha ce 
(20th grand $] 1.500 picked up, second week 1 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 40 iM) last night (Tues.) ha ng been okay 

‘Private Hargrove” M-G). Soar- $10,000: first week was $9,000 


ing to great $18,000. Last u eek. “Jane 
Eyre’ (20th) and ‘ Navy Way’ 
‘2d wk). mild at $7 500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 40-70)—“Ma- ; 
bel’s Room” (UA) and “Week-End Hollywood, May 22. 
Pass” (U). Fairish $9.000. Last week. Metro has taken over the produe- 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d | tion s.” which 
he Ppcars ar 3.300: 40-70 Mike Todd had intended as a stage 

“Impostor” (U) and “Never Dull Mo. | Piece on Broadway but call ‘ off 
ment” (U). Lagging with so-so $9909 When he figured he might go Into 

° the Navy. Studio paid $100,000 for 


Last week. “Address Unknown” ; a 
(Col) and “Footlight Glamour” (Col), | the screen rights. without benefit of 
Broadway showing. 


neat $11.000. 
| 20th Century (Ind) (3.000: 40-70 )— Joe Pasternak will produce, 
| “Uncertain Glory” (WB) and “Tro- +George Sidney will direct. Stella 

| Unger and Joan Allison did the 


| cadero” (Rep). Good enough $11.900 
|Last week, “Happened Tomorrow” 

“Hands Across Border” | screenplay and Alec Templeton the 
(Rep), strong $12.000. score, 


MCG Sets Todd’s ‘Cabbases’ 


4 | 
a 


14 LARIETY Wednesday, May 24, 1944 | 


* “t's « boxoffice cinch!” —Hollywood Reporter 

“Will evoke a merry melody for theatre cash registers!” —M. P. Daily 

“A wide range of entertainment all expertly geared to popular taste!l’’—Film Daily 
“Has lilt and sparkle, an attractively presented piece of entertainment!"’—Daily Variety 


FOR THE STARS! 


Edgar Bergen ard Charlie McCarthy, Bonita Granville, W. C. Fields 
and Sammy Kaye and his Orchestra plus the screen debut of a bright 


new star, Jane Powell, direct from weekly guest star appearances 
on the Bergen-McCarthy radio show and now making a sensational, 
front-page grabbing personal appearance tour of 14 key cities! 


~The songs America will be singing and hearing, 
including the new smash hit “Too Much In Love”, introduced by 


Frank Sinatra to his millions of air fans! 


4 
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INTRODUCING 


Jane Powell 


“It is a pleasure to state Miss Powell’s 
wares are all good. She is lovely to 
look at, has an enchanting 
personality, sings beautifully, 

acts most creditably and has a 
radiant vitality which is captivating. 


She is a natural star as the publie 

will attest quickly, for her initial > 

picture is a boxoffice cinch.” 
—Hollywood Reporter 


“Jane is sure to carve a niche for 
herself in filmdom’s Hall of Fame!” 
—Boxoffice 


“She has a voice and personality 
equal if not superior to any player 
of her years yet presented 

on the screen!” —M. P. Herald 


CHARLES R. ROGERS 


presents 


Peggy O'NEILL » Jackie MORAN « Bill CHRISTY » Reginald: Denny » Regis Toomey » Rose Hobart + Pat Starling 


SAMMY KAYE JANE POWELL 


Specialties by CONDOS BROS. * HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN KIDS * LIPHAM FOUR* CATRON & POPP * Directed by $. SYLVAN SIMON 
Produced by CHARLES R, ROGERS * Screenplay by ALBERT MANNHEIMER ® Based on a story by Irving Phillips and Edward Verdier 
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16 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 24, 1914 


L. A. Dull; Hardy’ Mild 496 in 4 Spots, 


Frisco’ Thin 2346 for 2, ‘Address 


N.G. 31Gin 3, Boys’ Big 29146 in H.0. 


Los Angeles. May 23 = 


Both and nabes locally | 
ere feeling the boxoffice slump. Not 
much over $200.000 is likely among | 
19 firstrun and moveover houses. be- 
Jow heavy coin here 
earlier this year. New 

light on draw. “Hardy’s 
Trouble.” in four theatres. looks only 


firstruns 


regisiered 
comers are 


Blonde 


medium $49.000 or slightly 
“Man From Frisco” also is slow with 
only about $23,500 in spots. 


Same true of $31,000 being registered 
jn three houses by “Address 
known” and “Jam Session.” 

In contrast, second stanza of “Fol- 
low the Boys” looks lush $29,500 in 
two theatres aiter strong opening 
session, while “Uncertain Glory” is 
taking possible $32,500 in three spots 
for second week. Moveover of “Show 
Biz” in three houses is okay. 


| 
over. | 
| 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $525,700 
(Based on 15 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $450,500 
‘Based on 13 theatres) 


“= Cleve. Higher; ‘Tampico’ 


Busse-Margo Tall 216, 
‘Gaslight’ Firm 2036 


Cleveland, May 23. 


Estimates for This Week 


Casthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,516; 50- | ter this 
$1)—"‘Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” (M- | 


G) and “Tunisian Victory” (M-G). 
Medium $6.500. Last week, “Show 
Biz’ «RKO) and “Falcon Out West” 
(RKO), okay $7.800. 

Chinese ‘(Grauman-WC) (2.034: 50- 
$1)—“Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” ‘(M- 
G).and “Tunisian Victory” 
Average $11.500. Last week. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— Estimates for This Week | dies Courageous” at Keith's, but biz 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d wk).| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 44-65)—‘Up | looks to overcome the sour notices. 
Okay $14,000. Last week, disappoint- | in Arms” (RKO) (2d wk). Offish | c Estimates for This Week . 
ed with $16,700. $7.009. Last week, “Bernadette” | ,. vapitol (Loew ) (3,434: 34-72 )— | 
(F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1)— | (20th) (3d wk), excellent $10,000. |“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) with 


Egyptian 


“Address Unknown” ‘Col) and “Jam | 
Session” (Col). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “Happened Tomorrow” (UA) 


end “Weird Woman” (U). nice $7.500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-85 )— 
“Show Biz’ (RKO) and “Faleon Out 
West” (RKO). Good $4.206. Last 
week, “Four Jills’ (20th) and “Tam- 
pico” (20th). okay $3.600. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: .50-$1)— 
“action Arabia” (RKO) and “Curse 
Cat People” (RKO) (4th wk). OK 
$3.000. Last week. only fair $3,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 50-$1)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d wk). 
Paying off at $10.000. Last week, 
slow $12.400. and below hopes. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) 
50-$1)—“‘Address Unknown” 
and “Jam Session” 

000. Last week. “Happened Tomor- 
row” (UA) and “Weird Woman” (UV), 
above estimates with $17,500 

Orpheum (D'town) (2.200; 65-99 )— 
“Million Dollar Kid’ with 
Benny Carter orch and King Cole 
Trio on stage. Strong $23,000. Last 
week, “Lady and Monster” (Rep) 
(2d run), with Blackstone, magician, 
on stage. excellent $20.100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
“Follow Boys’ *(U) and “Scarlet 
Claw” (U) (2d wk). Excellent $13.,- 
500. Last week. bounced up to nifty 
$19.000, a bit over expectancy. 

Paramcunt (F&M) (3.389; 50-$1)— 
“Man From Frisco” (Rep) and “Best 
Gal” (Rep). Weakish $15,500. Last 
week, “S. R. O.” (Par) and “Can't 
Ration Love” (Par) (3d wk-8 days), 
$15.000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
451: 50-$1)—‘*Man Frisco” (Rep). 

Inly fair $8,000. Last week. “S. R. 
(Par) (3d wk-8 days), $8.500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
$1)—*“‘Follow Boys” and “Scarlet 
Claw” «(U) (2d wk). Fine $16.000. 
Last week. great $21.600, consider- 
ably above expectations. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1.372: 50-$1)—“Ad- 
fress Unknown” (Col) and “Jam Ses- 
gion’ (Col). Okay $7.000. Last week, 
“Happened Tomorrow” 
“Weird Woman” (U), fair $6,500 

State (Loew’s-WC) (2.204: 50-$1)— 
“Hardy's Blonde Trouble” 
and “Tunisian Victory” 
hefty at $24.000. 


(2.200; 
(Col) 


Biz” (RKO) and “Falcon Out West” | 
(RKO). disappointing $24.800, and 


below hopes. 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 50- 


$1)—“Show Biz” (RKO) and “Falcon | 
Out West” (RKO). Average $7,000. | 
Last week. “Four Jills” (20th) and | 
“Tampico” (20th). trim $8,000 
Uptown (‘F-WC) (1.715: 50-$1)- 
“Hardy's Blonde Trouble” (M-G) 
and “Tunisian Victory” «M-G). Okav 
$7.000. Last week, “Show Biz” 
(RKO) and “Falcon Out West” 
(RKO). about average. $7.400. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 50-$1)— 


“Show Biz” «(RKO) 
West” (RKO). Good $6.000. Last 
week, “Four Jills” (20th) and “Tam- 
pico” (20th). slow $5,300. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 50-$1)—‘Un- 
ceriain Glory” «WB) (2d wk). Not 
so stout at $8.500. Last week, below 
expectancy at $10,800. 


Field Goes Spectral 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Beity Field’s first starrer since her 


reiurn to Hollywood will be a high- 
budget ghost stery produced by Ken- 
neth Macgowan at Paramount. 

Tale is being whipped up by Clar- 
ence Upson Young. 


(M-G). | 
“Show | Stillman’s cleaning up on “Private 


(Col). Thin 


and 


(M-G). Not 


and “Falcon Out | 


Attendance figures are a bit hot- 
week as result of cooler 
weather. “Tampico” is pulling the 
| Palace out of the sink, with Margo, 


;and Henry Busse’s band on stage 
| pushing cor-bo to top of list. “Gas- 
| light” looks strong at State. Hipp’s 


behind both with “Jane Eyre’ but 


Hipp ‘Warners) (3.700; 44-65)— 
|“Jane Eyre” (20th). So-so $15,000. 
Last week, “Up in Arms” (RKO), 
| good $16,000 but way below hopes. 


Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk). Satis- 
factory $4,000. Last week, “Cover 
Girl” (Col) (4th wk), $2,500. 
| @Qhio <‘Loew's) (1.200: 44-65)— | 
|*Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” (M-G) 

1 (24 wk). Much too light at $5,000. | 


| Last week, “Uninvited” (Par) (3d 
wk), satisfactory $6.500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 50-95)— 
“Tampico” (20th) plus Henry Busse 
orch, Margo, Johnny Johnstone on 
stage. Started at fast clip but threat 
| of train strike hurt. Only $21,000 
| likely. Last week, “None Shall Es- 
cape” (Col) with Shep Fields orch 
|and Edgar Kennedy on stage, sad 
| $15,800. 
| State (Loew's) 
“Gaslight” (M-G). 

under what expected. 
| “Hardy's Bionde 
| blah $12,500. 
| §tillman (Loew's) (2.700; 44-65)— 
| “Private Hargrove’ (M-G) (3d wk). 

Fairly good at $8,500 after ringing 
| nice $11,000 last week; below ex- 
| pectancy. 


(3,450; 44-65 )— 
Okay $20,500 but 
Last 


Trouble” (M-G), 


‘Gaslight’ High $16,000 


Baltimore, May 23. 


here with not much let up. 
| tury. ‘“‘Tampico” 
| attracting fairisk response. 
| list in similar groove. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’'s-UA) 
| 60)—“Gaslight” (M-G). 


nice response at possible $16,000. 
Last week, “Hardy's Blonde Trou- 
ble” (M-G),. okay $15.300 
Hippo@rome ‘Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-74)—"“Address Unknown” (Col) 
plus vaude. Rather uneventful 
(M-G) | $14.000. Last week reissue of “Snow 
aT | White” (RKO) plus vaude, big in|. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) 
60)—'‘Follow the Boys” 


|'weeks of “Standing Room Only” 
(Par). Good $11.200 on second 
session after fine getaway to $15,690. 
Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980: 25-55)— 
“Bermuda Mystery” (Par). Fairish 
$4.050. Last week, “Navy Way” 
(Par), $3,700. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,680; 20-60)— 
“Tampico” (20th). Nicely spotted 


for mildish $7.000. 
of “Buffalo Bill” (20th), 
bullish run at steady $5.600. 
Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-65) 
| “Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d 
| Holding fairly 
| uneventful opening at $13,700. 
| WValencia (Loew’s-UA) 


G) ‘(moveover). Trim $6,000 after 
good reaction in preceding week | 


downstairs in Century. Last week, 
Similar handling of “Mabel’s Room” 
(UA), mild $3,400. 


YARBROUGH FOR A&C 


Hollywood, May 23. 


‘to direct “In Society,” the next 


| Abbott & Costello picture, slated for 
!a mid-June start. 

| John Grant and*Edmund Hart- 
mann are listed as co-producers. 


f 


60)—"“Heavenly Body” 
| $9,500, helped by Monday “Dr. 1.Q.” | 
| broadcast on 


Leads Dullish Balto 


Lull in downtown trade continues | 
Some 
| action for “Gaslight” at Loew's Cen- 
at the New is also 
Rest of 


(3.900: 20- 
Attracting 


ee | daytime but way off on night shows; 
Last week, “Show | modest $15,900. 

(2,460; 20- 
(U). Opened 
midnight yesterday (Mon.) after two 


Last week, fourth 
wound up 


wk). 
well at $11.000 after 


(1,840; 20- 
| 60)—“Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” (M- 


‘4 Jills’ OK $10,000 In 


Omaha, May 23. 
Cool weekend drizzle took the heat 
off show business and helped but not 
much. All houses feel seasonal dip. 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-60) 


“Four Jills” (20th) and “3 Russian 
Girls’ (UA). Healthy $10,000 or 
near. Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th) 


and “Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA) 


| $9,300, not first-line for this house. 


Paramount (Tristates) (3.000; 16- 


(M-G), Fair 


Stage. Last week, 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G), ditto. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-60)— | 


Philly Blames Product 


“Flesh and Fantasy” (U). Around 
| $8,500, okay. Last week, “Berna- 
| dette” (20th), disappointing $11,000 


at 60-$1.10 scale. 


Brandeis (Singer) (1,500; 16-60)— 


“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk) with 
first-run “Two-Man Submarine” 
(Col). Loud $7,000. Last week, 


“Cover Girl” solo, sock $9,600. 


Rhythm’-Vaude 
Hot 266, Wash. 


' Washington, May 23. 
‘Broadway Rhythm,” at the Capi- 
tol, plus vaude, looks topper of first- 


| vaude. Boffo $26,000. Last week, 
|““Mabel’s Room” (UA) with vaude, 


| fair $20.000. 
(Loew) (1,234: 34-72)— 


Columbia 
“Hardy's Blonde Trouble” (M-G). 


| Looks good $8,500. Last week, “Pri- | 


| Vate Hargrove” (M-G), trim $9,500. 
| Earle (WB) (3,242: 30-90)—“Pas- 
sage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk). Nice 
$17,500. First week, disappointing 
$21,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.800; 44-66)—‘“La- 
dies Courageous” (U). Crix panned 


it, but looks like okay $10,500. Last | 
;——“Cover Girl” 


week, “Up in Arms” 
wk), strong $8,500. 


(RKO) (4th 


i 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,800: 35-55)— | 


“Lady, Let's Dance” (Mono). Good 
$6,500. Last week, “No Time Love” 
(Par), sour $4,600. 


Palace (Loew) (2,242: 34-72)— 
“Gaslight” (M-G) (2d wk). Grand 
$19.500 after first week’s smash 
$23,000. 


week, | 


‘Wy Way’ Sparks Hab 
With Colossal $45,000; 


Boston, May 23. 
Sparked by the great biz of “Going 
| My Way” at the Met, Hub stands are 
holding up fine considering summer 
weather. “Follow the Boys” is still 
; wow at the Memorial, and so is 


| ‘‘Hargrove” at the State and Or- 
; pheum, both in second. 


Estimates for This Week 


Beston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
\“Tampico” (20th) plus Ted Lewis 
;orch on stage, others. Way off at 
$24,000. Last week, “Falcon Out 
West” (RKO) plus Xavier Cugat 
}orch, on stage, egpter at $25,000. 

Fenway (M-P) 1,378: 40-74)— 
“Uninvited” (Par) and “Slightly Ter- 

rific’” (U), Came in from Met, nifty 
$6.500. Last week, “Man Down Un- 
der” (M-G) and “Let's Dance” 
(Mono). $5,500. 

Majestic (FE. M. Loew) (1.350: $1.10) 
“Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). Fine 
$20,000. Last week, got okay $25,000 
but beldw hopes. sagging on week- 
end. 

Memorial (RKO) 
“Follow Boys’ (U) and 
Claw” (U). 
week. 
uct pile-up. 


Great $26.000 on second 


“Tender Comrade” 


(RKO) opens today. First week of 
“Boys,” sock $31,000. 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-74) 


“Going My Way” (Par)). 
for wow $45,000, new 
straight film policy here. 
“Uninvited” (Par) and 
Terrific” 


Heading 
high under 
Last week, 
“Slightly 


good 
(Loew) (2,900: 35-75)- 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) and 


Still solid on sec- 
Last week, big $29,- 


“Whistler” «Col). 
ond at 
500. 
Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74)— 
| “Uninvited” (Par) and “Slightly Ter- 
|rifice’ (U). From Met, 
Last week, “Man Down Under” (M- 
G) and “Let's Dance” (Mono), $12,- 
000. 
| State (Loew) (3,200: 36-75)—"Pri- 
vate Hargrove” 
at $11,000. Last week. trim $14,000. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74 )— 


“Weird Woman” (U) and “Sweet- 
heart U.S.A.” (Indie}. Good $6,000. 
|Last week, “Address Unknown” 


(Col) and “Racket Man” (Indie) (2d a Trouble” 


wk), okay $4,500. 


x 


T. Dorsey Tilts ‘ODay’ to Loud 476 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $2,269,700 
(Based on 20 cities, 167 thea- 
tres, chiefly frrst runs, tncruding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
$2,586,439 
(Based on 27 cities, 186 theatres) 


H.0.’s But ‘Body’ Okay 
1536, ‘2 Werlds’ 2436 


Philadelphia, May 22. 
Plethora of holdovers and what 
exhibs call lesser draws continue to 
keep boxoffice grosses down. Muggy 
weather also blamed. “Between Two 
Worlds” and “Heavenly Body” are 
the only two major films preeming 


here, and neither are spectacular on | 


openings. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine ‘“WB) (1,303; 40-85)— 
“Heavenly, Body” (M-G). Okay $13,- 
000, plus fairish $2,500 for one-day 
stand at Earle on Sunday (21). 
week, “San Luis Rey” (UA), medi- 
ocre $10,500. 

Arca@ia (Sablosky) (600; 40-85)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d run). 
Not so forte $4,300. Last week, “Har- 
vest Moon” (WB) (2d run), ditto. 

Boyd (WB) (2,500; 40-85)—‘‘Stand- 
ing Room Only” (Par) (2d wk). Fair 
$16,500. Last week, big $23,500, plus 


$3.000 for Sabbath showing at Earle. | 


Earle (WB) (2.760; 50-95)—‘Lady, 


|} Let’s Dance” (Mono), with Virginia | 
Weidler, Teddy Powell orch on stage. | 
Not ringing bell at so-so $17,500. Last | 
week, “Can't Ration Love” (Par), with | 


Jerry Wald orch and Beatrice Kay, 
pallid $16,400. 
Fox (WB) (2.245: 40-85)—‘Buffalo 


Bill” (20th) (2d wk). Drooping to} 
$15,000. Opener was husky $22,000. 
Karliton (Goldman) (1,000: 40-85) | 


Creek” (Par), okay $5,500 for second 


| week second run. 


| “Sullivans” 
| $6.000 


| 


| 


; second week. 
| 


i 


| vate 


| 
‘Boys’ Great 266, 1.0. 


} past month. 


| burdens and 
| instead of 


Keith's (Goldman) (2,220: 40-85)— 
(20th) (2d run). Fair 
Last week, “Happened To- 
morrow” 
ond run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.692: 
“Between Two Worlds” (WB). 
isfactory $24,500. Last week, “Fol- 
low the Boys” (U), fair $14,700 for 


Stanley (WB) (2.915: 40-85)—‘Pri- 
Hargrove” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Bucking downward trend at bright 
$15,200. Last week, neat $17,500 
Stanton (WB) (1.475: 40-85)— 


|“Women Bondage” (Mono) (2d wk). 


Plenty of profit at $9,500. Initialer 


good $13,500. 


‘Angels’ Tepid $10,000 
In Blah Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, May 23. 
Business poor all along the line. 
There's still no sight of the bottom 
which apparently fell out during 


payrolls, mounting tax 
pre-invasion§ tension, 
influences, are 


declining 


seasonal 


| believed responsible for down trend 


(2,900; 40-85)— | 
“Scarlet | 


No h.o, on account of prod- | 


(UW), sagged to $27,000, but 


dandy $16,200. | 


because a year ago things were 
humming here at this time. With a 
fine stage show headed by Vaughn 
Monroe’s band and “Hour Before 
Dawn.” Orpheum looms tops, but 
way off from hopes. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 25-35)— 

“Bar 20” (UA) and “Casanova Bur- 


lesque” (Rep). Satisfactory $2,400 
in five days. “Racket Man” (Col) 
and “Hi Gosd Lookin’” (U) open 
Wednesday (24), Last week, “Teen 
Age” (Indie) and “Hat Check 
Honey” (U), healthy $3,000 in six 
days. 

Century (P-S) (1.600: 44-60)- 
“Hardy's Blonde Trouble” ‘(M-G) 
(2d wk). Mover here from Radio 
City Good $6,000 likely. Last 
week, “Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk). 
tepid $4.500 

Gopher ‘(P-S) (1,000: 40)—‘Hap- 
pened Tomorrow” (UA). Sad $3.- 


000. Last week, “Cry Havoc” «(M-G). 
tepid $3,500 in nine days. 


Lyric (P-S) (1,100: 44-60)—‘In 
Our Time” (WB) (2d wk). From 
| State. Will be lucky to get light 
$4,500. Last week, “Uninvited” 
(Par) (3d wk), blah $3.500. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2.800: 44-70)— 
i“Hour Before Dawn” (Par) and 
Vaughn Monroe orch, others. on 
stage. Thin at $16,000, despite stage 


ri- | layout. 
(M-G) and “Whis- | 
itler” (Col). Fine second session here | 
Universal assigned Jean Yarbrough | 


| 
| 


Last week, “Primitive Man” 


(U) and Andrews Sisters. Mitch 
Ayres orch., etc. on stage, _ mild 
$17.000. 

Radio City (P-S) (4,000: 44-69)— 


“And Angels Sing” (Par). Well 
enough liked but only mild $10.060 
probable. Last week, “Hardy's 
(M-G), $9.500. 


State (P-S) (2,000; 44-60)—"“Song 


Last | 


(Col) (2d run), OKay | 
$8.000. Last week, “Miracle Morgan's | 


(UA), sour $4,200 for sec- | 


40-85)— | 
Sat- | 


Munition plant layoffs, | 


+ Detroit, May 23. 


Biz seems to be climbing back up 
= after Detroit’s recent strike 
troubles which caused two-week dip 
jin grosses. Loop now gets eight 
| houses with opening of Howard 
| Hughes’ Downtown, inoperative for 
years, with Tommy Dorsey band 
| boosting “Detective Kitty O'Day” to 
| healthy session at 2,800-seat house 
Fox also heads back into strong biz 
with “Follow the Boys” 
| “Whistler.” Adams is okay with 
| “The Impostor” and “He; Primitive 
| Man.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 60-85)— 
“Impostor” (U) and “Primitive Man” 
/4U). Okay $10,000. Last week, “Hey 
| Rookie” (Col) and “9 Girls” 
| nice $9,800. 
Broadway Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2.800; 60-85) — “Frisco Kid” ‘ WB) 
and “Girls on Probation” «(WB) ire. 
issues). Fair $11,000. Last week, 
“Passage Marseille” (WB) and “Can't 
Ration Love” (Par) (3d wk), move. 
overs from Michigan, stout $15,000. 
Downtown (Howard Hughes) (2.- 
800; 60-95)—“Detective Kitty O'Day” 
(Mono) and Tommy Dorsey orch on 


| stage. Hefty $47,000 on Dorsey draw 
for new house. Not operating last 
week, 


Fox ‘(Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 60-85) 
—“Follow the Boys” and 
“Whistler” (Col). Stout $31.000. Last 
week, “Tampico” (20tn) and “Ladies 
Courageous” (U), okay $25,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
60-85)—"“Gang’s Here” (20th) and 
“Hostages” (Par). Back in loop at 
tidy $5.100. Last week, “Butler's Sis- 
ter” (U) and “Old Acquaintance” 
(WB). repeat, $5,000. 

Michigan ‘(United Detroit) (4.000: 
60-85)—"“Up in Arms” ‘RKO) and 
“Voice in Wind” (UA) (2d wk), 
Sighting nice $17,000 after hot $27, 
000 first session. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
| 000: 60-85)—“Rationing” and 
| “Lost Angel” (M-G) (2d wk). Choice 
$13.000, following first week's stout 
$20.000. 
| United Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2.000: 60-85)—"“Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) and “Passport Destiny” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Continuing healthy 
at $14.000 after last week's strong 
$17.000. 


(1,800; 


‘BOYS’ TOP SEATTLE 
FILM, DANDY $11,000 


Seattle, May 23. 

Few smash totals this session, but 
biz is up generally over last week. 
Top straight filmer is “Follow the 
|Boys.” at Orpheum, with sturdy 
Stanza on tap. Just what real show- 
manship will do 1s shown by the Pal- 
omar, which used many angles for 
p.a. of Tex Ritter, Universal cowboy 
star, with his “Oklahoma Raiders” 
on the screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 45-80)—‘Private Hargrove 
(M-G) (3d wk). ‘Oke $6,000. Last 
week, grand $6,600. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) 


—‘Uninvited” (Par) and “Falcon 
Out West” (RKO) (2d wk). Good 
$9.500. Last week, wonderful $13'800. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 45-80)-—- 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (4th wk). Great 
$8 000. Last week, $8,500. 
Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 


“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d wk). 
From Paramount. Fine $6,500. Last 
week, 4th of “Guy Joe” (M-G), nice 
$5.700. 


Music Hall (2.200: 45-80) ‘Tam- 
pico” (20th) and “Curse Cat People 
(RKO). Slow $6,000. Last week, 


“Tarzan's Desert” (RKO) and “Tuni- 
Sian Victory” (M-G), fair $5,300 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 


“Follow Boys” (U). Dandy $11,000, 
or over. Last week. “Uncertam 
\Glory” (WB), didn’t reach hopes, 


but good $9.200. 

| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1)— 
|“Oklahoma Raiders” and “Troc- 
ladero” (Rep). plus stage. Tex Ritter 
in person. Strong $11,500, and may 
go higher if opening gait is main- 
tained. Last week, “Lady Monster 
(Rep), plus vaude, fair $9.200 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 45-80)— 
“San Luis Rey” (UA) and “Pardon 
Rhythm” (U). Thin $7,500 Last 
week, “Broadway Rhythm” ‘M-G), 
fairish $9,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d_ wk). 
From Orpheum. Meagre $5,000. Las 
week, “Harvest Moon”. (WB) (3d 
wk). big $6,500. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) ‘800: 25- 
50 )—"*Desert Song” (WB) and “High- 
er Higher’ (RKO) (3d run). Hot 
$5.400. Last week, “Sweethearts 
(Mono) (1st run) and “Minesweeper 
‘Par) (3d run), split with “Around 
| World” (RKO) and “Somewhere 
| France” (UA) (3d run). nifty $4,800. 


Russia” (M-G). Sad $7.500 probable. 
Last week, “Our Time” (WB). same. 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 40-50)—"Guy 
Named Joe” (M-G). First nabe 
showing. Fine $4,000.% Last week. 
“Jane Eyre” (20th), mild $2.800. 
World ‘(Par-Steffes) (250: 44-80)-- 
“San Luis Rey” (UA). May reach 
fair ‘$2,300. Last week, “Harve: 


Moon” (WB) (3d wk), light $1,800 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
2 
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FRIENDLY 
INDUSTRY! 


The response to “Leo-On-Every-Screen” during his Anni- 


: | versary Week, June 22 to 28, is deeply heart-warming. 

The Friendly Lion considers birthday honor and 
: privilege to roar—in a feature or short subject—on screens 
throughout the country. 


At press-time 15,108 exhibitors have said. “Okay, Leo, we 
; celebrate with you!” 


The total mounts daily. From customers and non-custom- | 
: ers comes this stirring evidence of good-will in our industry. 
: It is something of which we may all be proud. © | 


FIGHTING SHOWMEN! JOIN THE FIGHTING 5th WAR LOAN! 7 
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“FIVE PATS THE BACK 


(AK Open Letter! 
From 


Dear Ginny: 


As one of our children, papa is going to give you five 
pats on the back. 


| ONE for your great job in “Broadway Rhythm.” 


TWO for the way you put over that record on “Irresisti- 
ble You” from the same M-G-M hit. (Understand Col. 36693 


platter is one of the nation’s best sellers). 


THREE for that great trip to New York and your 
sensational personal appearances at the Capitol where you 


thrilled the 400,000 people who jammed the theatre. 


| FOUR for the swell job you’ve done for the last two 
da years as songstress and Miss M.C. on the “Johnny Presents” 
program coast to coast NBC. 


And FIVE for your swell cooperation with the boys in 
the hospitals. They love your visits, your personality and 


your entertainment. 


P.S. WE’RE PLANNING BIG THINGS FOR YOU HONEY! 


FIGHTING SHOWMEN! JOIN THE FIGHTING 5th WAR LOAN! 
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‘INDIANA’ PREEM SET |p Film Critics of America’ 
MP. Associates Nets $8,000 at 25th FOR INDPLS. JUNE 14 Dormant Film Critics of America 
t 
e Indianapolis, May 20. oe n 
nni Dinner; Uther Exchange Shorts) wos, rg. Looks to Revival Postwar 
diana,” 20th-Fox opus with harness- | p 4 
With 1.250 attending, highest for; $25 to the National Association for Newspaper Film Critics of Amer-, Harry Martin, who was the first nae 
any affair ever held in the of of Colored People. 78 theatres in Indiana| i¢a. dormant for the duration, will tional president, is expected to ree 
the Motion Picture Associates, a net ariety Club's service for shut-ins} 2€ Ff : idoubtedly revive after the war in! turn to the Memphis Commercial Ap- ; 
ot $8,000 was registered on the an-| provides movie shows at: Home for| Within three weeks after its opening F i ted this eal fre th t tl 
nual dinner of the organization Fri-| the Aged, Gallinger hospital, St. Vin-| here, with equally quick distribution some form, it was indicat 
day night (19) at the Hotel Astor,} cent’s Home, Glenn Dale sanitarium,| for Kentucky and Ohio, where much | Week. | sion of the war. He and Herzog are 
~¥. .This marked the 25th anni-| Freedmen’s hospital, Lisner Home,| of film’s location work was done. Started shortly before the war.| both said to favor a revival of the 
versary of the organization, original- District Training School, St. Joseph's NFCA was intended as a sort of | organization. 4 
ly founded just for film salesmea,| Home and School for Boys, Holy N. Y. Film Critics Circle on a na-| Keith Wilson has quit picture res 
put later expanded to include all dis-| Redeemer college, Home for Incur- C | M | kY D | tional scale, with its primary pur-| Viewing .for the Omaha World- 
-ibution people as well as exhibitors | ables, Industrial School, Methodist 0 orse n arn ea | Heral b h: 
po representatives Home for Aged, and Florence Crit- poses being given as improvement Terald to become that paper's Wash- 
7 ders, sale mana er for| tenden Home. | Hollywood, May 23. standards and ethics in film cover-| ington correspondent. And Merle 
rah —— ee caukales 1s ; Carlton Morse, radio writer-pro- age, selection of outstanding pictures | Potter, fourth of the original com- 
arenaeet of the MPA. “ St. Lee Award ducer, closed a $250,000 deal with| and performances by news critics | mittee, is no longer in the Minne- 
4 St. Louis, May 23, | Columbia Pictures to provide two] on an official basis, and elevation of; @P0lis newspaper field having re- 
D. C. Variety’s Largesse An 18% interest in the $1.500.000 film stories annually for five years.| the film writer's standing in his own| Signed to enter the exhibition field. 
a Washington May 23 Academy of Music in New York and based on the “I Love a Mystery” | profession. Idea of NFCA originated at @ 
ety Club has set aside $3 700 | $690.000 from back rent of the Acad-| series, rating $25,000 a story. N. Y. crities were definitely cold} meeting of 60 editors and critics 
education ‘of a waif found| ¢™Y Will be awarded stockholders of| Morse is also owner, producer | to idea, apparently fearing it would| all parts of the country in New 
spondoned in a Washington park.| te. Fox-St. Louis Properties, Inc.| and writer of the “One Man's} overshadow their own awards. Film| York who had been attending a 
a tity is secret. In addition the which owns the 5,000-seat Fox thea- Family” series ‘adustr likewise was somewhat} World premiere of a new picture as H 
will set aside $30 every month| midtown, and an adjoining igh ‘ally | guests of Universal. 
trust fund for the bey office building under terms of an or- y 
0 Se . ;| der signed Friday (19) by U. S. Dis- ’ inclined to cooperative. However, 
the oe SISK’S TINTER TASKS several hundred newspapermen had Ba h D N P t 
sores. se The order grants permission to the Hollywood, May 23. | enrolled and at least one national cher Uraws New Fac 
c SOO _| trustees of the Theatré Realty Co., Metro handed Robert Sisk two ll was held before outbreak of war = 
In addition the Welfare Fund pre-! creditor of the Fox Theatre Corp.} Technicolors for his productio ti Holly wood, May a8. 
sented a $3,000 ambulance of the Dis-| 6¢ yy to accept an offer in com- s production pro-| interfered with plans for a nationa New producer contract was 
trict of a — a promise made by the Skouras Thea- yet ia aes of his work on convention and forced a halt to ac-| handed William A. Bacher at 20th- 
reported by ae — c = tres Corp. of New York in settlement st Angel. : tivities. ; =e Fox to replace the one signed a vear 
of a suit by the trustees of the Fox|_ Tinters are “Our Vines Have Of the four officers originally} ago when he shifted from radio te 
merce a iemank for shut-ins; Theatres Corp. to recover the lease-| Tender Grapes,” based on the novel! named at a meeting in N. Y. to set) films. 
F300 to the American Red Cross; $25| 20!d of the Academy of Music from} by George Victor Martin, and “Hold| up NFCA, only one is still doing pix) On his summer filming schedule 
) the Little Sisters of the Poor; $110 Skouras, together with back rent} High the Torch,” authored by Lionel | criticism, That's Buck Herzog of the! are “The Gay Illiterate” and “Bon 
to revide tickets for servicemen at| 20M Jan. 12. 1937. The Theatre| Houser. Milwaukee Sentinel. However,' Voyage.” 
h Pp ionshi basketball game; $41.75 Realty Co. is the corporate successor 5 
of the Fox-St. Louis Properties, Inc., 
100 po kits for Russian War Relief. and the former's share in the com- ; 
for a new flame-proof screech at promise settlement will accrue to 
the Industrial Home for Boys, and yaa of the successor com- if 
as, 
Lightman’s Post 
Memphis, May 23. 
M. A. Lightman is new president } 
of the Jewish Welfare League of 
yvvesrern 
licity chief, shoved off for the Coast 
Monday (22), stopping off in Chicago Ex rt ‘Pp f 
en route to Hollywood. or ora ion 
_ Maurice Bergman, eastern ad-pub- 
| licity head, starts west on May 28, i:- : 
stopping in Cincinnati and Chicago zee 
before going to the Coast for the 5- td 
day sales meeting, starting June 5. ort 
W. A. Scully, sales chief, and E. T. ee 
assistant sales director, 4 WU 
. eft for Hollywood Friday (19) to set 28) 
I'm Glad up this session. Scully said a series =i ; 
He Wears of regional meetings would be held 235} 
after the sales confab in Hollywood. 
INVISIBLE David Carter, who has had super- 4. t 
vision of eastern radio activities of tf 
GLASSES Universal's ad-publicity dept. re- 
Spectactes are usually so signed effective May 19. No replace- 2h: 
Thousands of ment announced yet. 
mie and. in ‘ite te completion of entirely new designs of sound 
of Loew's State, N. Y., who not long reproducing systems for tts foreign customers 
dom need replacement. ago shifted to San Francisco in 
ee ee oe ai 4 charge ot the management of a plas- i ~ powerful equipments for larger theatres 
te 5:36: Mond till, &:30. tic concern there, has returned to 
Fass N. Y. He plans remaining east but and excellent small ones for smaller houses. 
as yet has no future plans laid. 
DUNSHAW COMPANY per Superior to any pre-war models, these new 
180 West Sireet, New Vork, N. Y. | 4 
Mack feom Times Square systems will be more economical to install 
sand operate — will be priced favorably for 
Susannah H, Warfield. who has 
acted as assistant state film censor 238! all users. 
for the past 20 years. appointed to rig & 
the newly created position of super- eke: They are designediotake new developments i 
visor of the division of film censor- 
|ship by Kenneth Ray, state director ei) which Hollywood may adopt such as automatic 
education. The position pays $3,- 
ner as assistant n censor. sas" 
hel T F D A sound — without extensive and expensive 
20th-Fox Tilts Its Divvy 
To 50¢ For This Quarter 33°, ° 
20th-Fox tilted its dividend on the rT When Peace comes~releasing materials 
common stock last week when direc- = 
tors declared 50c divvy for the quar- i and labor for such uses — these post-war sound 
ter, pavable June 30 to stockholders 
on record June 15. Corporation paid ; : equipments, together with newly designed 
25c arch ¢ but indicated if 
: projectors, lamps and accessories will be 
) ) 2c on 
rio yrefel CoO he CO. INC. OF ARGENTINA—Argeatina, : distribution organization the ~ 
con ) preferred, jatter main- 
taining usual $1.50 annual rate. Lat- WESTERN ELECTRIC OF ASA—Chine, 
tev also is pavable June 30 to stock- : 
hol ers on re ‘ord June 15. while the WESTERN 7 
‘stockholders on record June 1. WESTERN ELECTRIC CO. (CARIBBEAN —Cyba, Frinidad, EIGHTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
be, Panama, Gvianas, Puerte Rico, West Indies 
= = WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY A/S—Donmark 
| WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY Seigivm, 
Luxembourg, North Africa = 
WANTED | WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY OF ITALY if: 
WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY LTO. —Sritish lade, 
CHIEF OF PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT for Coven 
WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY OF MEMCO 254 
full-time Hollywood position for one of 
d R Gresce, Turkey, Patestine, Syria, South Africe +28 
the foremost Hollywood producers. Re- 
| plies will be kept confidential. State full WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY [NEW ZEALAND) LTO cfs 
| ore ‘ WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY OF Gioraivar, =ig: 
qualifications. Box P22, Variety, 154 W. | 
| | SWEDISH WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY 
46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
ALPINE WESTERN ELECTING COMPANY — Sw 
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FOLLOW THE BOYS (Universal) George Raft, Vere Zorina, guest stars 


HIS one’s 3 real sockdolager—the Stage Door Canteen of the movie 

world, with more stars than you can ount,on all the fingers i 

A Hollywood tribwe to show business 10 the war effort, it omes at ¥ 


e an 
Welles, Marlene Dietrich, Sophie Tucker, Te 
h four (count ’em) orchestras; an 


audeville heaves its last gasP- A hoofer named Tony 


Pp 
(George aft) tries his luck nm Hollywood, where he wangles his way 


1d a 
he idea hlossoms into a merger W} the USO. 
rhody goes everywhere and does everything. Marlene 


Dietrich gets sawed in half for the boys in uniform. Martha O'Driscoll turns up 


in Alaska. In a PX hut W. . Fields is sabotaged y a piece of tissue paper an 


opcorn ball. 


expecting baby; remains apart from 
eled and he’s off for Australia with 2 USO unit on a trans ort. Just 2s 


the Andrews Sisters are syncopating 
piot sugars into heroics. 
Never mind, the appeal of this show doesn't res 
snatches of entertainment parceled out by the va sous Big Names can explain what 
welds the whole top-heavy shebang jnto something real and vital. The magic 
) d khaki masses gathered around wooden USO platforms, 
ing time with a band, the night shot 


3 in. 
> Well, we know all USO units can't be like this. Sentimental? 


The Fighting Fifth War nee 
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CHARLES K. FELDMAN 


presents 


A Universal Picture 
starring 


GEORGE RAFT 
VERA ZORINA 
Jeanette MacDONALD 
ORSON WELLES’ 


Mercury Wonder Show 
_ MARLENE DIETRICH 
_ DINAH SHORE 


PEGGY RYAN 
W.C. FIELDS 


The 
_ ANDREWS SISTERS 
» Artur RUBINSTEIN 
CARMEN AMAYA 
_SOPHIE TUCKER 

DELTA RHYTHM Boys 

a GAUTIER’S 


first openings 
TED LEWIS 


and his Band ~- 


FREDDIE SLACK 


esthe dollar sense 


and his Orchestra 


LOUIS JORDAN 


znd his Orchestra 


@ PRISCOLL* CHARLEY GRAPEWIN 
ELIZABETH PATTERSON MAXIE 
4 ROSENBLOOM - REGIS TOQMEY 
Directed by EDDIE SUTHERLAND - Produced by 


WE 


etdman Asso. Producer, Alberti. Rockett 
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1914 


uild Revamps Setup to Prove 
Director's Not Just Stop-Watch Guy 


Annual meeting of the Radio Di-* 
rectors’ Guild in N. Y. on 
action skedded* on approval of | 
constitution “setting up 


Cavanaugh Team Gets 


change 

Guild as sole bargaining agent, N Spo WGN 

marks switch in organization's setup. ew nsor on 

giving it an aggressive aspect as a Chicago, May 23. 

labor. rather than a mere “get- Eddie and Fannie Cavanaugh, vet- 

together” organization. eran radio team, return to the air 
Move reportedly stems from criti-| June 5 for the Illinois Meat Co.. who 

cism, particularly from some direc-| sponsored them for five and a half 

tors on the Coast, that the Guild as| vears ending in September, 1938. 


Pair have been off the air since end 
of Mareh. when sponsor, Sawyer 
Biscuit Co., cancelled because prod- 
uct Cavanaughs were plugging ran 
short due to war. 

Team, known 
cast Rhymsters,” 
terday (22) for 
period before start 
June 5. Show is heard five mornings 


constituted during the two years of 
its existence was “getting no place’ 
and until it funetions as a real union 
making an honest endeavor to set up 
pay scales, iron out grievances and 
establish better working conditions, 
the radio director “will continue to 
be subjected to minor abuses and re- 
main a stop-watch guy one minute 


as “Happy Broad- 
went on WGN yes- 
two-week sustaining 
of commercial 


and a director the next.” Recent \ 
organization of a Coast unit of the} weekly. 11:15-11:30 «CWT). Contract 
Guild is said to have been the cul-| went through . Arthur Meyerhoff 


agency. 


WLB Retro Disc 
Pay Order Plays 
$150,000 Tune 


Effects of new transcription broad- 
casting code approved on May 2 by 


mination of the N. Y. setup agreeing 
to switch its policy from a “social 
organization” to an effectively oper- 
ated labor organization. 

Under the new setup, the Guild 
will eventually establish a grievance 
committee to rectify certain condi- 
tions which it claims have thus far 
torestalled any attempt to “make the 
radio director the important guy that 
he Subsequently a negotiating 
committee will be set up to confer 
with network and station reps to- 
ward the pacting of working condi- 
tions. 

Present membership of the Guild 
is comprised of 78, which numbers 


is.” 


OF ABENCy Doing felt now by the agencies and 


Ireelance directors in the industry. 
Unusual aspect of the revamped sei- 
up is that the movement originated 


networks. They had reached an agree- 
ment with the American Federation 


from among the top guys, angle be- of Radio Artists on the new rates 
ing that “since the big boys can't be and had concurred in the applica- 
kicked around, they'll fix it so that, tion to the WLB. However, action 

; | by nets and agencies was a sort of 


the little guy can’t be, either.” 


’ Up for election at the June 5 mee: since they 


_| tongue-in-cheek gesture 


ing are a president, vice-presider! | feit the board would not approve the | 
and secretary, posts currently held,| "€W rates which were well over the} 
respectively, by Earl McGill. the | 15°, allowed under the Little Steel 


producer-director; Jerry De-| Formula. 
vine. who directs the NBC “Mr. Dis-| | Approval by the WLB, with its re- 
trict Attorney” show, and John Mac-| treactive clause, has caught many 


CBS 


Tony Stanford East 


For ‘B’way Matinee’ 


Tony producer of the 
Sunday Bergén-Chase 
& Sanborn_ shove has been trans- 
| the Y. by 
the J. Walter Thompson ageMy to 
take over production and superv Tsten 
of the Owens-Illinois CBS show, } 
“Broadway Matinee.” 

Bob Brewster, who handles the 
Thursday night Bing Crosby show, 
is taking over production reins on 
the Bergen program as well, 


Phila. Bulletin 
Buys WPEN From 


Stanford. 
ht Ed 
Hight 4 gar 


' the Navy and reports next month... 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY . 


Margaret Lewerth is now scripting the “Mare. Miniver,” CBS Friday night 
sustainer, which, incidentally, is now localed in England for a tie-jn With 
invasion. . ..Gilbert Seldes, of CBS, is writing a book’ based on kis 
18 of research in network daytime programming... .Virginig 
Rooks, CBS ‘Saft writer, hopped to a Canadian port last week to visit her 
husband, a captain Ue, navy....Barbara Boothe, CBS scripter, 
in Mexico City on a holiday.... It Dennis, WHN program director, back 
from Washington confabs on Fifth+Mar Loan Drive....Hal James. of 
McCann-Erickson agency, back in town eter several days ‘at Chi office. 
Hugh James taking summer leave of absehce from Blue announcing staff. 
Johnny Olsen steps into the breach... .June’issue of Coronet mag features 
a story about CBS’ “American School of the Air”....Second volume of 
book based on CBS’ “Invitation to Learning” now on the bookstalls.... 
Don Campbell, Blue web salesman, has received an ensign commission in 
.Frank N. Riggio, for many years as. 


+++ 


‘sociated with Lord & Thomas and Ruthrauff and Ryan, has resigned from 


Bulova for 6206 :: 


Philadelphia, May 23. 

The Evening Bulletin, one of the, 
largest dailies in the country, has 
purchased WPEN from the Arde 
Bulova for reported 
$620,000. 

The sale, which also included 
WPEN’s FM station. was part of a 
deal made by W. O. O'Neil, of the 
General Tire and Rubber Co., who 
bought several stations of the Bulova 
chain, 

The Bulletin is skedded to take 
possession of the 5,000-watter 
days atter the deal gets the okay of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, a process expected to take 
at least six mgnths. 

Richard W. Slocum, general man- 
ager of the Bulletin, who with He W. 
Stodghill, business manager, negoti- 
ated for the station for the past six 
months, said the Bulletin had not 
yet formulated policy for 
WPEN, nor had any decision been 
made whether the present manage- 
ment would be kept. 

The Bulletin. once one of the mosi 
conservative dailies in the 
at one time had a taboo 
radio news and tieups. Of 


interests 


against 
late, 


donell. ex-director of the Squibb | agencies and the webs unp®fepared 
show on CBS and currently associ-}| and they are only now figuring out 
ated with the United Nations organi- their obligations and readying checks | 


zation. Treasurer is Bob Shayon, of | for talent used since November, date | 
CBS. David Saperstein is counsel | from which retroactive pay is due. | 
for the Guild, Estimated that total back pay will! 
come to something between ent | 

to $150,000 for the platter talent. 
| Some agencies had been putting! 


| aside the difference between the ity | 
| and new scales with the possibility | 
of approval in mind but even these 


Heatter’s 3-Way 


paper has become radio 
having a five-hour news period on 
WFIL each day, its newscasts being 
interspersed with other shows and 
musical programs. 


‘Info’ Experts 
London Bound 


| outfits were taken somewhat aback 

a by the approval. As one of the 

| agency toppers put it, “I sort of! 

Unusual three-year deal just | | thought it might go through but it 
still hurts to have to pay again for 


worked out between Gabriel Heatter : 
and his three sponsors, will net the. something that was already paid for 


Mutual network: commentator $1.-| 4nd is now dead.’ 
000,000 for the per ae extending from | 
Jan. 1, 1945, to Jan. 1, 1948. epee 
contract expires ai hed of this yea 


Ted Patrick Quits Y Y&R 


Contract, handled through wie F C A J b 
Wasey, continues Heatter in the or ompton gcy. 0 
Monday-to-Friday 9-9:15 p.m. slot Ted Patrick has resigned as associ- 


and 8:45-9 p.m. on Sundays. Three-! ate director of Young 
way deal again ties him up with’ copy department to become director 


Kreml}, Barabsol and Forhan’s. Under | of print copy at Compton agency. 
terms of the new pact, the first year} Patrick has been serving in England 
is non-cancellable. | for the past months while on leave 


ee | as special consultant in training for 

Ji W Ik psychological warfare for the OWI. 
a er and $6, 900 Patrick had previously served with 
the OWI from May, 1942, to May. 

Pkge. of N. Y. Nostalgia | 1943. as chief of the overseas graphic | 

} section. He’s been with Y & R for 


A Web Airshow Prospect 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Presentation of a half-hour musi- 
reminiscent of old N. Y. 
Walker, 


as m.c., 


cal drama 


Starring James J. 
N. Y. 


east this 


former 
Mayor, is being taken 
Maizlish. 


who pack- 


week 
KFWB general 


by Harry 


manager, 


aged the stanza with Arthur Caesar. 
Latter will seript the series from a Patiern of invasion coverage on 
network shows both commercial 
wealin OL material assemoiea ovei and sustaining. wis bh “printed last 
the years week, with CBS taking the initiative 
Name of program, “When Old! in formulating methods at a meeting | 
, !in N. Y. atte by execs of ¢ 
New York Was Young,” has been! !" NW. ¥. attended by execs of all the | 
top agencies. That the break-ins on 
taken from the title of a song by/ the programs for flashes from the 
Gus Edwards, who will be cut in! western fighting front will be at- 
for $500 weekly if show is sold.; tended by a nmiaximum of dignity and | 
respect, always with an eye (and 
Walker is already committed to the 
. |ear) toward sensitivity of listeners, 
series, and other Gotham personali-; ith ¢ 
es intludias At have definitely assured, with all the 
nets seen keynoting their plans ac- 
highlights of their careers drama- 
| cordingly. 
se | Thus, if a comedy show is on the 
! 
Series carries a $6.500 weekly price air, no attempt will be made to cut 


tag. and Maizlish will offer it around) in with ominous tidings or’a report 
N. Y. agencies for a summer er fall’ on heavy casualty lists. and switch 


start. He was responsible. for sale! back to a gag routine. Instead, com- 
of “Grouch Club’ and Haven Mac-) edy shows will be monitored in ad- 
Quarrie. Vance, so that such flashes can be 


& Rubicam’s | 


15 years and joins Compton June 5. } 


| The Heinz-NBC “Information 
Please’ Monday night show is sked- 


ded to leave for England soon for a 
series of broadcasts and to entertain 
the GI's stationed at the overseas 
bases. Dan Golenpaul. owner of the | 
Cliftan 
will make the trip 


that John Kieran and Franklin P. 
Adams, two of the show’s regulars, 
also will go along. 

While abroad the “Info” experts 
| will match cerebrums with the 
“Brains Trust.” the BBC show which 
jhas the same _ physical setup as 
“Info” and includes such widely- 
assorted quiz toppers as scientist 


Julian Huxley. economist Sir William 
Beveridge, 


Campbell. 


s@a-rover 
orch leader 


gent, Cyril Joad, the bearded profes- 
sor of philosophy at Londons Bir- 
beck College, etc. 


Respect for Audience Sensitivity 
To Keynote Nets’ Invasion a 


handled to tie in with the more sober 
aspects of a program or at the com- 
pletion of a sequenc Similarly, 
agencies are currently preparing op- 


tional commercials which can sw 
in the’ event of bad news, to a more 
sober plug treatment, and vice versa. 
In cases of 15-minute script shows, 
arrangements are being made 
tighten them up to permit for full 
| tteatment, yet leave a minute or so 
ifor news bulletins without disrupt- 
ing continuity. On sponsored news 
ishows, CBS will have considerable 
| latitude, with discretionary power to 
j}cut in whenever necessary for the 
hot flashes. 
| CBS will maintain it usual adjust- 
ed rebate policy in cases where the 
has been 
great extent on 


commercial value of a show 
any 


depreciated to 
| the break-ins. 


Commander 
Malcolm Sar- 


| Jones,” 


latter agency to join Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample. 


Morton Downey in for two purple heart circuit appearances this week, 
He's at Halloran hospital tomorrow (Thurs.) and at St. Albans navy jin. 
sonet Sunday (28). Latter will be broadcast on CBS “Bid For Victory” 

show....Pat Cort, of Cort theatre clan, left the Blue network pub. 
lic ity "staff last week to join Red Cross for hostess duties overseas 


Libby Lackman, from N. Y. Times, newcomer to Earl Mullin’s press staf 
‘at the Noble web....Evelyn MacGregor commuting to Philadelphia for 
series of guestar shots on KYW....Maybelle Prindaville, Chi radio actress, 
heard regularly in NBC's “Backstage Wife,” making special trip to New 
York to appear on “Blind Date”....Adele Cook took over scripting of 
CBS serial, “Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,” Monday (22). James Meighan 
takes over co-lead opposite Joy Hathaway in “Amanda” series, while 
continuing in his lead roles in NBC's “Lora Lawton” and “Just Plain Bill” 

.Mat Ferro who, with her husband, dialogs the NBC strip, “Lorenzo 
has just sold a short story to the American mag. 


Lloyd Coulter, McCann-Erickson tadio v.p., to Chicago, to be joined in 
a few days by Russ Johnston, radio producer for the agency....WQXR 


|! readying additional quarters for July 1 occupancy to house station's li- 


15 | 


country, | 


Take It or 


brary, program, clerical and sales departments....George Brown, formerly 
of WHDH, Boston, has joined WNEW production staff....Duke Ellington 


will discuss juvenile delinquency in Harlem on Kathryn Craven's “News 
Through a Woinan’'s Eyes.” WNEW program (29). 
John D. Allison was appointed a veepee at Headley-Reed Co., station 


reps., last week....Lester Gottlieb. Mutual press chief, to Boston in con- 
nection with “American Woman's Jury” going full net....Michael Boscia, 
who has resigned from Y & R radio publicity dept. returns to CBS fold 
next Monday (29). 


IN CHICAGO 


Phil Baker, enroute to New York from Hollywood, 
Leave It’ show from Chicago. 
ing to close a deal for a Loop theatre fer 


. 

will air his June 4 
The sponsor and CBS are try- 

the broadcast... .Scotty, of Lulu 


Belle and Scotty, National Bain Dance team, operated on for an appen- 
dectomy, Wesley Memorial hospital, last Monday....Lum ’n’ Abner are 
| celebrating their 14th vear in radio....Every station in town on a 24- 


the 
minded, | 
| by Columbia executives prior to his departure for the Navy... 


| Walt Newton, 


| 
| 


hour alert in preparation for the invasion radio news coverage. 
Dudley Faust, Columbia tendered a luncheon last week 
.Faust gets 


formerly with Crowell-Collier 


network sales, 


a lieuterf€nt j.g. commission. Howard Keefe, 


Publishing Co., replaces Faust....Ralph Weill, manager WOV, New York, 
in town last week....WNAX, Yankton, threw a luncheon at the Palmer 


House today (Tues.). 

Eddie Hanson has replaced Gabe Wellner as staff organist at WCFL 
WGN announcer for the past two years, has been commis- 
sioned a second lieutenant in the marine corps. He leaves next week for 


| the Aviation Ground Officers School at Quantico....Ruthe Miller, for- 
merly with NBC's radio recording division, has joined the staff of the 
Neblett Radio Productions....100 cadet nurses inducted into the U. S. 


Cadet Nurses Corp. Services held at WMAQ last week. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... . 


; of Lum and Abner 
| 38th birthday, 


. with probability | 


Norris Goff won't have to go into the Army after all, 
intact. Slated for induction May 25, 
he has been given an indefinite deferment 


keeping the team 
five days off his 
Lester Culley 


| named western division recording supervisor of NBC. Grove Labora- 
tories taking over sponsorship of NBC's “O. K. For Release.” newscast and 
;} commentary by Joy Storm and Jim Doyle .Lux pulls out for the sum- 
mer a Week éaiTic¢y than originally planned, taking eight-week layolt from _ 
July 3 to Sent. 4 Don Lee’s “What's the Name of That Song?” goes 
showeasing over Mutual now that it is sponsorless....Craig Maudsley 
took over operation of Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample Hollywood office 
from Jim West. who was called back to Chicago by the agency for another 


itch, | 


to | 
| the Chicago area. 


assignment .Bill Haworth switched newscasting base from KHJ to KNX 
....Les Tremayne became “Coronet Story Teller” for a week. while Marvin. 
Mueller recovers from a rheumatic atiack....Constantin Bakaleinkofl 
front the studio band when RKO’'s “Hollywood Star Time” spreads nation- 
ally over the Blue beginning May 29. Manny Harmon has been giving the 
beat since start of the series on its test run to Denver. ...Annual dinner of 


will 


0-year employees at NBC brought out 45 decaders. Sid Strotz was host 
Strep bug moved from Frank Sinatra’s gullet to his paw, which is 
swathed in bandages....Joe Allabough. CBS contact on the Groucho Marx 


beer show, takes over production of the summer series from Dick Mack, 
who'll pass the eight weeks visiting with his dad in the east NBC's 
Radio Institute, in cooperation with Los Angeies campus of University of 


California, starts its second season — 26. Lecturers and instructors 
will be Frank Barton, Art Brearley, Lew Frost, Andy Love, Arnold Mar- 
| quis and Don Martin “Corliss Archer” moves from Saturday to Sunday 
= ght time on CBS June 11 Walter Bunker, producer on the Jack Benny 

ow, goes east next month to handle the Allan Young summer sub tor 
Ed die Cantor. 


“‘Hlelen Trent’ Chi Duly Replacer 
To New York, June 5 July 4, Is ‘Nitwit Court’ 
serial, moves im teem che, With Ransom Sherman 


noontime serial, moves in from Chi, | 
“Nitwit Court.” Ransom 


June 5, and will emanate from N. Y. | with 

from then on. Shift leaves only one | : 3 1 
Air Features (Frank and Anne Hum- | Sherman as the befuddled judge ane 
mert’? serial, “Backstage Wife.” in| a act 
| defendants. 
Virginia Clark, lead, and a few of | 


the more important casters will come 


trio of stooges who will as 


court attendants. 
set as the summer 


is 


etc., 


replacement for 


| east with the show and rest of cast | Duffy's Tavern” on the Blue statt 
will be recruited from among N. Y, | ing July 4. 

thespers. Reason for change, accord- | Bristol-Myers (Sal Hepztica and 
ing to Air Features, was feeling by Minit-Rub) is paying $3,500 peitwee' 


the Hummerts that closer relation- | for the package, with the orech not 
ships between toppers and perform- | set. Program will originate on the 
ers was advisable. | Coast. Understood that if stanza 

“Helen Trent” is sponsored by | clicks, it will continue in the fall 
American Home Products. to plug | in another network spot on “Dufly’s 
Benefax and Bisvudol. \return. 
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AGCYS. VERY WARM FOR MAY 


INVI TATION TO SCRUTINY. 


Theoretically there’s no reason why discussion programs and) 
forums on the air could not be sponsored under properly controlled | 
conditions. The advantages are obvious, permitting for better net- | 
work time, and more stations, with a resultant increase in the size | 
of the audience. 


Theoretically. But in a practical world dominated by finances, | 
the sponsorship of “America’s Town Meeting of the Air” by 
Reader’s Digest is loaded with dynamite. For despite repeated as-_ 
surances of a strict “hands off” policy by the sponsor, the fact. 
remains many are wondering whether any person or group, no 
matter how altruistic, would plunk down a reputed $1,000,000 with- 
out a purpose in mind. The pros and cons anent sponsored forums 
have been argued for years, with the Federal Communications 
Commission remaining adamant in its view that sponsorship would 
tend toward shackling freedom of speech. 


Whether or not potential sponsors of air forums in the past were 
reluctant to bite because they doubted the commercial value of 
this type of program, or because of the fear of being accused of 
undermining one of the Four Freedoms, hasn’t definitely been 
established. In any event, when radio’s top forum program as-_ 
sumes sponsorship, it may well sound its own death knell. For it 
would then be subjected to a scrutiny that may well render it 
antiseptic. 


It’s recalled that several years ago, when the “Wake Up America” 
forum was “sponsored” by the American Economic Foundation, it 
was immediately rendered suspect, although in that particular case | 
it developed into a well balanced discussion program with the only | 
possible evidence of influence suggested by the frequent appear- | 
ances of Dr. Ruth Alexander, a brilliant woman economist closely | 


identified with wealth. 


But the real eyebrow-raising aspect of “Town Meeting” is the | 
emergence of a magazine wielding such powerful influence, as the | 
program's sponsor. Particularly in view of the fact that the maga- | 
vine has been accused by liberals of bias, of being anti-Roosevelt, | 
anti-labor. Add to this the fact that the magazine is reported | 
currently engaged in the preparation of a “big business” blast at | 
the FCC and its chairman, James L. Fly, aa disclosed in testimony | 
last week in Washington. The fact that the midget mag with the 
giant circulation has been criticized for “planting” material with | 
other periodicals for the purpose of picking it up for reproduction | 
may also have the effect of putting the program on the spot in the 
future. Thus the likelihood exists that each weekly program will 
be subjected to vigorous inspection to detect, either in subject or | 
selection of speakers, anything suggesting a setup or “loading of 
dice.” 


~ Going a step further, some people are-wondering if the magazine 
may take the forum talks and print them and, if so, whether the 
reprints will be balanced presentations or culled judiciously to 
serve editorial purposes. If there is a motive, it is all a matter of | 
tactics and technique. 


How, then, can radio defend freedom of speech on sponsored 
forum programs? itis a of 


Rex Stout Hits At | Be 


| Prep ‘Buffalo Bill’ As 


Juve Daytime Serial 
Producing team of Chick Vincent 
and Ted Green are readying a 15- 


across-the-board western se- 
kid and teen-age 
“The Adventures of 


minute 
ries geared for 
audiences titled 
Buffalo Bill.” 

Though still in the nebulous stage, 
| several agency nibbles have been re- 
| ported, 


In Radio Scripts 


Speaking on “Racial Intolerance 
last week (16) before members of | ——- 


the Radio Writers Guild in N. a 
Execs Name Arthur Cobb 
As Prez of New Agency 


ne cecried as being all too prevalent | 
four execs 


in radio scripting. Perpetuation of 
the myth, he charged, was only suc- | 
ceeding in falsifying the picture of 
the country. 


New agency formed by 


As pointed out by Stout, the ex- | who broke away from Pedlar, Ryan 
aggerated, false emphasis put On| g Jouisk. will be called Doherty, Cobb 
strictly Anglo-Saxon names, situa- | g Shenfield. Arthur+Cobb will be 
Hons, ete., is contrary to the condi- prexy of new organization with 
“ons as they actually exist Francis J. Doherty and Lawrence L. 

In pointing to the repeated per- | Shenfield as veepees, and Donald K. 
petuation of non-minority groups, | Clifford as veepee and treasurer. 
Stout cited the tendency to invari- Bob King will head new outfits pub- 
#bly refer in scripts to “going to | licity department. Group Is stull 
church,” rather than any reference | seeking N. Y. offices. 
tO aitending mass or the synagogue. Bristol-Mvers is only account defi- 


as yet. The lat- 


Attorney” and 
led by 


by agency 

District 
Family” will be hand 
outfit starting Aug. 9. 


Similarly, he the tagging of | nitely set 
characters with strictly Anglo-Saxon | ters “M 
Hemes is equally as fallacious. “Parker 

Stout spoke at the regular monthly | the new 
meeting at the invitation of Pete | 


Lyon, v.p. of the New York chapter | 6 
of the Guild, with talk one in series Rockin’ Chair Lady's’ S 
Summer Sustainer 


| 
arranged by War Board's committees | 

CBS is prepping a show headed by 


fostering racial goodwill. 
| songstress Mildred Bailey to fill the 


William O'Neil’s Son Lost 
11:30-12 p.m. spot on the net for the 
Not decided yet when 


Sala, 


Lieut. Hugh F. O. O'Neil. son of 


William M. O'Neil, president and cummer. 


chairman of executive committee. chow tees off. 

Yankee Network, and presinent of Session also will feature top guest 
WJW, Cleveland, was killed on May) tooters such as Harry James or 
12 when his navy plane crashed it) Tommy Dorsey and less well-known 


the Pacific ocean off San Diego dur- musicians who'll get billing as “in- 


ing a heavy wind storm. , strumentalists of the’ future. 


| whipping the boys 
| been the unusual casualty list of the 


| star beefs, 


| he'll 


| in other directions, 


BOYS 
TEMPERATL 


In contrast to the usual pre-sum- 
mer lull and moratorium on idea 
development heretofore prevailing at 
this time of year in agencies, the 
boys responsible for many of the top 
air shows are currently running ex- 
cessively high cerebral temperatures 


devising program techniques. 


The reasons ascribed are varied, 
but whatever the cause, it’s agreed 
that, despite the wartime manpower 


situation and general three-cylinder 
operation, the trade is expertencing 
a “healthy” period of activity that’s 
bound, it’s felt, to reflect itself in 
an improved air programming setup 
next season. 

As one top agency exec put it: 
“There wont be any cobwebs, 
mental or otherwise, around this 
summer. The boys with the ideas 
are really going to town and the guy 


, who's just sitting back is out of the 


picture.” Others share his viewpoint 
and a check into agency activity 
supports the statement. 

Viewed as chiefly responsible for 
the beehive of mental activity that’s 
into high has 


past season, which saw some of the 
air accounts pass from one 
agency to another’ because of | 


client dissatisfaction with the shows, 
etc. Thus the current 
renewal time period is attended by 
the assorted agency pitch to con- 
vince the client that next season 
enjoy a rating of which he 
could be justly proud. 

Aside from the production end, the 
healthy aspect, so far as the indus- 
try is concerned, also reflects itself 


tinuous upward surge in network 
and agency billings, which are again 
headed for record totals this year. 


WFIL Cancels All 
Car Ad Biz 


Philadelphia, March 23.” 
For the first time in the history of 
the station, WFIL, Blue network 
outlet in Philadelphia. has issued a 
blanket cancellation of certain type 
business. Used car advertising is the 
category affected and the new order 
becomes effective Mav 29. 
In announcing the order 


Roger 


Clipp, station prexy, said: “Some 
months ago WFIL was happy to ac- 
cept the advertising of used car mer- 
chants, considering it emergency 
business in the public interest. But 
from that time to this, the business 
has so grown as to make an auction 
block of broadcast station facilities 
In deference to our listeners, we are 
stopping the ‘highest prices offered’ 


merathon. 


“Our doors are only temporarily 
clesed. They will be open for busi- 
ness once more when the buying and 


selling of used cars 


hapless race and returns to the prin- 
healthy competi- 


ceases 10 be a 


ciples of 
tion, 


business 


Two mportant network shows 
ere sold by the CBS Western Sales | "04" Sponsorship on the network. 
picking conce}l of “Bre ‘ ews 
Goodyear-Pidgeon Show; was bought by Armour 11:90-11:45 
F 9 us n eci e & Co. for the full CBS networ k of 
all Status Undecided Oholer-Robson W Bon 
tus, plans for the program's re- | Packing Co. has arranged for Mates Want Th 
— inthe fall are reported in a)‘ CBS hookup of 29 stations, five S, ocais an em 
| state of flux. Expectations are that | wanes weekly 3-15=3-30- ‘EWT). be- | Series of four transeribed broad- 
| Gooe year will retain the half-hour vinning July 17 and will drop spon- | casts, “Four for the Fifth:* being 
-8:30 spot opposite the Edgar Ber- | ‘Prship of “Helpmate” over NBC on | written and directed by Arch Oboler 
how. although whether itu! July 14.. No show has yet been set! and Bil] Robson for the Fifth War 
viteh format and retain the Pidg- | !0° the spot. Loun drive. is being offered oniy to 
eon dramatic stanza still appears to local outlets because they contain 
be problematical. such straight-from-the-shoulder, re- 
Young and Rubicam execs han- CBS Book Chat Set «listie material that nets would be 
djing the account huddled with client inuble to carry them because of 
reps in Akron last week. | Orville Prescott. New York Times! policies and tabus on realistic sound 
Reported that Goodyear isn't any erary critic. will be featured in effects and “gi uesome” scripts. 
ioo happy over the Pidgeon show's beok commenting stint on CBS start- More than 760 jocals have already 
rating. with the program's Hooper , ** June 10. zereed to carry the half-hour shows 
for the May 1-7 period at 6.3 as com-| Stanza will be heard in the 2-2:15 which will be spotted one each week 
| pered to the Bergen 23.4 rating. f p.m. «slot, once-weekly. j for the four weeks of the drive. 


| 


‘Assignment’ Clincher As Johnson 


Wax Buys Lata at War for Summer 


Haymes, Jenkins Orch 


Into Ronald Colman Spot 

Dick Haymes and Gordon Jenkins 
orchestra comprise the summer re- 
placement Tuesday night for Ronald 
Colman at 7:30 over NBC. 


- Summer series. starts June 20. 


Wally Jordan of the William Morris 
agency set the deal via Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 


ClO Wins Scrap 


With NBC Heads 
On Controversy 


Script differences almost precipi- 


“Words at War.” Tuesd; 
30-minute NBC 
aramatizations put on in cooperation 
with the Cou Books in W: 
time and currently heard as a publie 
in the 11:30-midnigcht 
skedded for sponshorship. 
Wax 
into the 
o clock 


vht 
series of book 
ne on 
service feature 
seement, is 
Johnson's wants the show to 
Tuesday night 9:30-10 
slot as summer revlacement 


for Fibber McGee & 


Molly, also 

sponsored by S. C. Joh: Co 
Council, whose fine! OK on the 
deal *& reported imminent. will share 
in a percentage of the coin, with the 
show, as in the past. be randled 
as an NBC package. “Words” moves 


into the sponsored time slot on July 
4 for 13 weeks until the Fibber prove 
gram returns, Oct. 3 

Clincher the 
through Needham. Louis & Brorby, 
of Chicago. agency on the account, 
was the “Assignment U.S.A.” dr; 


deal hane led 


| tization which stirred up nationwide 
|} comment for its outspoke 


treatment 


of homefront fascism and dangers 
| tated an open breach between the retarding the war effort. Recent re- 
CIO and NBC last week over the | peat on the program. it's recalled, 
net sustainer “Labor for Victory,”| resulted in NBC outlets in Besten 
heard Sunday afternoons, 1:15-1:30 and Mobile. two cities singled out te: 
p.m. Session presents programs un- attack in the broadcast, failing to 
der CIO and AFL auspices on alter- | pick up the stanza. 
nate weeks, and the web and the | Paradex 
CIO have been at loggerheads over | Other strong inetivetions in agency 
the stanza’s format since the be- | taking on the show for lient, it’s 
ginning. AFL hasn't run into any | reported, were dramatizatuns of the 
difficulties with NBC because it! Ernie Pyle book and “Bell for 
confines its programming to speeches | Adano” program seripted by Larry 


such as the con- } 


| a drama with 


by union reps. The CIO, 
prefers playlets and this conflicts 
with the network policy against 
dramatization of controversial is- 
sues. 

Plans by 
sent Sunday's 
matters to a 


however, | 


the labor group to pre- 

(21) show brought 
head. The show 
“I Am an American— | 
as the theme. - Net thought | 
this was a controversial issue, with 
the union claiming that, with no 
candidates as yet chosen, any appeal | 


Was 


I Vote” 


for registration and voting must, of | 


| necessity, 


be non-partisan. CIO re- | 
fused to back down and intended to | 
put on a speaker who would tell the 


radio audience about the net's ob- 


| jections. 


| gesture of 


could cancel the 
being a sustainer, but the | 
upon the program as a} 
goodwill towards labor. | 


Of course, NBC 
show, it 
net looks 


Net toppers finally allowed the ses- | 
sion to go on as originally skedded, | 
but exacted promise that union of- | 


ficiale . meet with them ta 
work out agreement on _ future | 
cripts. Meeting will be held tomor- 


row (25) 


Program has proved somewhat of 


a headache for NBC since its incep- 
tion and particularly so this cam- 
paign year. Web even hinted to 


unions it might be a good idea if 


ession went off for next three 
months thereby avoiding any em- 
barrassment arising from the elec- 


LIONS, 


PACKING FIRMS BUY 
TWO CBS SEGMENTS , 


hicago. May 23. 


| dropped 


attached to 
Menkin no longe is 
reportedivy having been 
“Words At War” 
pro-liberal view- 


Menkin. Unusual angie 
latter is that 
with NBC. 
from the 
staff for allegedly 
points. 
Spensorship of series is viewed as 
atest hypo yet given 
by commercial radio to outspoken 
public service programming and is 
in sharp contrast to reported feeling 
among some NBC toppers who, 
to interest stirred up by “Assign- 
ment,” are said to have considered 
the series as “too hot” to handle. 


Kellogg Deal In 
Works Will Give 


Blue Ayem SRO 


Following on the 


probably the pre 


pl ior 


heels of the re- 


cent sale of the 12 ‘noon)-12:360 slot 
on the Blue to Procter & Gambie, 
Kellogg's has taken an option on the 
11:45-noon slot on the entire net- 
work. Thus if the deal goes through 
ihe Bi) one, of all the webs, goes 
SRO o ponsored shows across the 
board for the three-hour stretch 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Si wily 
ine 3Zlue’s fixed policy on daytime 
programming which eschews the 
on-hangover formula is seen as 

per! ne a in terms of wooing clients 

uilding audiences 
tanza for the new Kellogg «pot 


is currently being mulled, though no 
yet It will give 


11:15-noon 


aqecision 
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Soft Pedal Gab, Get Back to Lab, 
Fly’s Advice to Tele Industry 


There’s been too much chatter} 
about television, in the opinion of 
FCC Chairman James L. Fly who | 
thinks the infant industry could best} 
be served by an intensive research | 
project in laboratories and experi-| 
mental stations. He delivered this) 
advice last week (18) at ihe first; 
weekly meeting of the N. Y. Radio | 
Executives Club television seminar 


ACTIVE 
SALT LAKE 


ang 


S. S$. FOX 


President and General Manager 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
National Representative 


| advance in tele, Fly pointed out, is, 
/ to a great degree in the hands of the 


| declared, “are in the best positions 
| to set the pace and, for that matter, 


| the gag about the drunk at the race | 
| track who, after betting a wad on a 


that the horse didn’t have achance 
las the stable wasn’t out 
| Punch line was stew’s reply that, if 
| the horse didn’t win, it would be hell 


| mailed out next day (Fri.). 


| the subject but that the real job was 


| casters, 


before about 400 enthusiasts and in- 
formation-seekers. 

He likewise dispelled all fears that 
the FCC, as far as he was concerned, 
would favor any strangling of pres- 
ent day tele operations in favor of 
awaiting future developments... But 
Fly did say that military advances 


in the past two years held great 
promise that post-war video would | 
take great strides as soon as these | 
developments 
with materials and manpower now 
in wartime operations. 

Because of the war, Fly declared, 
there can be no clear cut issue of 
tele’s future at this time. But he 
promised that the Government would 
keep pace with the industry by ad- 
justing standards to, keep pace with 
improvements worked out for video 
transmission and reception. “The im- 
portant consideration,” he said, “Is 
that no one, today or tomorrow, erect 
any legal commercial or artificial 
barrier that may retard television's 
advance (from today’s system to im- 


proved standards already envisioned ) | J 


where it will almost inevitably land.” | 
This statement was in reference to} 
expected RTPB recommendations | 
that 30 channels, 20 megacycles wide, 
be allocated for experimentation in 
the 600-2,000 megacycle band seek- 
ing color and higher definitions, 
In Industry Control 
Question of speed and degree of 


industry itself. “RCA and NBC.” he 


to project the outcome and that, in- 
deed, is a grave responsibility.” 
He followed this statement with 


nag, was told by the nag’s owner 


to win. 


of a slow race because he owned the 
other four entries. (This portion of 
the speech was not included in 
NBC’s press release of Fly’s remarks 


FCC Chairman also gibed at news- 
paper editorialists and others “on 
the fringe” of the industry posing as 
tele experts. He said NBC Pres. 
Niles Trammell was right in stating 
too many amateurs are talking about 


to find anyone to admii he was an 


amateur. Conclusion of Fly’s speech 
set forth that interests of all con- 
cerned, manufacturers and broad- 


must be tied together lest 
short changing the public on tele 
prove a boomerang. 

Trammell and Dr. Alfred N. Gold- 
smith also addressed the seminar 
session, the latter to outline what 
has been done in developing tele to 
its present level and possible future 
programming trends. 


—— 


Yes. Judy and Colgate get a Des Moines audience 52.4’ 
national Hooper. Exceptional? Not at all. The 48 CBS commercial 
evening shows on KRNT average exactly 30.3% greater than their 
National Hooperating. No wonder more than 150 national and regional 
advertisers use KRNT in Iowa's No. 1 Market — Des Moines. 


Des Moines » CBS basic « A Cowies Station 


KRNT Affiliated with Des Moines Register-Triaune +» Represented by Katz 


are available along} and sharp brain. 


New Act 


JAMES L. FLY (1) 


Monologist 
12 Mins. 
NBC Studio 6A, N. Y¥. 
This standard single has been 


around for a long time but does not 
appear in “Variety's” files probably 
because Fly generally works from a 
banquet dais or Senate committee 
hearing room. When caught (18) at 
Radio Execs club television seminar, 
act worked without props or makeup 
from speaker's stand on stage. 

Single’s mussed hair and careless 
attire strives for rustic classification 
but illy conceals turn's real ability 
Laugh harvest sat- 
isfactory if not boffy with “stew” bit 
concerning drunk at track, 
using Niles Trammell as_ straight 
man (Fly has been trying to break 
him in as stooge on FCC wheel for 
several seasons now), nearest thing 
to rolling them in the aisles. Fly's 
characterization of the stew puts the 
gag over. 

Single imparts strong impression 
he knows what he’s talking about 
and, unless new contracts are writ- 
ten in November, of being in a posi- 
tion to direct course of tele affairs 
pretty much along line he favors. 

Donn. 


CBS, champion of the high fre- 
quency-wide band television-of-the- 
future school, has placed an order 
with General Electric for an experi- 
mental transmitter tailored to this 
system for installation in the Chry- 
sler Tower. N.Y. Web's present video 
transmitting equipment is installed 
there. New outlet according to CBS, 
will operate on frequencies nearly 
10 times as high (above 400 mega- 
cycles) as WCBW. 

Although GE has accepted the 
order it is contingent upon CBS ob- 
taining an experimental FCC license 


Webs Can Own 
Outlets in 5 Cities 


Washington, May 23. 
FCC has amended its regulation on 


Television 


continued from page 


of them with the cream of the crop | 
being used in both television and 
pictures,” he said. “Where pictures 
in the past have drawn much of their 
talent from legitimate stage, dramat- 
ic stock companies and radio, tele- 
vision bids fair to become their lead- 
ing source of talent in the future. 
This will hold, not only with the 
stars, but with all types of perform- 
ers. The same situation will prob- 
ably prevail in the field of writers, 
directors and producers many of 
whom will work in both fields.” 

Balaban pointed out that the enor- 
mous mechanical and _ production 
expense that will confront the tele-| 
vision industry in the immediate 
years ahead may well hold video sal-| 
aries for actors at a level far below! 
those paid comparable talent in Hol-| 
lywood. “This leads to the inescap- 
able conclusion that, though televi- 
sion will be a big and important in- 
dustry, in the final analysis the pic-| 
ture industry will still be the top! 
goal of most talent in the acting and 
production fields for many years to 
come,” said Balaban. 

Siphoning Off Process 

Another case in point is that 
throughout the entire country there | 
are probably not more than 10 talent 
scouts. These men have no way of 


| of five stations. 


the multiple ownership of television 
stations to permit single ownership 
The previous limit 
was three. The action will permit 
the national webs to spot their own 
outlets in five key cities. Regulation, 
as amended, says in part: 


“The commission will regard the 
ownership, operation or control of 
more than five television broadcast 
Stations as constituting a concentra- 
tion of control of television broad- 
casting factlities in a manner incon- 
sistent with public interest, conveni- 
ence or necessity.” 

“In making grants of more than 
one television station license to one 
concern,” said FCC in a statement, 
“the Commission will give consider- 
ation to the development of a nation- 
wide television service, the geo- 
graphic relation of the various pro- 
posed locations, and the public need 
for the proposed service at such loca- 
tions.” 


Conover Cover Girls Will 
Come to Life Via New 
WABD, N. Y., Video Series 


The gal who regularly appears on 
the back cover of “Vague” magazine 
extolling the virtues of “Zilch’s” soap 
will be transplanted to the television 
screen beginning May 31 when Harry 
Conover presents a group of his 
models in a_ series of dramatic 
sketches over DuMont’s WABD, N. Y. 


reaching potential talent but rather 


television setup this would be clearly 
motion picture industry. 


the top 10 or 20° 
siphoned off into the picture busi- 
ness in many Cases. 

Balaban pointed out that for many 
years one of the biggest problems of 
the motion picture industry has been 
to try to attract that segment of the 
population that has either never 
been to a movie or bought a ticket 
about once a year. He pointed out 
that sex appeal, elaborate set dec- 
orations, and all the numberless vis- 
ual gimmicks that will be part of the 
new television field will be brought 
into the homes of television set 
owners for the first time via video 
trailers on current movies. 

Curious angle in terms of the pic- 
ture industry from the exhibitors’ 
standpoint is the fact that small 


above their 


| 
| 


| sential conflict between pictures and 


big circuits 
Balaban, who pointed out that tech- 
nicolor trailers of forthcoming at- 
tractions being run on most, if not 


all, television circuits to attract busi- 
ness 


will, in turn, 
houses which will 
television picture advertising 

“It has long been my contention,” 
said Balaban, “that there is 


help the little 


no es- 


television, just as there is no essen- 
tial conflict between pictures and 
radio. In 1925 there were hundreds 
of theatre owners throughout the 
country who were firmly convinced 
that radio would hurt picture at- 
tendance nationally. They gave the 
examples of championship prize 
fights, racing events and big political 
conventions where people stayed 
home to listen to the radio’ rather 
than go to the theatre as prime ex- 
amples that proved their contention. 
Actually, however, through the years, 
the exact opposite has proven to be 
the case.” 


will probably be | 


houses will get a real break from the | 
This was explained by | 


get the benefit of | 


Idea of session is to showcase the 


are on the lookout for rare beauty} Conover Coverettes particularly for 
or outstanding characters. Under the | 


their selling potentialities in video 


| commercials. 
available for the inspection of the} 


Gals will take roles in original 


When tele-| dramatic sketches written expressly 
vision develops actors and actresses,| for the stanzas by Jay Strong and 
Ersatz commercials | 


Bob Williams. 
spotted at beginning and end featur- 
ing “X” suds and “Z” corn flakes will 
exploit gals and present possibilities 
in tele commercial technique. 


| 


CBS Orders Tele 
From G. E. for Chrysler Tower, N. Y. 


to operate “upstairs” and also igs 
subject to agreement between pur- 
chaser and seller on specifications 
and cost. The war, too, is an all- 
important factor, of course, making 
expected delivery date of transmit. 
ter anybody's guess. 

CBS hopes, according to Paul w., 
Kesten, v.p., to broadcast, for at least 
a brief period after the war, present 
tele pictures and those of improved 
quality simultaneously. “It is our 
hope.” he said, “to demonstrate so 
clearly the advantages of finer tele- 
vision images that we will accelerate 
their general adoption in FCC stand- 
ards and in set manufacture.” CBS 
is willing, Kesten said, to assume 
double transmission expenses to 
“save broadcasters in general from 
the burden” and to “save the public 
from any large investment in sets 
which might become obsolete over- 
night.” 


Schenectady. — Roi Cooper 
Megrue’s “The Same Old Thing” 
will be televised on WRGB Thurs- 
day night (25). Locai cast, includ- 
ing Ed Flynn, program manager 
of WSNY, will perform. 


Sales-able stations 
find national repre- 
semtation by Weed 
& Company means 
more sales. 


If you 
want your own 
story to get across 
to top time buyers.) 
consider adding 
this line your 
teeterheads: &'Nat4 
ionally represented: 
by Weed: & Com: 
pany.# 


31% of WWJ's advertisers, exclusive of net- 


work, buy programs ranging from full-hour 
Symphonies to 5-minute programs, 


WWJ 


ica’s Pioneer Brogd 


ing Station — First in Detroit 


Owned and Operated by The Detroit News 
National Representotives 


THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


| | | 
| | | 
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| | 
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Chet Roche Sees Tele Spur 


Reader’s Digest ‘Meeting’ 
Deal Was Town Hall 


Radio; Says Nets Must Keep Pace. lea, Geo. Denny Reveals 


Television, full-blown, not 
will set up a brand-new and fabulous 
amusement-advertising industry of 
jis own but, by its competition, will 
spur radio into improved techniques 
in writing, production, etc., in the 
opinion of Chester J. La Roche, who 
took over active duties two weeks 
ago as chairman of the Blue net- 
work’s exec board. 

Broadcasting, he says, will have to 
up its pay scale for writers in order 
to wean the cream of the crop away 
from Hollywood. Increased expen- 
ditures for producing talent, all 
along the line, also is due post-war, 
he feels, not only on sponsored shows 
but on network sustaining and pub- 
lic service features as well. “With 
the coming of television,” he said, 
“the importance of the place of cre- 
ative men in radio cannot be over- 
stressed.” 

it was because radio was such a 
good combination of business and 
public service that La Roche was led 
to come into it, he says. Formerly 
board chairman at Young & Rubi- 
cam, he bought into the Blue some 
months ago, being prevented by ill- 
ness from taking over at thai time. 
He begged off discussing specific 
plans “because I've been here only 
a few minutes.” He's also giving up 
his job as chairman of the War Ad- 
vertising Council because it’s a full- 
time job, he says, with its work in- 


creased tremendously. Harold B. 
Thomas, vice-chairman, will likely 


carry on. 

La Roche sees a most competitive 
sales period coming after the war, 
when old programs will have to be 
maintained or rebuilt, and new ones 
pushed, which. will present a chal- 
lenge to the industry. He also sees 
improved media; lower sales cost, 
and new competition in listener's in- 
terest. 


‘Fergotten Men’ on Draft 
Boards Kudesed On New 
WLW Service’ Program 


Cincinnati, May 23. 

Kudoes to men who volunteered 
for the tough and too-often thank- 
less job of serving on draft boards 
are given by WLW in a public serv- 
ice series of Saturday afternoon 
quarter-hour programs that was in- 
augsurated last week (20) 

Katherine Fox, coordinator of the 


Station’s war activities, came up 
with program idea. Draft board 
members from Ohio, Indiana, Ken- 


tucky and Virginia are interviewed 
and given opportunity to outline a 
particular case history from the files 
of their boards. 

Series is titled “For Distinguished 
Service.” 


6 CHI STATIONS OX. 
GABBER PAY BOOSTS 


Chicago, May 23. 
At hearing held here today before 
a War Labor Board panel, William 
Friednfan, representing six Chicago 


Class B stations agreed to an aver- 
age salary increase of 30% for all 
announcers. Main controversy be- 


tween stations and APRA is the de- 
mand of union for a “pay-within- 
Pay” setup wherein announcers 
would get an additional 25c for 
every commercial announcement on 
a five-minute program with a gradu- 
ated increase for longer shows up to 
50c for a half-hour program. 

Station owners contend .arrange- 
ment is economically unsound and 
that cost of handling-*would be pro- 
hibitive Both AFRA and 


have agreed upon d 


stations 
ischarge and 


vacation clauses which will be same 


as Class A stations. Mortimer Becker 

of Jaffe and Jaffe. N. Y.. is repre- 

senting AFRA. Stations involved 

are WCFL, WIND, WAIT. WAAF, | 
WGES. and WJJD. Chairman of the 

meeting was Robert J. Appel, labor 

relations director. Central States 

area, 


Coleman Into Pic Prod? 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Caro) Coleman and General Amus. 
Corp. are talking over a deal where- 
by the Blue networker would write 
and produce pictures incesendently. 

Coleman, assistant production 
Manager of the web as well as a 
writer-producer, has only to give 
the green light, and plans will be 
forwarded, with a major studio al- 
ready having okayed release of the 
films, ‘ 


only 


| WNEW, N. Y.., 


WNEW, N.Y., Sets Music | 
Discussion Panel Series 


“Face the Music,” panel discussion 
stanza probing the musical field. 
preems a weekly series June 11 on! 
in the 9 to 9:30 p.m. |! 
niche. 

Dr. Felix Guenther, music lecturer 
at N.Y.U., and head of the standard 
section of the E. B. Marks Music Co.. 
will be moderator, with top person- 
ages in the musical field taking part. | 
Initial question to be discussed will 
be, “Should all operas be given the 
‘Carmen Jones’ treatment?” 


SCIENCE ED'S (BS 


AIRER ON POST-WAR 


“Adventures in Science,” program 
featuring Watson Davis, director of| 
Science Service, will be heard on 
CBS one-time-per-week starting | 
June 10 in the 2:15-2:30 p.m. niche. 

Davis will! discuss inventions, orig- | 
inally used in the war, which will | 
be turned into the consumer field 
post-war. He will debunk many! 
scientific theses, and also advise | 


_end promotion. In addition, Reader’s 


Decision to accept sponsorship for 


“America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air.” sold last week by the Blue 
network to Reader's Digest, fol- 


lowed a survey of the entire Town 
Hall, N. Y., situation by Dr. James 


| Rowland Angell, former Yale prexy 


and currenily NBC _ educational 
director, George V Denny, Jr., pro- 


gram moderator, stated this week. 
Dr. Angell’s recommendation ta go 
commercial was based on premise | 


“Meeting” thus would 
stature and its audience. 

Initial step that resulted in mag 
buying the show came from Denny, 
he said, adding that several other 
prospects also were interested. 
These included Goodrich, the N. Y. 
Stock Exchanze and Newsweek. 
Under new setup to be inaugurated 
Sept. 7 “Town Meeting.” it’s ex- 
pected, will spend more time on the 
road. 

Financial deal lias not been made 
public but it’s estimated Town Hall 
will receive a budget of around 
$5.000 a week fo: speakers, produc- 
costs, staff additions, travelling 


Digest and its ad agency, BBD&O, 
also will publicize and promote the 
series as will the Blue. All in all, 


'Englebach-Geiger Combo 


For Penicillin Series 


DeVere Engelbach, producer of the 
| Philco-“Variety” “Radio Hall of 
|Fame.” has added a third show to his 
this of the 


string summer, on top 


maintain | CBS 15-minute dramatic show he 
| does for Englander Mattress Friday 


nights. The new chore is for Schen- 
ley as the Cresta 
ment but will plug pénicillin in dra- 
matic form. <A returning army of- 
ficer from the different warfronts 
will detail the benefits of the new 
drug. 

As with “Dream,” the Englander 
show, Milton Geiger will script the 
penicillin program, Geiger is also 
a scripter on “Hall of Fame.” Inci- 
dentally, the Philco show goes into 
a straight musical format. with Paul 
Whiteman’s music this summer after 
this Sunday's (28) final HOF. This 
is the gala blowoff with Al Jolson, 
Kate Smith, Eddie Cantor, Benny 
Goodman, Nora Martin, et al. White- 


including time cost for the full wet, 
39 weeks, sporsored proposition | 


man, who has been on the Coast on 
a Republic film, “Atlantic City,” gets 


youths how to get along in the scien-| comes close to being a $1,000,000; back Friday (26) and \-ill maestro 


tifie field. 


deal. 


the final show. 


a 


Dead Air On NBC, Blue, Mutual Webs 
Looms June | m NABET Strike Threat 


Paralysis of broadcasting opera- 


| tions at NBC, the Blue and Mutual 


looms, June 1, when the engineers 


|are expected to go out on strike in 


protest over agreement between the 
nets and the American Federation 
of Musicians on operation of trane 
scription turntables. Only airers on 
which the engineers will continue to 
work are those directly connected 
with wartime service. Remainder of 


‘sessions, which means all commercial 


Blanca replace- | 


middle for, 


and non-government programs, face 
possibility of not going on air for 
lack of men in the control booths. 

AFM-networks pact, now pending 
approval by the WLB, calls for op- 
eration of the turntables By musi- 
cians. The engineer members of the 
National Assn. of Broadcast Engi- 
neers and Technicians have always 
handled this procedure and agree- 
ment would cut them out. As a re- 
sult NABET has informed the WLB 
of intentions to go out on strike June 
1 if the musicians move in. 

Webs find themselves caught in 
if they refused to 


isign with the AFM, Petrillo would 


pull all musicians out of the studios. 
By making peace with him, it’s “out 


|of the frying pan” for the nets. Man- 


agements are seeking some sort of 
compromise but to date no plan has 
been acceptable to both the AFM 
and NABET. 


YOULL BE AN ARMCHAIR COLUMBUS! 


You'll sail with television through vanishing 
horizons into exciting new worlds. You'll be 
an intimate of the great and near-great. You'll 
sit at speakers’ tables at historic functions, 
down front at every sporting event, at all top- 
flight entertainment. News flashes will bring 
you eye-coverage of parades, fires and floods; 
of everything odd, unusual and wonderful, 
just as though you were on the spot. And far- 
sighted industry will show you previews of 


new products, 


new delights ahead. . 


All this—the world actually served to you 
on a silver screen—will be most enjoyably, 
yours when you possess a DuMont Television- 
Radio Receiver. It was DuMont who gave 
really clear picture reception to television. 
It will be DuMont to whom you will turn 
in peacetime for the finest television receiving 
sets and the truest television reception...the 
touchstone that will make you an armchair 
Columbus on ten-thousand-and-one thrilling 


voyages of discovery! 


COPYRIGHT 1944, 


ALLEN B. DUMONT LABORATORIES, INC., GENERAL OFFICES AND PLANT, 2 MAIN AVENUE, PASSAIC, .N. J. 


TELEVISION STUDIOS AND STATION W2XWV, 515 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 
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Wednesday, May 21, 1914 


Hundreds of Adanos, known by other 
names and scattered throughout the world, 
find daily consolation in bells the Axis hasn’t 
been able to silence—the NBC chimes. 

Every night and day of the year, America’s 
best-known radio signal rings through 
friendly and enemy countries alike, carry- 
ing hope among the downtrodden... sound- 
ing a warning to this nation’s enemies... 
echoing a welcome and familiar note to 
Americans fighting abroad. 

An Italian prisoner now in the U.S. writest 
“When I think how the voice of NBC brings 
daily comfort to so many Italians suffering 
in the homeland under the German heel, I 
should like to shake your hand.” 


Long before Hitler marched into Poland, 
NBC began broadcasting in six languages 


They all tune to the 


Broadcasting 


it’s a National Habit 


over two powerful international short-wave 
transmitters beamed to various parts of the 
world. Countless hundreds abroad learned 
to rely on NBC for news and entertainment. 


Pearl Harbor marked the beginning of 
increased, and ever increasing co-operation 
between the Government and NBC. Its In- 
ternational Division became a hard-hitting 
front-line weapon in the field of psycho- 


logical warfare. 
~ 


NBC’s international broadcasts began as an 
experiment ... just one of the many types 
of experiments NBC carries on constantly 
to maintain its leadership in radio. It is the 
results of these experiments cee experiments 
in many fields... which help keep NBC out 
in front, help make NBC “The Network 
Most People Listen to Most.” 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radio 


Corporation of America 
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NBC Tieup With Educators Cues 
Nationwide Radio Training Plan 


Recently announced plan of NBC+— 


a the New York Board of Educa- 
H’wood’s Music Toppers 


tion for training-teachers in use of 
Lined Up for ‘Sound Track’ 


radio as classroom supplement and 
creation of an experimental station 
Interviews with Hollywood's top- 


for training students in fundamentals 


of broadcasting is first move in plan | flight musical directors, and record- | 


to extend such training to all parts! ings of their musical scores. will 


of the country with NBC-owned and| comprise the format of a new pro- | 


affiliated outlets as the centers. New | gram, 
York experiment is to be testing 
d for the development of course 
in from 10:35-11 p.m. once-weekly. 
New York setup will offer courses | Titled “Sound Track,” stanza will 
jn radio writing, production, speech, | feature Max Steiner, Eric Wolfgang 
engineering, station operations, and) Korngold, and others, as they become 
sound recording. Teachers, one from | #V@ilable while visiting in the east. 


handled by Art Ford on 
WNEW N. Y., starting Tuesday (30) 


Wellington to London, 
John Salt Named BBC 


Lindsay Wellington, BBC's North 
director headquartered in 
1New York since 1941, has been re- 
lcalled to London to assist in the 
,central direction of the web. His 
| successor, John Salt, deputy director 
'since 1942, took over Monday (22). 
Salt, a graduate of Trinity College, | 
,Cambride, was commissioned in the | 


Royal Engineers after leaving school 
and joined BBC in 1936. serving as | 
program director in Manchester. | 
| Later he was attached to the London | 
office in the network’s European 
service. 

Wellington has been with BBC | 
‘since 1924. 


Lewis, Others Quit OWI in New 


Wood Radio Director In 
Chi for M’Cann-Erickson 


Chicago. May 23. 
M. W. Wood has been appointed 
radio director of McCann-Erickson 
office here, taking over duties for- 


now in U. S. Marines. Wood came 
from the Jam Handy organization. 
Previously he was a member of 
NBC's Chj staff as writer, producer 
and chief sound man. 

William Shepherd will continue as 
assistant direcior and producer. 


.| Healy, 


N. American Director Internal Blowup: Char ge ‘Sniping’ 


Washington, May 23. 

New internal blowup in OWI last 
_ week resulted in the resignation of 
persons in the foreign language 
section of the Domestic Branch, in- 
cluding Frank Lewis, in charge of 
foreign language radio programs. 

Others who quit included Constan- 
tine Poulos, chief of the unit; and his 
assistant Charles Olson. They walked 
out with a blast that George W. 
Jr., head of the Domestic 
Branch, had “hamstrung, sniped at 
aid made impotent” their work. 

Healy countered with the charge 
that they had objected to having 
,their copy okayed by the general 
news desk of OWI, the same as copy 
_for English language publications. 


each of the city’s 240 schools, and 


selected students will take the| 
courses with undergrads being| 
granted credit toward graduation for | 
completing the training. 

Facilities of the B of E’s FM non-} 
commercial station, WNYE, and) 
NBC’s FM outlet, WEAF-FM, will | 
be utilized for practical applications | 
of the material learned in the class- | 
rooms. The net looks upon. this! 
training regime as a fertile field for} 


the development of trained person-, 
nel and the creation ofa reservoir for | 
such personnel for use by local af-| 
filiates. Expected that net personnel | 
plans will dovetail with the new)! 
training system with graduates filling | 
junior pesitions on network staffs. 


Nets Set Up Elaborate 
Plans for Sth Loan Drive © 
In Morgenthau Huddle 


| 
Four networks are setting up elab- 


series 


WJBK's eligibility 


vent 


orate plans for participation in the | right now. 


Fifth War Loan drive. Kickoff on | 


June 12, with show scripted and | 


| First and last of a 
setting forth 


that extra time, even 
though conditions pre- 


its acceptance 


for 


Keep Us 


| 
produced by Orson Welles, originat- | 
ing in Texarkana, Arkansas, will | 
probably feature F.D.R/ If the Presi- | 
dent is unable to appear, Secretary | 
of the Treasury Morgenthau will | 
pinch hit. Further treasury shows | 
are skedded for Hollywood Bowl on | 
the 14th and Soldiers Field, Chicago, | 
on the 19th. A fourth is in the works | 
for a date near the close of the drive 
July 7. 
Dates for special “bond days” by 
each of the nets wer decided on 
at a meeting between Sec. Morgen- 
thau and net execs last week in | 
Washington with NBC teeing off on | 
June 13, and the Blue closing June 
24. No personal 24-hour stints are 
planned because of treasury’s desire 
to minimize personal publicity. 
Mutual has its “day” on June 17 | 
with CBS show set for June 20. 


G. W. STEFFY UPPED 
TO YANKEE NET V.-P 


identified with the Yankee Network, | 
has been upped from director of pro- | 


duction to vice president in charge 
of programs. Announced by John 
Shepard, III, chairman of the board 
and general manager of the key New 
England station. 

Steffy began at WEAN, Provi- | 


dence, in 1927, transferring to WNAC 
in 1929 following graduation from “. 
Providence College. Became produc- | 
tion director in 1935. 


Gosch Stays Web Work 


For Go at B’way Legit 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Martin Gosch is hopping tempo- 
rarily from radio to legit with a 
musical comedy, “Up From Under,” 
to be produced jointly by Gosch and 
a Broadway producer whose name is 
still a secret. Harry Warren and 
Johnny Mercer have been signed to | 
do the score. 
Gosch is taking a vacation of two | 
months from his radio chores, which 
include the direction of the Abbott 
and Costello and the Jack Carson | 
airshows. He says he has lined up a 
theatre in New York. 


in hand. 


Bring Orch With Gracie Fields 

Lou Bring gets the orch assign- 
ment in the Gracie Fields summer 
replacement show for Chase & San- 
born-Edgar Bergen Sunday night | 
program. 

Bill Goodwin also pacted for the 


1490 


we get results. 


orry, Young Rubicam! 


Can't Handle More Business Right Now; 
Sound Programming and Sound Selling 
Have Exhausted Our Time—But Please 


In Mind. ” 


Younes & RUBICAM'S recent blast at "'cash-dispensing gim- 
micks'' (Variety, May 3) left us feeling pretty smug, here at 
WJBK, the reason being, of course, that we never fell for that 
stuff even when it was going great guns on other stations all over town. 


lt wasn't a matter of righteousness, really, but simply enlightened self-interest. 
To be of any use, a radio survey ought first of all to be credible; and surveys based 
on giveaways are just too good to be true. They mean about as much as a com- 
pass-reading in a magnetite bed. 


So far as revealing the potential of WJBK is concerned, the same objection 
applies, with a sort of reverse English, to telephone surveys in this area. They can't 
present a true picture of the WJBK audience, for a reason that is simple enough: 
that audience consists largely of workers— foreign-born as well as native — and 
among such groups, radios far outnumber phones. Between the two extremes in 
surveys, though, we much prefer the latter, because we think that in the long run 
it's smarter to undersell than to oversell our capacity to produce. 


That we DO produce is obvious. We carry more national advertising, and 
greater total advertising volume, than any other station of our power in the United 
States. The renewal rate is very high. We are filling our broadcasting schedule— 
24 hours a day, at that—by sound programming and sound selling, which go hand 


We're not just being coy, or playing hard-to-get; our time is all sold right now. 
But when we HAVE time, Y&R, and when you and other agencies need it, we hope 
you'll keep us in mind, not because of our ethics, splendid as they are, but because t 


JAMES F. HOPKINS, Ine. 


Kilocycles 


250 Watts 


24 Hours a Day 
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Wednesday, May 24, 


{show biz behind the issue f racial “PAUL MANNING REPORTS FROM 
equality. LONDON” 

Rebeson, Bette Davis, Benny Goed- Helen Haves and Bette Davis were | News Commentary 

man quartet, Myron McCormick |heard brieflv. tue latter an ex-| 15 Mins... Sundays, 11-11:15 a.m. 
Directors: Paul Stewart, Milten | cerpt from Stephen Vincent Benet S| | SPERRY CORP. 

Merlin to America, “Western Star,” | WOR, New York 
Writers: Norman Rosen, Hollywood and the former reprising the clos- | ‘(Young & Rubicam) 


FACIAL AMITY PROGRAM 
With Paul Muni, Helen Haves, Paul 


Writers Mobilization ine scene from her legit success, 

30 Mins., 11:30 p.m.-12; Friday: May Harrict. Rounding out e pre Pt 

‘ ‘ tted | beamed to employees of the Sperry 

1%. eram was Benny Goodman spottec . » ith 

sustaini *ontur Teddy Wilson | Corp. bowed in Sunday (21) with 

Sustaining in a quartet Seaturing Teddy So Pay Manni the reporter-author 

WAZ, Blue, New York at the piano and Cozy Cole at the il it ope 

has | drums in a hep version of “After ; columnist, pexeecc O Pass 

projected itseli prominently to You've Gone Myron home-front production lines. Idea of | 
sngthen | t he! did an efYective emcee 

Strengthen home tront unity via tne the old story of; session. is to let those working at 

breaking down of racial barrier. In But again its hat is happening over 

vital to say | home know what is happening oye 


a 30-minute New York-Hollywood, radio having something 
broadcast enlisting some of the top and rereenng 7 peer eg” ning | the materials they themselves have 
stars of stage and screen, the Enter- | even Mi Hoover himself 1s " »  |manufoctured. Stanza acts as news 
tainment Industry Emergency Com-) in tor the airer and industrial morale-builder 
mitiee. piloted by legit produce the tise 
among its sponsors many of the out- “EDDIE CONDON'S JAZZ On initial session, Manning gave 
Standing figures from all branches ot CONCERT” > an interestin account of his 
show biz. demonstrated Friday |, With Bobby Hacket, Miff Mole, Pee across, a bomnbing mission on a Fort- 
night (9) the harmonious relations! Wee Russell, Max Kaminsky, Billy ress over Germany and a= similal 
existing within the industrv where Butterfield, James P. Johnson, Lips trip @n a medium momber = over 
ability rather than origin or color. Page, Gene Schroeder, Bob Casey.) Franc 
is the standard. Measured in terms Joe Grosso, Liza Morrow, John Commercial copy was light with 
of a censcientious eifort to combat) O'Hara (guest) “an ovening and closing an- 
racial discrimination, it was sincere| Preducer-writer: Ernie Anderson jnouncement of the sponsor's name | 
and honest. To say that the pro-| 30 Mins.; Sat., 3:50 p.m. and purpose being presented. 
gram was something short of sock} Sustaining Turo. 
entertainment would be to evaluate) WJZ-Blue, N. Y. 
it from a plane it made no attempt! Although most of these hot jazz 
to achieve: the cntertainment indus- | virtuosi have been active along the 
try had a message to put across and} 
dignified it by cloquent expressions | 52nd street and Greenwich Villas 
from a select group of top artists. saloon belts for years, network music | 
While not all the material had the! moguls have refused to give them a’ ai at va 
same inspiration value, the deep | tumble until Mark Woods decided to | “DESIGNS FOR TOMORROW 
conviction and beliefs of the artists) With Elizabeth Wvser, Montgomery 


-e a chance and spotted the Con- ic 
were unmistakable and as such they | t#ke a chance a d spot! Ferar, Carl Sundberg and Dick 
series Bradley 


were worthy exponents of the cause | don gang for this sustaining — 
espoused by the sponsoring com-| that preemed from Town Hall. N. Y. Bing hnodaeey Shane 
mittee Most eifective presentation | ,, 30 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m. 

} last WeeK (20 s And it looks as DUREZ PLASTIC CORP. 


was that offered by Paul Robeson, | i a 
currently starring in the Broadway | though the Blue may have grabbed’ waRBD-DuMont. New York 
‘(Addison Vars) 


revival of “Othello.” whose recital | themselves something. 
oi the accomplishments of the 99th)  yfusiecally (from the jazz view- Industrial designers Montgomery 
(Negro) Air Squadron at Anzio con- | yoint, that is), there is nothing 0} Ferar and Carl Sundberg described 
Clusively upset the fallacy of the! the air to compare with this unre-|\itchen, bathroom, bus and train | 
Nazi race theory “as well as a lot of | strained and uninhibited stanza. And, Hay wits of the future during thé 
Nazi planes. Robeson’s deep-felt| orange as it might seem to Rodzin-| pirez Plastics program on DuMont 
conviction lent stature to the stir-! o¢i partisans and others who think | ast Sunday (21). Elizabeth Wysor, 
ring episode. Paul Muni succeeded | jazz bands feature derby mutes 
in putting real meaning into the en-| a trap drummer surrounded by 
s “declaration | Schlemmer’s complete} jewscaster, did his best to keep the 
of principles” which clearly puts all catalog. highlights of this teeoff were | proceedings enoving along. | 
three subdued tunes: “Peg My | 
Mift Moles trom- What was wrong Ww ith this pre: | 
bone; Billy Butterfield’s trumpet solo gram is probably the ni a we * 
of “Wherever There's You” (written | most television shows to 
by Condon), and Liza Morrow chirp- | !acked cohesion, production finesse 
ing Gershwin’s “Someone to Watch” | 24 sight ease, 
backed-up with a sparkling obbligato For instance, in endeavoring to 
from Bobby Hackeit’s cornet. describe the appearance of the bus 
Rest of half-hour found full band | Of the future, Sundberg pointed to 
opening with “Georgia Brown,” several things on a picture of a wer 
segueing into Pee ~Wee Russelis | Screened for. the audience. hich 
clarry, trumpet (Kaminsky) and| Were not visible at all. The same 
tram choruses: Jimmy Johnson 88'ing | “85 true of his description 
“Carolina Shout” and Lips Page’s of the futtre, a picture of which was 


Uncle Sam Blues.” trumpet and) /a@shed on he screen 


when | there and the part being played by 


Television Review 


} 
| 


vocal. “Bugle Call.” with Condon It was also true of Ferar’s com- | 
81 | announcing individual soloists over) bined kitchen and bathroom plastics | 
isters_and a Sailor’ completed the music, closed. set, a unit of which was visible and 


ran over a few minutes| t@ken apart during his talk. But in 
probably because Conden’s midway | Process his spiel, much 
Met.: LOU CLAYTON interview with author John O'Hara] Value of what he was trying to get | 
oo | Was slow getting started Latter’s| over was lost because of the poot 
~eewees | appearance secmed cue for “Basin | technical aspects of video, ; 
| Street” routine but he got off wtth-| During this particular program, it | 
out insulting anybody. O'Hara said| is true. the cameras were less out of 


3 he liked the kind of music being! focus than usual, but there is plenty 
| played and so did a lot of other peo-|of room for improvement, both in 
ple. ithe producing and technical depart- 

: Sten. 


Condon as emcee worked without | ents. 


AND HIS a script and proved a welcome re- 


lief from the booming staff an-| 
ALL CIRL ORCHESTRA nouncer-elocutionists armed with ay F il C t 
lot of spurious jazz jargon usually | 0 owup ommen 
assigned to programs. of this type. 
Fred Robbins, WHN, N. ‘dis 
jockey, handled opening announce- | 
ment neatly and, pres ably would} BC’ a ‘ 
ERNEST LIEBMAN have been ‘an at narrator NBC Here's 2 
1440 Broadway, New York run out. Program personnel will 


‘alling Na to get behind 
Sonny Greer (Duke Ellington) and) 


\ , juve » de uency, and to aid the 
John Kirby announced as headliners | Uvemile delinquency. 

d as headliner: Many organizations that are looking 
i for next broadcast. Donn. their 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday ~ 
w m. - Show 


Personal Management Bob Hope cid an effective job as 


Direction: William Morris Agey. 


Pauline Lord, with the able as- 


( : sistanee of J. Edward Bromberg, re- 
created hei 1921 success “Anna 
Christie,” NBC's “Arthur Hop- 


on 
kins Presents’ Wednesday (417) 
Wvyllis Cooper provided her with a 
gripping adaptation of the Eugene 


daughter. 


A Tom Brenneman on the Blue web 


liam Morris, Sr... with an orchid for 


her vears of work on behalf of con- 
valescents at Saranac. To manv in 
ho biz familiar with her untiring 


recognition brought a 
win glow of satisfaction for an 


nono. well deserved, 


CS, Fulton Lewis Jr. took a smack at 
Treasury Dept. last Tuesday 


ie 

(16) on his WOR session for its at- 
titude on the 30% niterv tax. Com- 
mentator rapped postponement by 
¥ Treasury on action for reducing tax 
pending study of conditions 
pointed out that “it would be very 
easy for the Treasury to find out 
iust What's happening by going to a 


hundred or‘a thousand night clubs.” 


drama- 


Wa: Dept’s “Army Hout 
Sp G> REA tized unsung drudgery of troops 
i gh 


fort 


manning far outposts as the high- 
ight of its stanza Sunday (21) via 
“Gad! It’s great to be middle-aged anu a Wheaties fan !"’ NBC. As a tiein with “I Am An 
American Day” it made for interest- 

Waistlines may burgeon, hair-' fake anc nutty flavor. And ever- | ing. informative listening, 
lines retreat. But that vouthtul beneficia. is that “Breakfast of by interviews with 2d Lts. Jerry H. 
Joy-of-Wheaties feeling goes on. Champio: s” nourishment, Wheat- | Kistecs and Ernest Childers. who 


Ever-poient is the lure of crunchy. ies being flakes of whole wheat. 


ean, 


McCormick | trom the war front to those on the | station's English-language commen- 
jtators covering 


; tion conspiracy trial here. 


‘night broadcast in which he predict- 
}man charged with bank robbery. 


| but had not been printed. Laughlin, 


BENNY GUESTAR ON 


“All Time Hit Parade” 
| the Sunday night 7-7:30 slot on NBC 


'mer on June 11, Benny will be the 


by General Foods for its sponsored 
| “Those We Love” stanza now heard 


Raymond Rubicam Resigns | Oppenheimer 


As Y.&R. Board Chairman 


sign as chairman of the board and == 


| poration itself, tion Pietures and Advert sing Agere 


O'Neill saga of the barge captain’s | 


“Breakfast at program Fri- 
day (19) morning kudosed Mrs. Wil- | 


Lewis | 


sparked , 


were awarded Congressional Medals | 
of Honor tor heroism in Mediterran- 


— 


WOV, N.Y., Staff Lectures ‘CBS, Lever Dickering 
On D-Day News Technique On Sistionests | For 
‘has set up'a Burns & Allen 


'WOV. N. Y., has set up a course of 
CBS is currently negotiating with 


lectures for its employees on gauging 
and handling sews, to alert the ever Breast fur two comedy -musi 
tire staff for the task of broadcasting ceccions to replace sponsor's Bucs 
invasion and Allen and Frank Sinatra 
The lectures will be given by the ‘for the summer. Both airers os a 
(for eight weeks, the Burns gtan,; 
Poli- June 13, and the Voice June 
‘Gauging News| One suggested replacement ‘ie 
How Foreign News Is tures Jack Pepper with Jeri Sulla. 
van and an orch, while the other 
is headed by Eddie Garr with Joan 
Brooks and Brad Reynolds, vocalists 
Not decided yet which show replaces 
which. 


Wash. Sedition Attorney 
Suing Pearson, WMAL Burns sng atien powout show wit 


For $1,000,000 Slander su 


Washington, Mav 23. drive. Undecided whether singer 

: Jimmy Cash and maestro Felj ills 

Drew Pearson, the Blue Network 1x Mills 
i'will go along. Program lavs off for 
and its local outlet, WMAL, were | gisht wecks, resuming Aug. 13. with 


tics and 
Value,” and 
Gathered.” 


‘named defendants in a $1,000,000 same lineup. = 


libel and slander suit filed yvester- 
CHARLIE CHAN’ INTO 
BOB BURNS NBC SPOT 


ed that Laughlin will be indicted in “Charlie Chan” toe oe 
Maryland in connection with a case , based on the Earl Derr Bigger 

in which he successfully defended a= characters and plots will replace the 
Lever Bros.-NBC Bob Burns airer 
The Pearson yarn, in various ver- | starting July 6. Session hasn't been 


Suit is based on Pearson's Sunday 


sions. had been circulated among! on the air since 1932 when it was 


newsmen covering the sedition trial, | heard for 13 weeks on the Standard 
| Oil of New Jersey-WJZ, N. Y., show 
most colorful of the defense lawyers | “Five Star Theatre.” 

in the sedition trial, is now appealing Current edition will be scripted by 
a $150 fine for contempt of court in | Robertson White and will feature Ed 


| 
that case. penn Chick Vincent is the di- 
| 
| 
| 


rector. 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
’43—Now Touring British Isles 


OWN REPLACEMENT 


When the American Tobacco-NBC 
shifts into 


replacing Jack Benny for the sum- | 
guest in a continuation of the guestar 
policy inaugurated on the show Mav 
12 in its regular Friday night spot. 
The latter time will be taken over 


FRED LIGHTNE R 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


on Sundays. 


Amos ’n’ Andy follow Benny as 
guests, appearing on the June 17 
program. 


Specinlizing Tn 
| The Eatectainment Vield 


C.P.A. 
Business and Tax Consultant 


. HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 

Raymond Rubicam, co-founder of 

. Holly wood 28, Calif. 

Young & Rubicam in 1923, will re- | 


retire from active participation in 
agency Operations on July 1. He'll 
also dispose of his holdings in the 
corporation to members or the cor- 


AVAILABLE 


CAPABLE YOUNG BX ECUTIVE 
Administrative assistant in Radio, Mes 

ai j Held Excellent training and baeck- 

He'll a director, howev er, ground in business anid 
and act as consultant to the manage- Jf Experienced, Draft-esenip 


ment. INO other Chaiiges in otffeers Write” 
or directors are expected, 154 W. 46th Street, New York 19, N.Y. 


REMEMBER TO WRITE 
TO THAT FRIEND OVERSEAS 


} Contributed By 


DON DUNPHY 


Boxing Announcer—M.B.S 


Basebali Announcer—WINS 


Burns and Allen bowout show wif} ' 
be from  Kansa City auditorium 
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ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


29 


Inside 


From Italy, where Irving Berlin is touring with “This Is the Army,” 
the songsmith denies any intention of tilting his offer to Saul H. Born- 
stein for a buyout of the latter’s share of Berlin, Inc., and states that it’s 
nowhere near the $400,000 mentioned. That, says Berlin, is what Bornstein 
wants, but the songsmith is standing pat on his offer which is nearer 
$250,000 from last accounts. 

If a schism is effected, it would mean Berlin gets back his personally 
written copyrights, and Bornstein gets the rest of the catalog plus a cash 
consideration of some $150,000, on top of the $122,000 needed for each to 
acquire 162/3¢ of Mrs. Max (Tillie) Winslow's holdings in the Berlin and 
ABC Music Corps. 

Servicemen who, in civilian life were apparently pro musicians, fre- 
quently sit in with name bands in N. Y. hotel rooms. Leaders say they 
often are approached by sailors and soldiers who express a desire to tuke 
a chair for a tune or two and occasionally they turn out to be capable 
performers. Count Basie turned his piano over to a sailor at the Lincoln 
hotel one night last week who assertedly turned out to be exceptional. 

The coin-operated amusement and vending device industry advisory 
committee of WPB reperts in Washington that plants formerly producing 
coin-operating machines are now engaged 100% in war work. The com- 
mittee sees no chance for the resumption of production of the devices 
until completion of the war in Europe. 


Teddy Powell almost had heart failure recently at Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
burgh, when four of his men, all 4F’ers, turned up one morning for a gag 
with their old induction papers, showed them to the maestro and said: 
“Well, boss, this is it.” 


Robbins, Eli Working 


— 


Jack 


Lion—Hit Reciprocal Disc Deal 


Jack Robbins says he is working? 
on a plan with Eli Cberstein, of 
Classic Records, whereby he will 
soon begin familiarizing record jock- 
evs and reviewers, etc., with his 
post-war planned Lion disc label, 
and at the same time record the 
bands his management agency, Rob- 
bins, Ltd., is financing. 

Idea calls for Obarstein to record, 
for example, Georgiad Auld, and pro- 


N. Y. Nitery Defaults In 
Suit; 3 Pubs Win Damages 


Three music publishers—Harms, 
Inc., Santly-Joy, Inc., and Shapiro 
Bernstein & Co., Inc.—were awarded 
damages of $1,022 against the Club 
Holland, N. Y., and its owners, An- 


vide Robbins with 1, copies of the|thony D. and Nicholas Spina, for 
stuff he makes under™“a Lion lJabel.| alleged infringement of four copy- 
Aiter that Oberstein can use the! righted songs. Judgment and also 


masters for his own Classic releases. 
Robbins claims his plans for Lion 
are ready. He says he has spent 
$3.500 registering the title in vari- 
ous Allied countries, 


an injunction was granted by N. i 
federal Judge John Bright last week 


to answer the charges, 
| Club was charged with giving pub- 
j lic performance for profit without 


0-Day Extension 
In ‘Hit Parade’ Suit 

n Hit Parade Suit 


times of “It Can't Be Wrong” 
(Harms), “On the Sunny Side of the 
Street” «S-B), 

and “It’s the 

(Santly). 
American Tobacco Co. and Foote, 

Cone & Belding, ad agency‘on the 

Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” account, 

requested and were granted a 10-day 

extension on the 20 days they had to 

answer preliminary papers in the 


Radio Plug for Rival 
Jazz Spot Burns Nick’s 
suit brought by Music Publishers 
Holding Corp. Suit, specifically by| . 


Talk of the Town” 


Owner; Fires Condon 


Eddie Condon’'s first of a series of 


.| jazz concerts on the Blue network 
Advanced Music, one of the MPHC ; “day 
‘ from Town Hall, N. Y.. Saturday 

arner Bros. combine) firms, is! was marred somewhat. wien 
based on—though it’s not legally! 
“ited ‘ | few hours later he was fired 
cited as the cause—the program's fr 

alleged brushoff of “Don't Sweet-| 7S 10) 4 


ihe pro- 


agrtisingarte 


heart Me.” 

Suit charges “inaccuracies” in the | 
program's rating of “hit songs” and | 
is more or less a test case in behalf 
of the entire music ‘industry, whieh, | 


Village While emcceing 


“> 


cram Condor, 
Max Kaminsky and James P. John- 
son, the network audience the 
pair could be heard nightly at the 
Pied Piper, another Greenwich Vil- 


almost witho xcepti has 
: ut exception, has ‘or | lage hot music spot not far from} 
years objected to the “Parade” | Niek’ 
method of grading tunes 
Condon s boss. Nick Rongetti, did a) 
Sterno over the plug for the rival 
spot and bounced Condon when the 


LYMAN TO REORGANIZE. 


latter showed up for work later. In- 

| siders are chuckling, because the 

BAND: SET THEATRES jazz men, continually on duty at | 
, | Nick’s, have ballyed the spot for 


Abe Lyman will reorganize his or-| years without Rongetti having to lay 
chestra around mid-June. He has!| out a dime for a press agent. 
advised Music Corp. of America he! Times mag section story on jazz last 
figures on going back to work about | 
that time. Theatre route will be set | 


“Lyman hae AFM Rules Bill Finegan 
Must Honor Heidt Pact 


fornia for several months. He dis-| 
Hollywood, May 23. 


winter even 


banded his orchestra after being un- 
able to fulfill an overseas tour for 
USO-Camp Shows. Inc., 


a circum- Horace Heidt h bee pheld in 
1 —o brought about by his inability nis breach of contract complaint 

: ans through their} Bill Fineg arranger. by 
draft boards against 1 inegan, arranger, a 
ards. the international exec board of the 

‘AFM. 

Ayres Breaks U Band | Finegan left Heidt for Tommy 
Pp | Dorsey, who allegedly offered more 


money, his contract called for 
one arrangement per month for the 
next year, which Heidt had prepaid, 
so Finegan finish his contrac- 


tual obligations. 


Ronald Wise to Classic 


Ronald Wise. former associate mu- 


But May Reorg Soon ne 


Mitch Ayres’ orchestra was brok- 
€n up last Friday (19) following 
completion of a week at the River- 
ee theatre, Milwaukee, with the 
Andrews Sisters. Breakup is said | 


44 Ayres to be only temporary; he | 


must 


Eckstine Band Set 


For Southern Tour 
Billy Eckstine, Negro singer, be- 
comes the leader of a band and goes 
on a southern teur beginning June 11 
at Turner's Arena, Washington, D. C. 
William Morris agency, which han- 
dles Eckstine, had been planning a 
one-night trip for him for some time. 
So far he's set from June 11 through 
24th. 
Eckstine will baton a band formed 


after defendants defaulted by failing | 


“Honeysuckle Rose”); 


| Cella were 


used Rongetti’s picture. | 


| especially for the tour by trumpeter 
| Dizzy Gillespie, who will have 
charge of the combo. Singer and 
| band have been signed for 14 sides 
iby Deluxe Records. 


Marks Gets Injunction 
Against Separate ‘Doll’ 
Song Royalties Actions 


Four claimants for the royalties 
earned by song. “Paper Doll,” com- 
posed by the late Johnny S. Black, 
will now have to settle among them- 
selves their respective claims to the 
sum earned by the tune and who is 
the rightful owner. An _ injunction 
was obtained last week (19) by Ed- 
ward B. Marks Musie Corp., pub- 
lisher of the song from Federal 
Judge John Bright in New York 
stopping Harry Wonnell, as admin- 
istrator, of the late composer's estate, 
Sallie Black Waldo, alleged widow, 
Willie Icia Black, and Mattie E. 
Shanks from proceeding with indi- 
vidual actions against Marks, each 
claiming the royalties. 

Marks, because of the conflicting 
claims, has deposited with the court 
more than $17.434 earned by “Doll,” 
and seeks to be declared owner of 
the renewal rights. Firm also wants 
the four claimants to  interplead 
their respective claims, court to 
judge who is entitled to the royalties. 


LIUZZI ELECTED TO 4TH 
TERM BY PHILLY AFM 


‘Philadelphia, May 23. 

Frank P. Liuzzi was reelected to a 
i fourth term as president of Local 77, 
| American Federation of Musicians, 
!in one of the hottest elections in 
| local AFM history. Balloting, which 
| took place Thursday (18), was 
jmarked by bitter recriminations 
| against the administration, 

| Liuzzi defeated Jimmy Perri, busi- 
{ness agent and investigator, by a vote 
| of 712 to 426. 

| Romeo Cella. former president of 
| 77, was elected vice-president. de- 
| feating the incumbent, Ralph Kirsch, 
| 


480 to 280. A. A. Tomei, also a for- 

mer prexy. ran second for vice-presi- 
| dent with 360 votes. 
| Others chosen were: Guy Scola, 
| secretary. unopposed: Harry G. Kam- 
| merer, assistant secretarv: Joseph 
| Bossle. Sr.. treasurer, and Daniel 
Shanker, sergeant-at-arms. 

Members of the executive board: 
| Frank A. Nicolette, Charles Mohacy, 
| Fred Stoll, Charles Baron, John Ac- 
concianessa, Louis Ingber. Scola and 
chosen delegates to the 


| Moldawer was elected counsel. 


Al Donahue, Pacted To 


Hollywood, May 23. 


to William Morris agency, does four 


imonths of bookings set up by Music 


Corp. of America after it leaves the 
Palace hotel, San Francisco, tomor- 
row (Thursday). MCA holds exclu- 
sives on the spots Donahue will play, 
the reason fur them going through 
that agency. Leader will pay split 
commissions, 

Borrowing of bands back and forth 
between various band agencies is an 
old story and in such cases commis- 
sions are always divided. Donahue’s 
situation, however, is unusual in that 
it will be maintained for so long. 


T. Dorsey, Et Al., Give Up 
Negotiations to Purchase 
Santa Monica Ballroom 


Negotiations’ for the purchase of 
the Palisades Ballroom, Santa 
Monica, Cal., by Tommy Dorsey and 
other leaders and managers, fell 
through after the spot was given a 
close 0.0. by Arthur’ Michaud, 
Dorsey’s personal rep. With a Ca- 
pacity of between 6,000 and _ 8.000, 
the ballroom was figured by Dorsey 
to be a good potential Coast base 
for his operations and also a seri- 
ous threat to the Palladium Ball- 
room, Hollywood, which he_ and 
many other leaders refuse to play 
under current salary offers. 

Dropping of plans to buy the spot 
was based on the estimated cost of 
refurbishing the building. 


LUNCEFORD CATALOG 
BOUGHT BY DECCA 


Decca Records last week acquired 
another music catalog. It took title 
to New Eta Music Co., owned by 
maestro Jimmie Lunceford and his 
manager, Harold Oxley. No details 
of the deal have been disclosed. 

Final disposal of the catalog to 
Decca followed several sets of ne- 
gotiations between the two prin- 
cipals, all of which fell through. 


|Last was about 15 months ago. 


3 Chi Faves Open In 


[ 


Tax Blast Chasing Bands Out Of 
Town, Benefiting Hungry 1-Nite Ops 


One-night operators, who were 
hurt badly during the early days of 
the war when transportation dif- 


WM, Dualing With MCA ficulties chased most bands off the 


| road, 


stand to benefit nicely from 
the effects of the 30°. in niteries, 


Al Donahue band, under contract | Business has been so bad in metro- 


politan stands that leaders are be- 
ing run out of town dates and back 
into the waiting arms of dance pro- 
moters—those who are left after 
almost two years of trying to make 
ends meet without b.o. talent. 

Band agents in the east are thank- 
ful that so many of the pre-war op- 
portunities and some completely 


new ones are opening this year. If 
'they hadn’t planned to resume, the 


band business would be in a fix, 
with road jobs at a minimum and 
metropolitan locations folding or 
cutting down on talent expenditures 
due to the 30% tax. Agency one- 


| nighters had planned to pul as many 


bands of all calibers on the road this 


' vear as possible, after the path was 


} 
| 


lighted by the reaction to spring 
bookings, and as a result agencies 
have single dates scheduled on such 
bands as Tommy Dorsey. Les 
Brown, Woody Herman, gan Savitt, 
Shep Fields, Johnny Long, Duke 
Ellington, Frankie Carle, Jerry 
Wald, Tommy Tucker, Bob Strong, 
Sammy Kaye, Guy Lombardo, et al. 
More will be lined up as the 30‘¢ 
tax cuts deeper. 

As cited last week, more hotel 
and location spots are set to close. 
Biltmore hotel, N. Y., closes its 
Bowman Room, June 1, and wont 
move to the Roof: Hurricane 
Restaurant, N. Y., loses Duke Elling- 
ton ‘see separate story); Del Rio 
Club, Washington, drops its name 
band policy after Blue’ Barron 
closes June 11; Roosevelt hotel, 
Washington, is said to be ciosing its 
room around the same time. Penn- 
sylvania hotel, Y., had another 
meeting over its Cafe Rouge last 


| week and decided to keep it open. 


Another N. Y. spot that will buck 
the tax is the Essex House, which 


|opens with Harold Stern's orchestra 


| 


| 


| war, 


N. Y. Area This Week’ 


There are three band openings in 
the N. Y. area this week and. un- 
usually enough, all outfits involved 
are Chicago favorites. Chi names 
who are worth big money in the- 
atres in that anu consiaerably 
less the they 
are 


area 
cast 


on coast where 


comparatively unknown, have 


M : B dd Ri h been moving east increasingly of 
‘Marine Buddy Ric 
° ° | ‘Phree taking over N. Y. spots are 
Draws Medical Discharge) vavrence weik. who replaces Avi 
| Kassel at the Edison hotel, tomor- 
Buddy Rich. former drummer with | apr 
{row night (Thursday); Bob Strong 
Tommy Dorsey, received a medical | ee pa I 
. w ns same nig at Gi : 
discharge from the Marines Friday ! a R xy 
ows ocne > 
(19) in California. M.d. was expect- lanc 
ed; he was a physical training in and Eddy Howard, who goes into 
‘ank Dailey’'s ‘race Re New- 
structor and had been injured sev- Seg Dailey — ace Room, New 
ark, riday (26). 
eral times | 
Rich had bet mulling formation | 
of a band but. since his discharge, | 
has had several phone chats with Berlin, Robbins Jointly 
Tommy Dorss and It: quite pos ible ile Infringement Action 
he will replace Gene Krupa with 
Suit charging copyrig infringe- 
that outfit within the next couple | Ber] 
nt was brought by Irving Berlin 
| weeks Krupa has been formulat- | Ir R 
| ic.. anc LODDINS NiUSIC orp.. 1n a 
ing plans to reorganize his ore, but | arene = 
D icombined action against Mt. Vernon 
that won occur unt orsey finisn- eure 
a | Arena, Inc., America on Wheels, Inc 
es a forthcoming concert and dance | ages 
‘ j ‘ and W. Schmitz, operators of a skat- 
‘ ing rink in Mt. Vernon, N.. Y., last 
week in N. Y. federal court. 
if Yefendants are charged th pub- 
New Grand Label Due | Defendants are charged with pub 
: licly performing for profit without 
For June 15 Market | license on March 25, 1944. and othe 


New record label. financed and 


d financier con- 
and Wemar 


produced by the ba: 
nected with Grand 
| Music Companies, N. Y.. 
| due to market 
| June 15 


is said to be| 
its first release about! 
Under a Grand label, sell-| 


times, “When They Ask About You,” 
a Berlin copyright. and “Do Nothin’ 
| Till You Hear from Me.” published 
by Robbins. 

An injunction and dam 
less than $250 each is sought 
| lawful infringement. 


f 
ages Ol 


for 


Not 


ELMORE WHITE SWITCHES 


jing at 50c. initial discs will carry | 
either Bevd Raeburn’s orchestra or 
| Al Trace’s orchestra. both of which 


Jas not been called into service and | sical director at RCA-Victor, has} were recorded in N. Y. jast week at; Elmore White moved from Broad- 
isnt likely to be soon since he is | joined the Classic Record Co, as} WOR studios. cast Music Inc. to become general 
over 3. - general assistant to Eli Oberstein. Pressing is being done by several) professional manager at Broadway 

Leader is working on a radio! Wise will have full charge of clas-| firms in the east and on the Coast,} Music, effective Monday +22). His 
angle and, if it materializes, will | sical recordings—hiring artists, se-| it's claimed, among them the Clark | place at BMI has not been filled 
‘Teorganize the band within a few | lecting repertoire and supervising | outfit in Newark. which also turns | Nemo Roth remains professional 
Weeks, +} recordinys. |} out WOR stuff manager of Broadway. 

} 


in- | 


| 


June 2. 


Air-Time Void Hits 


Resorts on Bands 


Jersey shore resorts, which, pre- 
were annual summer jobs for 
numerous bands that sought loca- 
tions with wires, are being hampered 
in a desire to reopen this year by a 


lack of available air time for re- 
motes. Networks have been re- 
peatedly approached the past few 


weeks to run lines into pre-war sites 


‘such as Sea Girt Inn, Asbury Park 


spots, Hollywood Casino and Deal, 


N. J., without success. Since air 
time can't be supplied and most 
bands won't locate without it. most 
of these spots have to remain 
closed, at least to name combos 
One of the few shore spots that 
will be on the air is West End 
Casino, Deal, N. J., where Boyd 
Raeburn opens. It will have CBS, 
Palisades Park, Fort Lee, N. J., has 
no wire this year. It’s only a short 
stand, however, and is close to N. Y. 


HEIDT PLANS DIVORCE 
FROM MCA ON HANDLING 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Horace Heidt announced his inten- 


tion of filing charges of improper 
representation against the Musie 
Corp. of America. Charges wili be 
detailed this week at the Music.ans 
Union headquarters here. Heic s 


been in ine band business 24 years, 
owns the Trianon Ballroom in South- 
gate, and been affiliated th 
MCA for six years. 

His current MCA 
the agency has refused to cance}. still 
has three years to run. It will ‘ 
about three months, after filing t} 
Heidt claim, before the Musi 
Union can take summary action. 


nas 


contract, 


ae ® 


QUITS CRA CHI OFFICE 
Ann Richardson, head of Consoli- 


| 
dated Radio Artists’ Chicago office, 


quit that firm last week and returned 
to N. Y. Split came after alleged 
differences with Charles Green. CRA 
head in N. Y. 

Miss Richardson 
several offers, none of which 
decided on. 


assertedly has 
she has 
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30 ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 24. 1914 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 
aeelk beginning Monday and through Sunday, May 15-21, from 5 p.m. 
to l a.m. List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical 
@rder (in some cases there are ties, accounting tor a longer list). The 
corpilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 
sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N Y., aud ave bdsed on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regulur checking source of the 
music publishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Fellow on a Furlough.............. Block 
Amor—j"“B’way Rhythm” ............ Melodviane 
Don't Sweetheart Me ... Advanced 


Triangle 


Burke 


Forget Me Nots In Your Eyes.............. 
Going Mv Wayv—7"Going My Wav”... 


Goodnight Wherever You Are.... Shapiro 

How Blue the Night—7“4 Jills and a Jeep” Robbins 

I Love You—*“Mexican Hayride” ............ Chappell 

Get By—*“Guy Named Joe” ............ Berlin 

It Had to Be You—7“Show Business”: femick 

Long Ago apd Far Away—*“Cover Girl”...... wees Crawford 

Look For the Silver Lining T. B. Harms 

Louise—*“You Can't Ration Love” .. .Paramount 

Nobody Else But You ..Bway 

Now I Know—*"“Up In Arms” ,....... .Harms 

Pretty Kitty Blue Byes. ....6cccccee Santly 

Someday I'll Meet You Again—*"Passage Marseilles” ...... Witmark 

Time Waits For No One—*"Shine Harvest Moon”........- femick 

¢ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. _— 
S-B’s Dave Kapp Tune 

Shapiro-Bernstein, Tne, will pub-| 2» Dorsey Raids Minn. 


lish a new tune written by Dave 
Kapp, of Decca Records. Scribbled} 
with Charlie Tobias, it’s titled “Just; Tommy 
@ Prayer Away.” | to 43 people. including himself, at 


Dorsey increased his act 


S-B published another Kapp wane} the beginning of his current week 
last year. jat the Downtown theatre, Detroit, in 
| preparation for a two-week concert 


(and dance tour that starts at Purdue 
iU., Friday (26). Leader is talking 
of maintaining the band at that level 
;upon cdmpletion of the. one-night 
jroute. It has 17 strings, harp, tuba, 


An All-Time Favorite 
in addition to regular brass and sax 


| 't Gi Y 
® | setup. and five singers. 
A hin B tL V | Most of the additfonal strings add- 
ed to the band are symphony men 
és from the Minneapolis Orchestra, 
Music by i which closed out its season recently. 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Dorsey's organization is one of the 
largest ever spread on a bandstand 
Published by 
MILLS 


Top Tunes for Your Books 


by a pop style leader. Harry James, 
now at the Astor Roof, N. Y., has 


29 people. 


Symph; Now Bosses 42. 


; horn, are what put him on a 


SOMEDAY 


(When Tomorrow Comes Along) 


_ Music by ROBERT STOLZ, Words by EDMUND ANDERSON 


From the Motion Picture 


IT HAPPENED TOMORROW 


To Be Introduced Coast-to-Coast on CBS, May 24th 


on 


Great Moments in Music 


With 
JEAN TENNYSON 
JAN PEERCE IGOR GORIN 
ROBERT STOLZ (Conductor) 


Sponsored By 
Celanese Corporation of America 


New York Chicago Hollywood 


| 


Bands 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Weel: Ending May 20) | 
Long Ago, Far Away. .Crawford 
I'll Be Seeing You...Williamson 


I'll Get By ... Berlin 
Love, Love, Love......<«.- Sant!) 
San Fernando Valley.....Morris 


Goodnight Wherever....Shapiro 
I Love You.. Chappell 
Don’t Sweetheart Me.. Advanced 
Melodylane 
Swingin’ On a Star Burke 


Band 


HARRY JAMES ORCH (27) 
With Kitty Kallen, Buddy DeVito 
Astor Roof, N. Y. 

Harry James’ new orchestra is an 
improvement over the combination 
he broke up several months ago in 
anticipation of entering service. It 
still cannot be termed a crack band 


from a strict performance viewpoint, | 


but when it opened Monday 
with only six of its original men, it 
had been together only two weeks 
and under the circumstances it plays 
very well. With rehearsals and 
more playing time it should 
up nicely. Sax section needs most 
work. 


(22). 


clean | 


10. 


James has never had a combo to} 


equal any 
contemporaries, a fact that never 
made any difference. Whole taing 


maestroed by his lofty | 


has always been pegged on his horn | 


long as he 
there'll be money in the 


anyway and so 
blowing 
bank. 

however. James didn’t seem to be 
playing toc many of the ballad sty 
arrangements which, featuring his 


nacle. Much of his stuff was ina 
jump groove, a tempo the band han- 
dles solidly. incidentally. due to a 
good rhythm quartet. He has eight 
brass, in addition to his own. five 
sax, the four rhythm and the entire 
left side of the stand 
strings, which lend 
nicely to ballad 
Latter. incidentally, are good 
very few exceptions. 


themselves 


with 


keeps | 
When caught opening night, | 
pin- | 


| Jonie 
| manager of the firm, goes west June | 


done up in! 


arrangements, | 


James has two new voealists with! 


him but neither was heard much 
opening night. Kitty Kallen, last 
with Jimmy Dofsey, sounded fine on 
the few she did. Buddy 
wasn’t heard enough for comment. 
James is at the Astor for six 
weeks, goes to Frank Dailey’s Ter- 
race Room. Newark. for a week, 
then back to California. He's play- 
ing nothing else this trip. Wood. 


Claremont Inn, N. Y., 
morrow 


reopens to- 
(Thursday) with Joe Ri- 


DeVito 


Krupa, Vernier Settling Up 


| general release of the film. 


| his former personal manager, are in 


' since their split. 


cardel band and Pedro's rhumba out- | 


fit. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of 
more than one band or vocalisi ajter the title indicates, in order of popu. 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names iy paren. 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. I Love You (8) | Berry Como 
2. I'll. Get By (4) Harry James .....Columbia 


| King Sisters 
{ Bing Crosby 
} Tommy Dorsey 


Victor 
Decca 


3. I'll Be Seeing You (5) (Williamson). ' 
Victor 


{ Haynes-Forrest Decea 

4. Long Ago, Far Away (2) (Crawford)... ) Perry Como ......, -- Victor 
{ Bing Crosby , D 

5. San Fernando’ Valley (2) (Morris)...... | King Sisters Victor 

6. Love. Love, Love (9) (Santly)......... .».Guy Lombardo 

7. Don't Sweetheart Me (10) (Advanced)....Lawrence Welk sees. Decca 


{ Woody Herman ......Decca 
{Stan Kenton ........Capitol 


......Bing Crosby .........Decca 
{King Sisters ......... Victor 
‘| Ella Mae Morse...... Capitol 


8. Do Nothing Till Hear (13) (Robbins).. 
9. Going My Way. (1) (Burke)........ 
0. Milkman Keep Bottles Quiet (1) (Feist) 


GOING IN MORE 
FOR PICTURE SCORES 


Shapiro-Bernstein, Inc., which had | 
never published a film score until it 
recently acquired the tunes from) 
Kay Kyser’s forthcoming Columbia | 
film, is going deeper into that fleld. | 
Taps, general professional | 


| 


Are You Interested in 
Additional Income? 


START YOUR OWN 
ROUTE OF 


COIN OPERATED 


Moving Picture Machines 


Full or Spare Time! 


1 for four to six weeks of looking | 
over film tunes and further picture 
tieups and ideas developed by Louis 
Bernstein, 


Shapiro has not marketed the 
Kyser tunes as yet; they will await 


Gene Krupa and Frank Vernier, ! 


the throes of settling financial ac- 
counts that hadn't been cleaned up 


Vernier is now managing Roy 
Eldridge. Krupa is soon to reorgan- | 
ize his orchestra. 


room capacity and cover charge. 


| 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, New Yorker and Biltmore | 
| have ice shows. Waldorf has Morton Downey. Lexington, Hawaiian floor | 


| show. 


Chicago | Write for 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel: 400: $2.50 min.). 

; Shu and Georgie Price continue on even keel of 2.600. | 
Room, 


Be Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). | GEORGE PONSER C0 
Cavallaro and Larry Adler doing biggest business in town. ¥ 


Carmen Cavallaro (Empire 


helped increase patronage to 9,900. 


Sonny Dunham (Parther Room, Sherman hotel: 950: $1.50-$2.30 min.). 
for last days of Tommy Dorsey and Dunham's opening 


Business down 


| (19). Around 6,800, 


Early biz good, but late biz way off. 
Eddie Oliver (Marine 

| cover charge plus $1.25 min.) 
George Olsen (Boulevard Room. 

continues to build. Nifty 4,800. 


Los Angeles 


900; $1-$1.50). 


Freddie Martin (Ambassador: 
tax lull. Rates 4,200 
Joe Reichman (Bil! 


again. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Jan Garber (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). 


neat 30,500 payolas. 


Louis Armstrong (Trianon B, Southgate, second week), 


' with this outfit. Will better 9.500. 


Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 29th week). 


for capacity 5.200 again. 


the place crowded. Swell 5,000. 


Business down te around 2.800. 


at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 

| Emil Petti....... Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)...ceccocece. 9 950 8,275 
| Lani McIntire.... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........118 1,700 213,050 

Tony Pastor“..... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......0. 2 1,900 3,875 
|Glen Gray....... Pennsylvania (300; $1-$1.50)........ 4 2.200 10,425 
| George Hamilton*.Waldorf (550; 92) .....ccccecccsceeee 1 2.575 4,400 
Count Basie......sincoln (275; 8 1,450 8,675 
|Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 33 1,700 61,375 
| Boyd Raeburn... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 3 850 4,175 


Jimmy Joy ‘New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). | 
t00m, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100: 50c and T5c | 


Tumbled to 3.900 tabs. } 
Stevens hotel; 700; $2.50-$3 min.), Olsen | 


more; 900: $1-$1.50), 


(Chicago) and, desires Summer 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650; $5-$3.50 min.), 


Chuck Foster (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Tax really hurt this spot, 


PRICE ONLY 


8495-00 


Bond- | Complete Information! 

Convention 

DEPT. V, 763 S$. 18TH STREET 
NEWARK, N. J. 


Joy attracted about 3,200. 


STANDARD RADIO 


and ALL other pleture studios 
use this 3x5 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 pablish- 
ers, plus old favyoriies. 
cludes lead sheet and lyrics 
chorus. Samples free. 


1619 Broadway New York 19 


Slight general pickup after 


| 
| 
| 


Will breeze to 4,300 covers | 


In stride now for 


No off nights 


Attention: Ballroom Operators, 


Clubs, Hotels, Locations — 
Thternationally known name orchestra leater, 
Master Showman reorganizing former road 
buildup location int 
Hollywood, L. A., or So, Calif. area. Must 
be class spot, live-wire exhibitors, with 
ellent prasentation and exploitation facilities 

olrtesy to maior bouking offices, all replies 
to personal nranager, OX M 16, Variety. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 


Strang bid 


Sophie Tucker keeping 
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Dick Haymes’ great ballad success in 20th Century-Fox's FOUR JILLS IN A JEEP 


Lyric by HAROLD ADAMSON Music by JIMMY McHUGH 


Sung by Frank Parker in New York's box-office smash FOLLOW THE GIRLS 


HERE YOU ARE 


Lyrics and Music by DAN SHAPIRO, MILTON PASCAL and PHIL CHARIG 


150,000 records sold and in demand on juke boxes from coast to coast 


Lyrics and music by JOE DAVIS 


A song of hysterical impertinence by the ablest demolition expert of them all 


UMBRIAGO 


Lyrics and Music by IRVING CAESAR and JIMMY DURANTE 


music CORPORATION +799 Seventh Avenue,N.Y.19 
JERRY JOHNSON, Gen. Prot. Mer. 
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JOE HOWARD MULLS 
TAB ‘TIME, PLACE’ 


loe F Howard, singing star oi! 
“Gat 90s Revue” on air and in vaude, 
is mulling production of tabloid ver- | 
sion of his vesteryear musica! hit, 


“The Time, Place and the Girl” for 
routing as a vaude unit. Edward 
McMahon, 
in production of “90s,” would a’so be 
tab edition of “T. P. & G.” 
Present plans call for cast 
chorus of 30 people and most of the 
production equipment from show's 
legit revival at the Mansfield, N. Y.. 
last season. 
Understood 


Howard 


in on 


ana 


that 


and MeMahon will abbre- 


viate other book shows of the How- | 
musicals for a vaude | 


series ol 


Beaten to the Gun 


While the Ueberall interests were 
mulling opening of a proposed 
Moulin Rouge nitery, another group 
has set a five-year pact for the N. Y. 
site sought by the former. Place for- 
merly housed an eatery. New greup, 
the Barry-Micanes Corp., will reno- 
vate the 46th street locale and ex- 
pects to be ready »y mid-July. 

Soot will be called The Fellies. 


The New 
Comedy Singing Star 


IRENE 
HILDA 


| Starting May 26 


CLUB ROYALE 


DETROIT 
(Gala Reopening) 


a 
| Thanks to Phil Tyrell 
Direction 


International Theatrical 
| Corp. 


|1501 B’way, New York 


associated with Howard | 


if this tab clicks. | 


Cleve. Daily’s Rap At 


Cleveland, May 25. 
Cleveland Press blasted Tommy) 
McGinty’s new Mounds Club, which 
reopened here last week, for alleged 
gambling, and as a result business 
skyrocketed beyond expectations 
Press is a Scripps-Howard sheet. 
Harry and Jules Duke's 


current talent. 


i 


Richman 
orchestra are 


Mountie to Direct 


‘Icecapades’ Routine 
Pittsburgh, Mav 23. 
John H. Harris, head of Arena 
managers Assn. owner of “Iceca- 
| pades.”” has signed Col. C. H. Hill, of 
| Canadian Northwest Mounted Police, 
ito train girls in a Mountie routine 
which will be a feature of the show's 
|1945 edition. Col, Hill arrived in 
Hollywood last week from New Den- 
ver, B. C.. to start rehearsals. 
“Icecapades’ closes its present 
| Hollywood engagement June 4 atter 
39-day run, then rehearses for follow- 
‘ing five weeks. Ice revue will try out 
(45 copy in Seattle and Portland, 
Ore.. then comes to Pittsburgh for a 
week's rehearsal at Gardens, which 
Harris owns, preeming in Cleveland 
September. 
| 


Teer Gets 906 in L.A. 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
“Iece-Capades of 1944" racked up 
{hefty $90,000 for its third week at 
|the Pan-Pacific auditorium. 

| Ads up for final two weeks. 


Reopen N. Y. Spotlight 


Spotlight Club on west 48th street, 
N. Y.. shuttered for over a year, will 
| relight latter part of next month 
| under aegis of Andrew Miltz, who 
} will conduct as restaurant and nitery. 
Management will absorb the 30° 
nitery tax. 

Place will be given new decor by 
William Carlo, Greenwich Village 
‘artist who has done similar stints 
for a number of Greenwich Village 
spots. Also a dance contbo and floor 
| shaw staged by Robert Conklin. 


Dot Dorben Quits Edgewater 
Chicago, May 23. 
Dorothy Dorben, dance producer 
|of the Edgewater Beach hotel and 
,for the past few years in charge of 
entertainment there, resigned, 
effective July 15, to go into line pro- 
duction on her own. 
No successor named. 


Gambling Booms Cafe Biz 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
IN THE BUROPEAN 
or 


THE BOYS 
THEATRE 
OPERATIONS 


COMEDY MATERIAL 
WRITTEN 
FOR PERFORMERS 
Jules and Henny Kleinman 
25-31-K 30th Road 
Long Island City 2 New York 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


with her gamin personality. She 
runs the gamut of pash ballads to “— 
Learned French,” “That's Him” and 
| “May I Have This Waltz with You, 
' Madame.” Abel. 


Nite Club Review 


Regis. N. ¥. Morton Downey sings 
Virginia Hays, Pierre DAugelo & , songs, or so it seems, and leaves ‘em 
Vanya, Freddy Miller and Theodora | clamoring for more. The indefati- 
Brooks orchs; $3.50-up dinner; $1 gable come-all-ye kid runs the gamut 
cover after 10 p.m. of old and new pops, percolates a 


regards the other bistros, now ap- | way he’d be up there yet. 
proximate the nitery road company | New band at the lorf 
of what is happening to the Nazis | George Hamilton; his suave dansapa- 
at the Hitler line before Rome, the | ton, first time east, is clicko. 

few handpicked spots don’t know Abel. 


| from the depresh. 
$1,500,000 


That’s the anomaly of show busi- | 
ness, or, for that matter, any luxury | 
business. The few top spots will not. 
suffer but the rank-and-tile must Ji ¢ontinued from page 1 


longer harking back to the Danubian | 
billing) makes for a natural lure. In 
fact, it’s one of the bargain spots in 
town. The $3.50 (up)? dinner is 
sound value, and the $1 couvert after 
10 p.m., considering everything, gets 
ne complaints. 

Paradoxically. this vear the Roof 
decided te reinaugurate floor show 
divertissement along with the hold- 
gover Freddy Miller and Theodora 
Brooks (Hammond organ) combos 
from the downstairs Iridium Room. 
Miller is a suave “society” maestro 
and Miss Brooks. who followed Ethel 
Smith in, when the latter was snared 
away by Lucky Strike, Metro, et al.. 
likewise does a competent job at the 
Hammend censole. 

The extra diviaends are Virginia 


it does iaclude the allotment of 
'USO 9,250 free tickets for men in 
uniform. There were 41,800 admis- 
siors given away to purchasers of 
War Bonds sales of which totaled $7,- 
096.000. Last season the total attend- 
ance was 987,000. 

Indicated that the 46'» day date 
at the Garden was a bit too long 
vecause while the show played to 
corking business for more than tive 
weeks, business started to taper off 
cuiirg the last 10 days. The outfit 
evtrained after the night perform- 
a. ce Sunday and opened a two-week 
cate at the Boston Garden yesterday 


and the slick D'Angelo & Vanya terp | for the show under canvas. 

team. Latter are particularly expert feports that Michael Todd sought 
with their hardworking, well-con-| to take over the RBB circus have 
ceived repertoire, set to durable mu- | Eecr verified. He did contact Rob- 


sical backgrounds. They the} 
corns | o.t Ringling, who was rehearsing the 
gamut of “Tico Tico,” the new Bra- : & 


zilian samba: a fast strut: suave bal- ! —w at winter quarters, Sarasota, 
let variations to “Song Is You,”, F's. winter before last. After sev- 
“Speak Low” and “Holiday for | telephone conversations Ring- 


“Strings” routines. Thev’re  cool,|l1ng advised a New York represen- 
competent and cleancut. She packs | tative to talk te Todd, latter asking 
and Pierre D'Angelo handles! -f he could lease the show. Circus 
Vanya like a yo-yo. |man queried the legit manager about 
en ation which must be the envy o load being flabbergasted when told 
all the combined Hildegardes on the a season’s takeover 


| that 
chantoosey circuit. Rising from the : 
consummated for a 


$1,000,000 cash 


floor, via an intricate cantilever or | 

pneumatic elevator, with the band. | payment. That prohibitive 
stand riding back (very Music Hal] | @mount indicates that the Ringling 
in effect), out comes the Steinway | family is not interested jn letting the 
avec Mile. Hays. piano, mike and all. |; Show out of their hands, owners 
This is the contraption from which | stating, too, that the stock is not for 
Mitchell Leisen. in other seasons. | gale. 


used to emerge his Holly wood beauts. 
when that Paramount director was 
doing a sabbatical by staging the St. 
Regis Roof revues. “It's really a 
|dream presentation, and she could | 
| chirp a Jap menu and almost make | bee 


Show Biz 


Continued from page 1 oe) 


jit sound important with that kind of /bands, night clubs and = symphony 
| a setting. Instead she contribs in sat- | orchestras are asked to cease dis- 
isfactory manner an_ introductory 


|\“Allow Me to Present Myself.” the | 
“Irish Washerwoman.” “Tag Along” | . 
| song, a state-by-state medley. “Babes | !ace and find a solution for the pre)- 
lin Arms” excerpt, “Long Ago and|udices of southern customers and 
| Far Away.” Abel. | theatre Owners, and work together 
with progressive southerners “for a 
just, serious treatment of the Negro 


N. Nitery Followup screen.” 


of the eniertainment 


; scious of the corsiderable contribu- 


\ 


160 W. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


46th N.Y.C.* BRyant 9-7800 


! 


70 or 80; 


| crimination against the artist. 
(c) The film industry is asked to | 


| 


— ‘ton of personality from his bouncing 

The Waldorf, Plaza and St. Regis | Steinway with portable mike, and 
are serhaps the least hurt (if at all) | holds the Waldort’s Starlight Root | 
by the 30% tax, judging by the | like the Russians held their winter | 
strong pace. Where the casualties, as | line If the customers had theil 


Waldorf is 


pe t the St. Regis played longer than ever before. 

Roof has always been a natural draw 
in good years and bad, Something New ugh. reakdown of ¢ 
about the atmosphere, from the ance figures provides an approxi- 
front-door greeting by maitre Jean! mate total of 1,162,000 persons, | 
to that class Urbanesque decor including extra morning per- 


the old Viennese Roof ‘they're M0) formances given to audiences of or-- 
phans and crippled youngsters, but | 


Hays with her songalogs at the Stein- (22), Philadelphia will follow, it be- | 
way, with boogie-woogie variations. | i"% the first engagement this year 


| 


could be! 


indus- | 
try.” says the Declaration, “are con- | 


_Eddie Garr and Wynters & Ange-| tions which has been made to our 
| line are the new components at the! democratic culture by the Negro} 
a Pierre's Cotillion Room, and) people We have a peculiar re- 

vet sponsibility in that we are engaged 

- szescver 0 ODACCO j 
in bringing ideas to ‘es which | 

Road” segues nicely into the class audienc es which 

hotel circuit, and the dance team ude our whole population. 


St. Loo Mayor Fires Mer, 
Of Municipal Auditorium 


St. Louis, May 23. 

Percy M. Gash, $6.000-per-year 
manager of the Henry W. Kie} (mu. 
nicipal) auditorium, was fired last 
week by Hizzoner Aloys P. Kaut- 
mann after raps of mismanagemen: 
had been established by the Munici. 
pal Auditorium Commission 
posed of city execs and ¢ 


come. 
‘Vic leaders 
Although he had an opportunity ty 
resign, Gash, who was appointed to 
the post by the late William Dee 
Becker in 1941, refused to quit, Stat. 
ing he had done nothing wrone A 
< 
wild scramble for the berth is al- 
ready under way. 


NEW REVERE BEACH NITERY 


New. nitery under 


gets Way at 
Revere Beach, Mass., next Sunday 
(28). Called Tin Pan Alley, it will 


use bands on one and two-week 
stands. 

First outfit booked is Roy Etd- 
ridge. 

Nelson Armstrong, Saxman, and 
Amillio DeLio, drummer, both ex- 
servicemen with honorary medical 
discharges, have joined the Will 


Schabro band at Don Metz’s Club, 
Pittsburgh. 


AL BORDE 


PRESINES 


BENNY MEROFF 
“FUNZAFIR 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Ninth Week 
Jack Lynch's 
WALTON ROOF 
PHILADELPHTA, VPA. 


« 


LAURETTE and CLYMAS 
Pantomime Satirists 
Currently 
TOURAINE HOTEL 


Boston Dir.—MCA 


packs plenty of artistry with its ma- | ————> 


xixe, fox and kindred ballroomolo- 
gy. Garr’s stew remains one of the 
best; his impressions of Wynn, Rich- 
man, Sparks, et al., likewise clicko. 
The income tax number registers, 
and withal, even including some of 
the new stuff he is apparently break- 
ing in, Garr gets over. Stanley Melba 
continues with his suave orchestra 
(out the night caught with illness) 
Business has taken a dip because of 
the 30% tax rap. Abel. 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


_ La Vie Parisienne has a new head- 
liner in Ray Bourbon, who has sa- 
polioed his stuff a bit compared with 
his usual repertoire in the Florida 
ahd California stretches, but it's still 
not exactly elsiedinsmore. Bourbon 


JEAN TIGHE 
Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


Music Corporation of America 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


who could be a female impersonator | 


|= 
with ease, works straight and 


does | 


an effective songalog that is chiefly | 
along the same broad lines. The 
jealous neighbor, the “Rhett Butler” 
and the “Now You're 45” routines | 
click, He's a distinctive personality 
in his own manner of work, and is 
slated to double into the Mae West 
(Mike Todd) legit, “Catherine Was" 
Great.” Two big clicks of Arthur 
Lesser’s class bistro are the holdover 
Jeanne Morain, a French looker with 
Angle-U. S. chansons—that new 
“French underground” song is un- 
doustedly the present-day “Mar- 
seillaise’—and the Mexican Rev2 
Reyes, leng-time fave at the old Ca- 
saneva, in Paris. The tamale song- 
stress chirps ia French, Spanish and 
English, and captivates the room 


FEATURED VOCALIST 


Eddie Oliver’s Orchestra 


NOW 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


Personal Management—JOHN SHANAHAN 


~ 


Pd 


— 


| 
| 
LOEW 


23. 
-Year 
(mu. 
last 
Kauf. 
“ment 
nici. 


com. 
aders, 
ity to 
ed 
Dee 
Stat. 
is al- 


at 
nday 

will 
week 


Eld- 


and 
diea 
wi 
“lub, 


Wednesday, May 24, 1914 


VARIETY 


11$0-Camp Shows Will Try Vaude 
Playlets on ‘Purple Heart’ Circuit 


In a move harking back to the old# 
two-a-day vaude circuits, USO-Camp |! 


Shows is try ing out an innovation on 
its hospital circuit, by lining up one- 
act comedy playlets for performance 
in the wards. Plays will employ 
three principals, with supporting 
roles taken by accompanying vaude- 
ville acts, plan being to send out 
these playlets along with routine 
vaude turns. Acts will be done with- 
out scenery, using hand props. Only 
comedies will be used, dramas being 
out. Plays will run from 20 to 30 
minutes. 

Lynn Starling’s “Meet the Wife” 
(one-time Mary Boland show) is be- 
ing used, in condensed version by 
Bella Spewack. Ben Boyar, of the 
Max Gordon’ office, has sbmitted 27 
scripts from the old Lewis and 
Gordon files, for USO use. Problem is 
to epst these shows, although several 
well-known legit: actors have ex- 
pressed interest in dcing them for 
limited tours. 

Hospital circuit. wants to get away 
from routine vaudeville turns, claim- 
ing these playlets will be something 
new for this generation. 


ark Central In 


Tuesday (23) was charged with vio- 
lating the Emergency 


Act. according to a complaint filed | 


by Chester Bowles, Administrator of! 
the OPA, in N. Y. federal court. 


temporary injunction restraining the | artist, upped for three 
870 7th Ave. Corp., doing business as | S}. 


the Park Central, issued 


Judge John Bright directing the cor-} 
poration to show cause on May 26 


why an injunction should not be is- 


sued, 

The corporation operates the Co- 
coanut Grove, Hawaiian Room, 
Royal Room, 


Violating OPA’s food prices’ for 

guests living at the hotel on “budget 

leases,” which include dinners. 
According to an affidavit filed by 


Harry Pfeffer, attorney for the OPA, | 


the alleged violations are the result 
of monthly increases of from $25 to 
$45 in* the cost of “budget plan 
leases,” which provide for rooms or 
Suites, dinners in the Hawaiian 
Room and. valet service. The cor- 
poration did not credit the increase 
0 “rent, or service. but to food” 
thereby’ violating OPA rules. Many 
leases entered into in 1942 were re- 


newed at increased costs after OPA! 


regulations became effective in July, 
last year, it was pointed out in the 
affidavit. 


Title 
Charged on Ice Revue 


Dolores Ziegfeld, producer and 
Owner of the “Ice Follies” skating 
unit, now at the Boulevard Tavern, 
Queens, L. I., last week received two 
threats of a suit over the use of her 
OWn name and the tag she has hung 
on her unit. 


First was a wire from J. J. and | 


Lee Shubert advising her they own 
the “Ziegfeld Follies” title, and that 
she must stop using the words in 
connection with her blade revue. 
Second notice was from Shipstad 
and Johnson, producers of ice re- 
vues, who advised her that they own 
litle to the word “Follies” « hen it’s 
preceded or connected with the word 


Ice, Both advices demand she 


give up the tags. Ziegfeld is the | 


skater’s family name. 

Her attorney, Andrew Weinberger. 
asserts both demands will be re- 
Sisted, 


Spitalny Holds Over With 


New Pic at N. Y. Capitol 


Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
hold over at the Capitol theatre. 


T 

N. Y.. for the run of Ginger Rogers’ 
“Tender Comrade.” which opens 
June 1. His band is now in its third 


week With “Gaslight” and all told. 


Will play the house 
weeks, 


Six or seven 
“Comrade” will go two and 
DOss. div three stanzas. 

Last time SpitalIny played the Cap- 
he remaiped 8 weeks. 


current at 


| magic, 


'a small orchestra, now 


ner in the new 


Jam With OPA 


The Park Central hotel, N. Y.. on 


derson, 
Price Control! Lions Club. 


Royal Palm Cocktail | 
Lounge and the Fountain Room, as! 
restaurants. They are charged with | 


vears ago, he has taken his 


j theatrical guilds. 
rol e1 
| Vaudeville Artists was ina 


N. Y. Bowery Nitery 
Show Eves Vaude 


“Sammy's Foolish 
Sammy's nitery, 


Bowery, N. Y., will be transplanted 


; into a vaude unit by Joe Wright, 


vaude agent-producer Augmented 
by several other acts, unit will run 
65 minutes. Wrigh. is asking $3,000 
weekly. 

Bill will comprise Nettie Jaeger, 
balladist: Mary Jayne Kelley, sing- 
ing violinist; Frances Jones torch 
singer: La Sevillanita, dancer; Bow- 
ery Four, quartet: Great Laventi, 
and Sawdust Canaries Trio 
(Brown, Sharkey & Firth). A chorus 
line will be added for the unit, 


Saranac 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y.., May 22. 
“Flvin’ High With Uncle Sam and 
You” was written by Gerald C. Me- 


Daniel, who has been bedded for 


over Six vears. 

Al Helack. who once tooted with 
doing bed 
routine at Raybrook sanatorium. 

Helen O'Reilly, who owns Holly- 
wood dress shop here, is also part- 
Melody Bar with Ted 
McCartney. 

Drive for the William Morris 
Memorial Park to maintain a day 


nursery for kiddies during the sum- | 
Among | 


mer went over the top 100%. 
showtolk of the colony aiding the 
drive were Benny Ressler, A. B. An- 
Helen 


Rose Goldstein given 10-day fur- 
lough and will vacash in New York. 
Ditto for Matty Pegano. 


A| — five years of bed routine, 
H 


musicomedy 
meals a day. 
still has her two trained chicka- 
dees who perch daily on her window. 


azel Smith, former 


Joseph (Warner Bros.) Debrowski | 


back at the Will Rogers for bed rou- 
tine. 

Elizabeth Kelly and Letty Kelly 
dropped in from Forest Hills, N. Y., 


to visit Margaret Daugherty, who is | 
showing great strides of improve- | 
; been holding up rather well, every- | 


ment. 

Mrs. Lilla Farley will summer 
here to be near her daughter, Alice, 
who is on road to recovery at the 
Rogers. 

Charles Goodwin cheered up 
plenty by surprise visit from mother 
and sister, who shot in from Buffalo, 


| N. Y. 


Howard Levy has improved so 
nicely he has been added to the 
crew who operate the mimeograph 
at the Rogers. 

Write to those who are ill. 


‘Doe’ Cook Casting Again 


For Sanatorium Show 
Glens Falls, N. Y., May 23. 

If the war has not tied up too much 
talent. another “Doc Cook Revue” 
will he. at..Wastmount. Sana- 
Warren County Tuber- 
Glens Falls 
under the directorship of the one- 
time Broadway vaudeville showman. 


torium, the 
culosis hospital, near 


Westmount Sanatorium lo- 
Glens Falls ! 


cated six miles north of 
in the foothills of the Adirondacks. 
Elwin Cook’s whereabouts may be 
a mystery to his old friends along 
New York’s Gay Dimout Way. but 
its no mystery to the patients of 
Westmount, fo 
several shows 
sional show business, “Doc” Cook, for 
his benefit performances, has welded 
amateur and professional nightclub 
and vaudeville acts into variety 
shows with artists in Glens Falls, 
where he now home 
These have coniributed their serv- 


makes his 


ices to past shows. Now the call is 
out again that “Doc” Cook is cas 
“Doc” Cook came to Giens 


with his wife about 15 years ago and 
shortly after their arrival Mrs. Cook 
became a patient at Westmount. For 


several vears before she died, “Doc” 
made a daily trip to Westmount te 
visit her. Since her death three 


fevue” 
to the sanatorium every two or three 


months for a free show. 


NVA NO TA RECIPIENT 

In a “Variety” item last week de- 
tailing division of charity money by 
the Theatre Authority to the various 
Actors Fund and 
National 
ivcrtently 
inctuded as being among the recipi- 
erts. 

Explained thatthe 


organizations, the 


Guild 


Variety Artists has a fund for in- 
dizer1 vaudevillians and receives a 
sere of the TA distribution, rather 
fthan the NVA. 


| closed in 


Follies,” floor | 


Nitery Ops Shave 


conclusion that 


| over the D. C. 
|ing the tax rap. 


O'Reilly; also the 


whom he has staged 
Retired from profes- | 


Patricia Morison On 
4 Weeks of 


«Morison, who recently 
“Allah Be Praised!”, and 
prior to that did 12 weeks of per- 
sonal appearances, resuinied p.d.s this ; 
week by going into the Chase hotel, 
St. Louis, Monday (22). 

Screen actress has been booked for 
four weeks’ tour. after 
may return to Coast for a picture. 


Patricia 


Nut to Beat Tax 


The nitery managements, bookers 
and agents are being forced to the 
“Uncle Sam just 
doesn't give a damn about the cafe 
business or night club performers.” 
This is now being uttered in disgust 
lethargy in alleviat- 


Meantime it’s dreary - days - in - 


| Dixie for many a spot. A keynote, 


perhaps, is what the class Versailles, 


iN. Y.. is doing June 14 when Jerri 
| Sullivan, a relatively 


minor song- 
stress, becomes the headliner of the 
floor show, succeeding Car] Brisson. 
incumbent. Spot has experienced 
spotty business, along with the other 
niteries, chiefly at dinner although 
just as paradoxically the’ dinner 
trade is lable to ve vood and the 
supper nsg. Joe E. Lewis at the} 
Copacabana, N. Y., is another who| 
nas played to leht dinner crowds 
but has done better at supper. 

(The customer perspective is that 
the.30° tax sap on a dine-and-drink 
check is less attractive than on the 
$3-minimum for supper.) 


dinner despite 
Buddy Lester and Rose-Marie, but |! 
better after-the-theatre. Dean Mar- 
tin, crooner, succeeds the song- 
stress June 7 for four weeks. At the 
Copa, Bert Wheeler tollows Lewis 
starting June 17. 

Duke Ellington and his all-colored | 
revue depart the Hurricane, Broad- 
Way nitery, when Mickey Alpert | 
shifts over from the Belmont-Plaza’s 
Glass Hat room. N.Y. Para- | 
doxically Lew Walters’ Latin Quar- 
ter, another big Broadway spot, has | 


thing consideving, but 52 st..s swing 
spots have suffered. 

Ali keys have been similarly hit. 
with Boston perhaps more so than 
most, 


Crix Find Him Socko, 
Patrons Don’t; Magi 


To Switch Hoke Act 


Pitisburgh, May 23 
Carl Ballantine. who calls himseli 
“The Amazing Myr. Ballantine” and 
has a fresh, original hoke magic act, 
cried on the shoulder of a Pittsburgh | 
critic, Harold V. Cohen, of the Post-| 


Gazette last week via the mails, stat- 
ng that he was discarding his pres- 
ent turn shortly because “it only gets 


over with a small percentage of ‘the 
audience.” 
“Show biz cries for new faces,” 


Ballantine wrote Cohen, “new ma- 
terial and new ideas. I come up th 
such an at ana ippen lt 
dies. I’m sorry I ever put it to 
gether. If I should ever play you 
town again, OO) continue in this 


racket, it will be with old-time tested 
stuff all the was 

Ballantine got swell notices from 
all the Pittsburgh crix at the Sianley 
theatre. 


AGVA BENEFIT BRINGS 


$6, 300 INTO RELIEF FUND 


Annual benefit of American Guild 
of =a vy Artists held at the 46th 
street theatre, N. Y.. Sunday night 
(21) netted the org’s N. Y. local ap- 
proximately $6.500 Proceeds go to 
the organization's welfare fund. Date 


was advance from June because of 
unusual strain on fund ‘ue to whole- 
sale closing of niteries because of 
new 30°, tax. 

House was sold out 
show, with many ticket donors re- 
allocating the ducats to service men 
in nearby camps. Milton Berle pre- 
sided at start and then turned over 
emceeing to Bert a In rapid 
succession came W: Howard, Ed- 
die Garr, Eddie pct Duke Elling- 
ton, Jack Pepper and numbers from 
many of the niteries and shows cur- 
rent on Broadway 


before the 


Benns Carter band onens June at 
Swing Ciub, Los Angeles. for en in- 
dciinite stay. 


VAUDEVILLE 


Shelvey Thinks Nitery Tax Cut 
Is Still Possib'e; 20,000 Jobless 


Senate will approve the MeCare 
The big opposition 


which she. 3 
expecta 
national administrator 


ions of Matt Shel- hairman of the 


Nevertheless a it 
conference committee may 
a compromise. 

Owners Guild, 2 ned to Washing 
vesterdat (uesday) after 


65 L. A. Niteries Post 
Notice on Talent Exit 


outcome of which will be final pres- 


Kuutson bill 


as immediate action 
protests to 


of the Knutson bill. 


simplification 
holding on in the 


Senator George that he would fall in 
line to support measure if incorpo- 
in the Debt Limit 


(Wednesday ). 
then go to Senate Finance Committee 


: sponge before 
would be im- 


ssident fo 
to the President entertainment are 


the bill hurdles the he ar ing stage. 


Chi Spot Exits Shows 


patronage had dropped off so 
and cocktail lounges in because of the 30% 
that a cut in operation expenses wus 
talent because of 30‘ 
La Martinique, N. Y., has been | 
likewise blah at 


‘ entertainment 
i they'll dispense with bands and tal- 


| various cocktail 
caused by impost} 
If the others fold it | 


of unemployment 
is almost 20.000. 


Frisco’s 60°, Decline 
Sa 
approximately San Francisco, } 
out of business and 
to fold unless tax is lowered. 


2.700 more ready 
night life has 


gradually closin 
would fight reduction of tax. 


the unemployed list 


Off On Coast 


is discriminatory 


fake prior to the: 
»y wanted to ruin the 


and unions also report bookings are 


» 


$5.000,000.000 


high-priced 
self-extinction 


Chances Look Brighter a 
For 30% Tax Slash ‘ous? Sunda 


30% TAX FORCES DUKE 
10 SHORTEN N. Y. 


proved considerably 


Alpert’s orche 


an powerful 


N. Y. Copa Sets Fields 
Orch With Wheeler 


Paul Douglas ar 
told the Senate 


ment to the income tax simplification replacement band. 


Brisson’s Dates 


would not object 


personal object 


| 
sr. 
i 
t 
Futility of two previous attempts th 
to oring abd a tion of the rar 
no Ine Ho e § nere Ren. 
- of Amer- Way al fe Cor ittee 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 24, 1944 


Numerals 


in connection with 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF MAY 25 


whether full 


bills below 


indicate opening day of show, 
or «split week. 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (25) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 

State (25) 


Billy Rose's Rev 


Gautiers Stes 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (25) 
pi'ch'se | 
Clif Edwards 

Gene Baylos 

Joe, L & M Caits 
Chandra Kaly Ders 


NEW YORK CITY MIAMI | FALL RIVER WASHINGTON 
Paramount = Olympia (24) | Wengice (23-25) Howard (25) 
Chas Spivak Be Hal Haviland i Cab Ca loway Ore Nat Towles Ore 
Wesson Bros Bobby Beimont | HARTFORD Art Taium Co 
Tip, Tap & Toe Ames & Arno | State (26-28) Dorothy Delian 
CHICAGO Terry Lawlor Leon Navarra Jerry Taps 
Chicago (24) Al Norman } Maxine Tim Moore 
Lathrop & Lee OMAHA Vivian Harrts 
i | June silo ils 
_ Orpheum (24) WOONSOCKET 
The Glens Vaughn Monroe Bd} jine Kean New Park (26-28) 
sob Coffes Chester Dolphin | Trip & Fall Lew Fitzgibbons 
Regal (24) G & B Maison | INDIANAPOLIS Robertas Circus 
I. Hampton Bd Jane Slate Circle (25) 
Conway & Parks TOLEDO | Henry Busse Or« The ¢ = 
Nightingale Paramount (24) | Minevitch Rascals Lew H on 
Lucille Chance Gay Nighties Rev Eve Condos WORCESTER 
Cleon Flerens Piymouth (21-24) 
NEW AKA Joan Brooks 
Adams (25) Campbell & Lioyvd 
Frankie Car'e Ore lew Fitzgibbons 
RKO Pat Henning Bev McAtee 
Virginia Ausi'n 3 Little Sis 
Max & Gang Colev Worth & M 
BOSTON CLEVELAND 


Boston (25) 
Guy Lembardo Ore 
Jean Jack & Judy 
Ollie O Toole 

(18) 

Ted Lewis Ore 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (25) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Walton & O'Rourke 

Anne Rooney 


Diamond Bros 


Palace (25) 
Sammy Kave Ore 
Jack Durant 
Dupree & Charlo 

(18) 
Henry Busse Ore 
Murgo 
Diamond Bros 
Johnny Johnston 
Walton & O'Rourke | 

COLUMBUS 

Patace (30-1) 
Gay Nighties 


| Charles & Barbour 


| Roy 


Paramount | 


| Morey 


BALTIMORE 
Hippedreme (29) 
Gay Nineties Rev 
Ted & Art Miller 


Styles 
(28-31) 
Palermos Dogs 
CAMDEN 
Towers (26-28) 
The Masons 
Muriel Lane 
Hart & Dwnes 
Rogers 
3 Winter Sis 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (25-28) 
Stevens Bros & Bear 
Tudy Talbot 
& Eaton 
Amsterdam 
Dee 


Ray 


Morev 
Rosalie 


NORFOLK 
Centre (25) 
Norfolk (25) 
Mack & Desmond 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Mitzi Green 
§ Herzors 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (25) 
Wallace's Puppets 
Dennis Sis 
Rob Hopkins 
Del Martins 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolit'n (26-28) 
Tars & Spars 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (25-28) 
Joan Brooks 
Campbell & Lloyd 
3 Little Sis 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Birdland 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Aquarium Kest. | 


| John Wirby Ore 
Guy Granada | 
The Freshmen Trio! 


Hazel Mangean 4 
Marcia Dale 

Cecil Lewin 
Glovia LeRoy 


NEW 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


PARAMOUNT BUILDINGS 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT | 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


HILLS, CAL. 


| Theodora 


Paris Qui Chante 
Irene Hilda 


Narita 

Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel St. Regis Bob Maurice 

Freddy Miller Ore} June Hiawhins 

Brooks | Leo Pleskow 

Eric Asien 


e10 & 
De Angelo & wee) Ponselle 


Virginia Hays 
Hotel Taft Queen Mary 
| Nays --Grecia 


Castaine & Barry 


Hotel Walaorf-A 
Guy Martin Girls 


Morton Downey 
G Hamilton Ore Pat Clayton 
Mischa Borr Ore Irving Conn Ore 


Peter Rotunda Ba 
Rogers Corner 


Hurricane 
Duke Ellington Ore 


Wini Jonnson Korn Kobblers 
Michael Raymond Harry Lefcourt Orc 
Albert Hibblen Clark's Hawaitans 
Bobby Baxter Rollina 2 

Harvers & Dale Harold Green 
Chuck & Chuckles Harry Reser 4 


Jimmy Kelly's 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 


Novelaries 
Sie Sechatz Ore 
Ruban Bleu 


Imogene Coca 


Moya Gifford Daphne Tellman 
Roberto & Aida Diane Courtney 
John Rockwood Irwin Corey 

Renee Sammy’s 
Rosita Bowery Gay 90's 
Margaret Gray Marty Reide 
Virginia Fait Jack Sheehan 
Carter & Ross Spivy’s Roof 


Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly's Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 


Spivy 
Walter Liberace 
Fred Keating 


Coleman Hawkins Stork Club 
Clarence Profit 3 Russ Smith Orch 
Dink Patterson Tavern-on-Green 


Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 


Joe Ricardel Orc 
Tony’s Trouville 


la Conga Cy Walter 
B Reilly Muriel Burton 


Harris, Claire & 8 
Servando Diaz 3 


Changi Club 
Viola Jefferson 


Machito Rhumba Bd| pot Cha Drew 

la Martinique Versailles 
Ruddy Lester Carl Brisson 
Rose Marie Paul Rosini 
Barbara Blaine Ray Sinatra Ore 
Kenneth Buffett Machito Bad 
Maxi Bergere Ore Diana Corday 
Socasses Ore Larry Douglas 

Latin Quarter Villuge 
Renny Fields Zev Carver 
Mazzone & Abbott Dick Thomas 
Doe Marcus Red River Dave 
Blanchards Estelle Loring 
Adele Parish Tiny Clark 


Gaudsmith Bros 

H Williams 3 

Don MeGrane Orch 
Teddy Martin 


Gerri Gale 
Pop Brownlee’s H 
Village Vanguard 


Camay Patricia Ford 
Leon & Eddie's tinger Dulo 

Mary Ann Brown Gwen Tyne 

Eddie Davis Clarence Profit 8 

Sherry Britton Wivel 

Bill Russell Rob Lee 

Wynn 2 Grahain Sis 

Beatrice Fung Oye | Tommy Wayden 


DeMay & Moore Bob Parker 


Lou Martin Orc Gertrude Hild 
Monte Carlo The Pavells 
Dick Gasparre Ore | Harry Horton Ore 
Riayne Hume Zanzibar 
Ralph Rotgers Bd Ethel Waters 
Nina Orla Maurice Rocco 
Old Reomantas 3erry Bros 
Ralph Fielder 3 Peppers 
Harriet LeRoy Watts 
Vera Niva Tops & Wilda 
Murray White Irv Carroll 
Sadie Banks Peewee Marquette 


Toe LaPorte Ore Hal Thomas Bad 


Film Reviews 


Edgar Kennedy (23-25) | 
%) Frankie Masters Or 
Sammy Kaye Ore edgar Kennedy 
Jack Durant Jean Carroll 
Dupree & Charlo Anne Rooney 
ALABAMA Tropical Nights 
Birmingham Salisbury 
Pantuge (26-28) State (25) 
Spirit of Youth Victory Rev 
Mobile Wilmington 
Lyric (24-28) Carolina (25-27) 
Renfro Valley Show] Meet the Girls 
GEORGIA Winston-Satem 
Augusta State (25) 
Modjeska (25-27) Tropical Nights 
Midnite Scandals SOUTH CAROLINA 
Rome Anderson 
Gordon (24) Criterion (24) 


Spirit of Youth 
NORTH CAROLIN’ 
Burlington 
Carolina (23) 

Tropical Nights 
Charlotte 
Broadway (26-27) 

fictory Re. 
Raleigh 
State (24) 


Midnite Scandals 
Columbi:e 

Carolina (24) 
Meet the Giris 
Charleston 


Victory (22-23) 
Meet the Girls 
Spartanburg 
State (22) 
Midnite Scandals 


Warner 


NEW YORK CIty 


Strand (26) 
Cab Culloway Ore 
(19) 

Tars & Spars 
ELMIRA 
Keeney (23-25) 
Blhiep Fields Orc 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (26) 


Frank Paris 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 


Milt Britton Orc 

Bea Wain 

Bert Wheeler Co 
(19) 

Beatrice Kay 

Carr Bros 


Bob Chester Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Karle (26) 

Roxyettes 

Rufe Davis 

Bay Coast Gd Bd 
*n Ritter 

(19) 


Ore 


independent 


NEW YORK CITy 
Music Hall (25) 
Don Cossack Co 
Seree Jaroff 
Cariton Emmy 
Marie Grimaldi 
Geo Young 
Roxy (25) 
P Scott Ore 
Connee Boswell 
Willie Howard 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (22-24) 
Dideos Circus 
John Reading Co 
Billie Beck 
Ray Martell 
Rio & Rita 
(25) 
Allen Bros & Lois 


Whitey Carson 
(25-28) 
Billy Van 


Ariie Dann 
Karen Cooper 


Lynbrook (27-28) 
Primrose & Gold 
Van Kirk 
Minda Lang 
The Manginis 

AKRON 

Palace (26-29) 
Gay Nighties Rev 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Hamid'’s Pier 
27-28) 
Joe E. Howard 
The Floradora 
Lillian Leonard 
Gay Ninety Quartet 
Shaw & Lee 

Steel Pier (27-30) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Bob Chester Orc 
Homer 
3 Hearts 
The Fontaines 
Sob Easton Co 
Bert Walton 
Cordyn & Sawyer 


Gls 


Andy Arcari 


Bills Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
| Joan Reiily 
Charles Rosofft 
Bernie Graver 
| Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
iCharles Strickland 
Jimmy Burnes 
| Bill Kelsey 
| Gay 90's Quartette 
Blue Angel 
| Eddie Mayehoft 
| Robert Crumb 
Revuers 
Evelyn 
} Stuart 
Chittison 3 
Cafe Soviety 
(Uptown) 
| Hazel Scott 
| Jimmy Savo 
| Mildred Bailey 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Cafe Soctet? 
| (Downtown). 
Zonds & Cook 
| Wilma Gray 
| Josn White 
| Bddie Heywood Ore 
| Casino Russe 
| Nina Tarasova 
|; Dmitri Matvienko 
| Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
| Viadimir Lazarev 
Codolban Ore 
| Mddie Steele 
Garland Wilson 
Club 18 
Roy Seley 
Vinee Curran 


Knight 
Ross 


silly franks 
Four Rose Buds 
Bill Quentmeyer 


Miichell Brother 
Michael Edwards 
Milt Herth 8 


Vincent Travers Ore 
Gwich Village Inn 
Marva Louis 
Bob Howard 
Ryan Twins 
Fred Koval 
The Harlequin 
Dale Belmont 
Pasha 
Franchon 
Jay Howard 
Margo 
Ramon’'s Ore 
Irving Conn 3 
Hotel Astor 
Harry James Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Peter Chan 
Kim 
Met 
Kath Lee Chang 
Wong Sis 
Commodore 
Boyd Raeburn 
Hotel Dixte 
Al Trace Orc 
Tony Arden 


ryn 


continued from page 10 


The Drifter 


to furnish him with better material | 
than this. Picture is 
dual tailender. 

Crabbe plays a dual role, a Robin 
Hood of the range and a bank rob- 
ber who has been impersonating the 
R.H. in order to cover up his crimes. | 
The mistaken identity angle has | 
everyone confused—the audience in- | 
cluded. 

Crabbe does the best he can with | 
the stereotyped yarn, while Al | 
“Fuzzy” St. John provides a few 
humorous moments. | 

| 


Men on Her Mind | 
(SONGS) 


definitely a | 


Deqguincey & Givens 
Hotel Edison 
Lawrence Welk 
Hote) Essex House 
Nick D'Amico Orc 


Hotel Lexington 


BUDDY and LESTER 


WHITSON 


with 
LOU WALTER'S 
Mgt. EDDIE SMITH 


“SLAP-HAPPY" 


Blanchard 
Ann Pa ge 
Rad Lord 
Marsha Kent 
Jordon Andrews O 


bran Froeba Orc 
Club 51 
Frankie Hyers 

Pat Harrington 

Jd } 


k Sharke, 


| Ben Tracey 

| Hilda 

| 
Marie 
Anita Chandler 

| Ben Tracy 

| Benny Martini Orc 

| Clab 1-2-3 

| Roger Stearns 

Copacabana 

Joe FE. Lewis 

& E Barry 

Maureen Cannon 

Althea Flder 

Carol King 

Don Dennis 

Estetlita 

Joel Herron Ore 

Frank Marti Ore 

Coo Rouge 
Dick Wiison Orch 
B Bizony Ensemble 


Dinmond Horseshoe 

Bob Halt 

La Pierre 

Frank Ross 

Herman liyde & Co 


Li Metintire Ore 

| Momi Kai 

| 

| Mokihana 

Al Mclutire 

Harold Aloma 

| Hotel Lincoln 

Count Basie Orc 
Hotel MeAipin 

| Gladys Tell 

trnest Hamory 


Kric Correa Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Tony Pastor Ore 
Mary Jane Yeo 
Mary Jane Lawson 
Pegsy Whight 
job Ballard 
Arnold Shoda 
Hotei Park Centra: 
l.ouis Prima Ore 
G & G Bernard 
Hetel Pennsylvania 
Glen Gray 
Hotes Pierre 
Eddie Garr 
Winters & Angeline 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 
Mark Monte Ore 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Walter Perner Ore 
Johnny Cook Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Clemente Ore 


PRC Pictures release of Alfred Stern | 
production. Stars Mary Beth Hughes; fene | 
tures Edward Norris and Ted North Li- | 
rected by Wallace Fox Screennvlay Rav- | 
mond |] Schrock; musical director, Lee 
Zabler; camera, Robert Cline: editor, Chas. } 
Henkel, Jr. At Brooklyn Strand, N. Y., | 
week of May 18, '44. Running time, 7@ | 
MINS 
Mary Beth Hughes | 
Jefiry Wingate....-....... Edward Norris | 

i Jim Lac Ted North | 
MORE Palmer. Alan Edwards | 

Eloise Palmer -Kay Linaker | 
Mayiné Munson Claire Rochelle | 
“Big Joe’’ Monroc......... Lyle Yatell | 
Mrs. Goodwin .Claire McDowell! | 
Miss Wiggins.............. Isabell Ta Mal | 
| | 


A tale of an ambitious singer who 
| refuses to let love and marriage in- 
| terfere with her career, “Men on 
Her Mind” is a pleasant enough “B” 
for nabe duals. 

Mary Beth Hughes displays her | 
| abilities in good fashion as the gal 
|singer. After achieving her ambi- 
| tion, becoming a popular radio and 
nightclub vocalist, she changes her 


mind about one of her suitors and | 
gives in to his offer of marriage. 

Miss Hughes sings several tunes. | 
most notable being “Heaven on 
Earth,” written by Lee Zahler and | 
Pat O’Dea, in a pleasant. throaty | 
voice. Edward Norris, Ted North | 
and Alan Edwards, as her suitors. | 


enact their parts fairly well. Direc- 
tion by Lee Zahler is in the groove, | 
Sten. 


Sun. Morning Vaude 
Clicks in Mex. City 


Mexico City, May 23. 
Mexico is going for Sunday morn- 
ing vaude shows. Latest to turn to | 
this policy is Iris, film house, with 12 
acts on bill. Other theatres with 


Colonia!, and Alemeda. Average 
price is 20c ($1 Mex), shows starting 


far. 


VICTS, 


| dancer, who appeared in 


| daughter, 


Sabbath vaude are Palacio Chino, | 


at 11 o’clock. 
Near capacity for this policy so | 


Broadway 


Taylor Hoimes reported seriously 


ill. 
Allen Meltzer going back into the 
p.a. biz. 

Paul Haakon opening studio to 
teach ballet dancing. 

Walter Winchell not going to the 
Coast until around June 1. : 

Mark Hanna back into Medical 
Center for a two-day checkup. 

Harold F. Webster back with War- 
ner personnel dept. after year's ill- 
ness. 

Meyer Davis to the Coast soon to 
set up a western company of “Wall- 
flower.” 

Vic Ratner, ex-CBS promotion 
exec, -now doing FDR ballyhoo for 
the 4th term campaign. 

Actress Estelle Winwood and Rob- 
ert Bartron Henderson, theatre di- 
rector, to be married June 1. 

Music publisher Jack Mills’ daugh- 
ter, Helen (the oldest), engaged to 
Lt. William Albert of the Air Force. 

Lee Mortimer of the Mirror has 
yen to mc. a specialty show at 
Loew’s state, a la Ed Sullivan, of the 
News. 

Edgar Runkle, not Ernie Holst, is 
company manager of “Let's Face It,” 
which started tour in Baltimore Mon- 
day (22). 

Harry Levant back conducting or- 
chestra for “Mexican Hayride” after 
long siege of illness at Polyclinic 
hospital. 

Dorothy Sands out of “Tomorrow 
the World” cast several days last 
week due to illness, Mary Benrimo 
replacing. ; 

Mitchell Rawson, handling special 
exploitation on “Dragon Seed” for 
Metro, heading for the Coast in a 
few days. 

“Some of These Days,” autobiog 
of Sophie Tucker (as told to Dorothy 
Giles) slated for Doubleday, Doran 
publication. 

Harry Davies and Joe Phillips 
agenting “Career Angel,” National, 
and “A Strange Play,’ due next 
week at the Mansfield. 

Hal Block is scripting the final 
show of the Philco-“Variety” Radio 
Hall of Fame with Al Jolson, Eddie 
Cantor, Kate Smith, et al. 

Initial meeting of AMPA with new 
prexy, Martin Starr, of U. A., pre- 
siding, will be held tomorrow (25) 


| at Famous Kitchen, N. Y. 


Phyllis Blum, appointed assistant 
to Samuel Goldwyn’s eastern story 
editor Kay Brown, was formerly play 


reviewer for Metro and RKO. 


Alec Templeton to play for U. S. 
Pre-Middies’ school, Asbury Park, 
N. J.. Friday (26) and for WAVES at 
Hianter College, N. Y., Saturday (27). 

Jolson, during “Pickup Girl” in- 
termission Sunday night (21), drew 
one of those electric, spontaneous 


| salvos of applause from the audi- 


ence as he walked down the aisle. 
Knights of Pythias’s annual benefit 
show at Madison Sq. Garden tonight 
(Wednesday) will be staged under 
the aegis of Bob Weitman, managing 
director of the Paramount theatre. 
George Handy, who was treasurer 
of “Winged Victory,” has been ele- 
vated to staff sergeant (S/Sgt.) and 
is quartered with the 441st Army Air 
Base Unit, Metropolitan Air- 
Van Nuys, Cal. 
Timoney in town 
Mae West’s biz on_ forthcoming 
starrer, “Catherine Was Great,” 
which Mike Todd is_ producing. 
Dropped plenty poundage since last 
around and on him it looks good. 
Actors Equity seeking 
abouts of Mary Crane, 


port, 
Jim 


acrobatic 
the east 
and on the Coast in the early 1900's. 


| If not living, Equity seeks verifica- 


tion of place and time of her death. 

Walda Winchell, Walter's eldest 
driving truck in Army 
Transport Service, while wife June 
is tending two recently adopted kids, 


handling | 


where- | 


Amusement Corp. ji 
York. New 

Helen Holmes, former seria] st 
returned to pictures as ce 
trainer. 

Sid Brod resigned 
manager for William 
ductions. 

Jeanette MacDonald 
ter winding up her 
cert tour. 

Mary Pickford and Lieut. Charle 
“Buddy” Rogers to Mexic 
two weeks. 

William S. Hart inherited $7 
| through the will of his sister, a 
Ellen Hart. 

James Cagney returned from a 
three-month tour of American bases 
in England. 

Frances Langford training jn a 
gym for her forthcoming tour of the 
South Pacific. 

Major Clark Gable returned from 
Washington to resume editing work 
on a gunnery film. 

Rita Beery, former wife of Wallace 
Beery, returning to films after an 
absence of 22 years. 

i. H. Prinzmetal resigned after 19 
years as an attorney for Metro to 
go into private practice. 

Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Jerry 
Colonna to San Francisco for “I Am 
an American Day” festivities, 


as production 
Cagney Pro. 


_in town af. 
SIX-week con. 


London 


Will Fyffe oug of vaude for an in- 
definite period; plans to go into films, 

Leslie Macdonnell upped from 
Squadron Leader to Wing Com- 
mander in Royal Air Force. 


Carroll Gibbons’ Savoy hotel band 
leader, using vacation to play short 
season in vaudeville as single. 

Bud Flanagan and Chesney Allen, 
Will Hay and Evelyn Laye off to 
Orkney Islands to entertain Navy. 

“Johnny Frenchman.” Francoise 
Rosay’s second starring film for 
Michael Balcon, is in preparation. 

Firth Shephard reviving “Last of 
Mrs. Cheyney” at the Savoy, June 
12, with Jack Buchanan in his first 
straight role. 

Eailing Distributors have bought 
four Sam Goldwyn reissues. They 
are “Barbary Coast,” “We Three,” 
“Dead End,” and “Stella Dallas.” 

Bert Ambrose to revive “Anything 
Goes,” Cole Porter musical done by 
Charles Cochran several years ago at 
Palace, with Anne Shelton to star, 

Bernard Rabin, son of dance band 
leader Oscar Rabin, starting own 
dance band, with David Miller, for- 
mer BBC maestro, to head aggrega- 
tion. 

William Mbollison is backing re- 
vival of “French for Love,” one of 
hits in early days of war. Cast will 
be headed by Alice Delysia, in her 
original role, and Hugh Wakefield, 
with tour set for provinces. 

“I'm Sending My Blessing,” song 
written by J. Geo. Gilbert, which 
was bought by Noel Gay Music, was 
kept on shelf for over year. On 
Hugh Childs joining firm, he resur- 
| rected it, injected new lyrics with 
| 
| 
| 


| Gilbert, and it’s now clicking. 


Break Deadlock | 


Continued from page 3 


pions plan to place a ceiling on can- 
|cellations, the 5% cancellation privi- 


lege now proposed on all pictures 
costing over $200 to be limited to 


| pictures costing from $200 to $350. 
| Where pictures cost over $350 there 
| will be no cancellation privileges. 
| Under the last consent decree draft 
| filed Jan. 20 cancellations were pro- 
posed of 20% of the number of fea- 
itures if the average rental paid by 
/any exhibitor did not exceed $100 


one a Chinese-American. Walda | per feature; of 10% of the total num- 
spurned Hovilywood offer for war | ber of such features if the average 
work, |rental paid exeeeded $100, but not 
over $200; 5% of the total number of 
H ll d | features if the average of license fees 

0 ywoo paid shall have exceeded $200 
Olga Baclanova in from — Regarding Section 11 of the last 
York. | consent decree drait, where it is pro- 


Robert Lowery, screen actor, di- 
vorced. 

Wild Bill Elliott unhorsed by poi- 
son oak, ‘ 
_ Dore Schary hospitalized with eve 
infection. 

Joseph Schildkraut 
the summer. 

Fern Andra suing Ian Keith for 
back alimony. 


Dorothy Lamour in hospital for a/| 


general check-up. 

Josephine Mills, film actress, di- 
vorced W. B. Mills. 

William A. Wellman back to work 

ean Hersholt re-elected prex f 
the Free Denmark 

Stuart Hamblen, radio singer, sen- 
tenced to five days for speeding. 

Roy Rogers checked in at Republic 
after rodeo stunting in Canada. 

Sidney Toler and Vida Tattersall 
east on a tour of training camps. 

Esther Fernandez returned from 


Mexico City to report at Paramount 
| Tom Rockwell, 


chief of General 


in town for | 


vided that a_ producer-distributor 
shall not be prevented from build- 
ing or buying a theatre or acquiring 
an interest in a theatré in any com- 
munity where such a producer-dis- 
tributor has been “locked out,” it i% 
now proposed that a time limit of 
one year shall be fixed before any 
producer-distributor can take steps 
to build or buy a theatre in any ter- 
ritory in which such a company may 
be “locked out.” 

Under another clause in Section 11 
of the last decree draft il was pro- 
vided that  producer-distributors 
shali not be prohibited from building 
or acquiring a theatre or acquiring 
a financial proprietary interest in 4 
theatre for the purpose of operating 
a “showcase” theatre, primarily fof 
purpose of showing its-own product. 
It is now proposed that this clause 
be eliminated entirely from Section 
11 of the decree. 


| 
| 
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“mer doubles as emcee), click easily. 
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State. N. Y. 

Jack Pepper, Block & Sully, Peggy 
Fears, Virginia Austin, Joe, Lou & 
Marilyn Caits; “Lady in the Dark” 
(Par). 


Generally entertaining, well-bal- 
anced lineup here currently, topped | 
pv Jack Pepper and comedy team of | 
Block and Sully. Former proves 
somewhat of a surprise click. 

Pepper, who has been around for | 
vears (recently overseas with Bob 
Hope) delivers along pleasing lines, | 
and scores so'idly for approximately | 
20 minutes. He registers with his 
opener, “Irish Eyes,” eases off slight- 
ly with mild gags, but comes back 
strongly with a song medley includ- 
ing “Paper Poll,” “Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now” and a great read- 
ing of a letter from an ex-Broadway 
newsboy now wn the Italian front. 

Jesse Block and Eve Sully ‘for- 


While some of their material could 
stand refurbishing, this vet comedy 
team remains an effective combo for 
picture house audiences. They wind 
up for big returns with a medley of 
pops such as “Paper Doll,” “My 
Ideal,’ “My Heart Tells Me,” etc. 

Virginia Austin, femme pup- 
peteer, is one of the cleverest novel- 
ty turns around. She employs first 
one, then two und finally three pup- 
pets. Peggy Fears, in the trey, im- 
presses favorably with both vocals 
and dramatic narration. She ap- 
pears to offer even more for cafes 
Cole Porter 


than picture houses. 
tune, “There Must Be Somebody for 
Me.” is her best. On the whole, Miss 


Fears is a sturdy addition and a good 
bet for similar dates. She scored 
eacily and repeatedly at show caught. 
Joe. Lou and Marilyn Caits, 
terpers, open to okay returns. 
Mori. 


Hipp. Balto 
Boltimore, May 26. 

Cy Reeves, Edwards Bros. (3), 
Marjorie Gainsweorth, Jerry & Jane 
Brandow, Gantier’s Steeplechase, 
Felice Iula and House Orch (12); 

“Address Unknown” (Col). 
Unostentatious setup plays briskly | 
enough. Paced by Cy Reeves, who 
holds down a niche of his own be- 


sides emeeeing, acts follow in 
stylized rotation and mountin; 
climax. Jerry and’ Jane Brandow 


supply a potent getaway with swilt 
hoofery and some instrumental stuff 
by boy, who also contributes a very 


punchy dance routine on a tiny 
stair. 
Three Edwards Brothers do well 


in deuce with tumbling and hand to 


hand, Marjorie Gainsworth follow- 
ing with legit vocal versions of 
“Poincianna,” “My Hero* and “I 


Love You” all nicely sold via well 
trained pipes backed by smart ap- 
pearance and sure showmanship. 

Reeves follows with his own spot, 
using standardized and familar ma- 
terial being utilized by the current 
crop of nitery and vaude emcees. 
Tosses in some funny stuff wrapped 
around a vocal of “Dark Eyes” and 
registers well enough 

Gautier’s Steeplechase is a natural | 
on any bill and very strong in clos- 


ing spot here. Melange gf ponies, 
dogs and a monkey registers very 


well in smartly timed routine chalk- 
Nice 


ing up considerable appeal. 
closer. 
Biz only fair. Burm. 


Keith's, Indpts. 
Indianapolis, May 20. 
Pansy the Horse, Tyler, Thorne & 
Roberts, Bobby “Uke” Henshaw, 
Marjorie Lang, Healy & Mack, Doroe 
thy Howard, Ed Resener House 


Orch.; “Passport to Suez” (Col). | White. 
| to put this layout in the groove, and 


Keith's has assembled an average 
bill this stanza. Ed Resener’s house 
orchestra seem set in a stage band | 
policy after three weeks. 

Marjorie Lane starts things 
nifty dance routines in both tap and 
ballet style. Tyler, Thorne 
Roberts mix comedy with strong arm | 
stuff on horizontal bars. 
shaw does an oke job as emcee be- 


| €ar-weary, however. 


| 
with | 


and 


then back to team-work close to big 
hand. 

Glenns, two men and a woman, 
click solidly with one of the smooth- 
est balancing acts ever seen around 
here. Woman in evening gown, and 
men in white dinner coats, go 
through unusual balancing with ease. 


Trio makes a classy appearance and | 


would fit in the best nitery and hotel 
spots with equal success. A hit. 


Ray Eberle didn’t seem in good 


voice when caught. Nevertheless the | 


audience liked his renditions of “I 
Love You,” “Night and Day,” “All or 
Nothing at All,” “Easy to Love” and 
“I’m Through With Love.” 

Bob Coffey straights Lamb and 
does his usual harmonica version of 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” Lamb winds it 
up with an impression of a jitterbug 


in a theatre. His panto had the house. 


in stitches and closed with a bang. 
Morg. 


Stanley. Pitt 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Bob Chester Orch (17), Beatrice 
Kaye, Carr Bros. (2), Betty Bradley. 


David Allen; “Hour Before the 
Dawn” (Par). 
Best band Bob Chester has ever 


brought here, and with Beatrice 
Kay, the Gay 90’s thrush. also on 


deck, Stanley has a smacking fresh | 


winner. 

Chester is an improved showman. 
Sweet music his band used to sell 
has been easec off and it now hits 
the other extreme, without getting 


all have flash and style. 

Betty Bradley’s a_ nifty 
who handles the vocal 
pertly, wowing ’em especially with 
her come-hither platter of “Do It 
Again,” while David Allen has a nice 
vocal quality. 

Kaye gal really whams the mob 
with her repertoire. She’s got every- 
thing, a lusty manner, a rich vein of 
satire and a terrific personality. Had 
she been around in the old two-a- 
day, she would have been right up 
there with the Nora Bayses, the Eva 
Tanguays, whose “I Don’t Care” she 
does up brown, and the Irene Frank- 
lins. Crowd couldn't get enough of 
her this afternoon (Friday). They 
kept begging for more. Carr Broth- 
ers are on early and bat out a home- 
run with their acrobatic tricks, some 
of which are, as they say in the trade 
sometimes, absolutely impossible. 

Cohen. 


RKO Boston 
Boston, May 18. 


Ted Lewis Orch (13): Geraldine 
Dubois, Audrey Zimm, Reed Sisters 
(3), Gerri Gale, others; “Tampico” 
(20th), 


First visit to the Hub in a couple 


Downtown. Detroit 
Detroit, May 20. | 
| Tommy Dorsey Orch (40) with) 
Gene Krupa, Bob Allen, Bonnie Lou | 
Williams, Sentimentalists (4), Rufe} 
Davis, Edwards Sisters (2): “Detect- | 
ive Kitty O'Day” *tMono). 

Downtown opened with a new 
stage and film policy last week (19) | 
catching Tommy Dorsey's band at! 
concert size as it heads out on a tour 
of concert and dance one-nighters. | 
Dorsey's strings have been built up 
to 17 and a tuba is fortifving the 
String bass. Band now is one up on! 
the service flag that shows 39 mem-! 
bers in service. 


George McColl, Hughes personal 


representative, has built the house 
back to its rococo splendour, no| 
mean trick since the seats were} 


| stripped out of the 2,800-seat house | 


suecessful 


| band 


during its misadventure a few years | 
back as a downtown nitery. It cost | 
close to $80,000 to refurbish the loop | 
theatre, tucked in a narrow street | 
just off the heart of the city. And|} 
the 80G’s look good on it. 

With Dorsey and Gene Krupa and 
the all-around merit of the Dorsey 
ensemble for a starter the house 


; heads into summer with a lineup of | 


names already signed that can mean | 
operation if coupled to)! 
decent pix. 

There's little dqubt that the Dorsey | 
wows them. Dorsey has it} 
whether it’s “Hawaiian War Chant” } 


or “Song of India.” There’s show- | 


looker | 
chores ex- | 


| Doates.” 


Arrangements | by a 


manship and staging as exemplified | 
pin-spot, which throws 
double-silhouette of Krupa on a 
backdrop as he beats out drum and | 
tom-tom specialties. 

Bob Allen draws himself a 
reception for his work, capped by | 
“Old Man River.” Sentimentalists 
also click with “San Fernando 
Valiey,” “Sunny Side of the Street,” | 
etc. Band’s new singer, Bonnie Lou} 
Williams, has s.a. and a good blues} 
voice and worked easily to plenty of | 
response with “Can't Give You Any- | 
thing But Love” and “When They | 
Ask About You.” There’s the Dorsey | 
imprimateur on all that’s done; he| 
takes few well-timed shots at the | 
spotlight himself and all the top in- | 
strumentalists of the band get a/| 
chance for bows. 

Rufe Davis provides comedy with | 
his medley of barnyard, plane, etc., | 
vocal effects and cut himself a wow | 
with his Donald Duck doing “Mairzy | 
The Edwards Sisters tossed 


|} in crisp, fast-tempo iaps with a 
jitterbug flair to lend additional 


of seasons finds Ted Lewis. still | 
among the stauncher showmen. He 


lifts a purely routine show, distin- 
guished by nothing much to speak 
of, into near-top bracket entertain- 
ment. 

Lewis set up the crowd with his 
easy-going routine consisting mostly 
of a recitation of music, with top hat 
and clarinet. Next comes Geraldine 


variety to the sock hour’s show. 
House near capacity at 4 p.m. 
Saturday show caught. Pool, 


National, L’ville 


Louisville, May 19. 
Woody Herman Orch (17) with 
Lyn Shirley, Chubby Jackson, Davey | 
‘ough, Frances Wayne, Wally West; 


“Murder on Waterfront” (W3), 
Woody Herman ran _ into 
| weather his first time here and it} 


Dubois in a strutting session which | 


is more a gam show than dance; 
Teddy Hale’s taps next; then Audrey 
Zimm in a_ baton-twirling§§ stunt 
which really catches on. 
There follows a_ session 
Dixieland jazz band featuring 
Muggsy Spanier, George Brunies, 
Jack Danfsrd and Tony Parenti; a 
vocal of “San Fernando Valley” by 
the Reed Sisters; shadow routine 
with Charles Whitter; a neat toe 
dance by Gerri Gale, and a comedy- 
dance setup by Teddy Haile and Paul 
It remains for Lewis himself 


he does it. 


| Biz way off at opener, however. 


Elie. 

Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 18. 
Benny Carter Orch (15), 


(Churchill, Cook & Brown; *Million- 


sides clicking in his own turn -with Dollar Kid’ (Mono). 


imitations and novelty tunes. 


gags, 


He reels off “Stars and Stripes For- | 


ever” on the ukelele and yodels for 
an encore. 

Pansy, Horse, provides a 
comedy punch in the closing spot 
with its eccentric antics. Tyler, 
Thorne and Roberts are well liked in 


the 


their stylish but zany three-sided 
tipsy dance, tumbling slow 
motions for extra laughs. Dorothy 


Howard, 11-year-old talent contest 
winner, appears to advantage in a 
Well-routined acrobatic dancing turn. | 
Biz fair when caught. Corte 
Chieago, Chi 

Chicago, May 19. 

Gil Lamb, Ray Eberle, Lathrop & | 
Lee, Glenns (3), Bob Coffey, Lou | 


Breese Orch (18); “Standing Room | 
Only” (Par), 


Backed by Lou Breese orchestra, 
current bill, headed by Gil Lamb, is 
entertaining although not easy to 
routine. 

Breese and the orchestra tee off 
with 4 fine arrangement of “Holiday 


fo: Strings’ featuring a violin trio, 
and a glee club effect, following | 


which Lathrop and Lee are on for a | 
classy session of hoofing. Pair open 
with a nifty tap; then Miss Lee solos, 


Repeat bookings of King Cole Trio 
and Benny Carter’s orchestra means 
plenty entertainment here this week. 
Show is fast-moving and on musical 
side. although some first rate comeay 
helps balance. 

King Cole Trio’s piano, guitar and 
bass is a groovey combo which clicks 


with a medley of “I’m Lost,” “Living | 


Up 
fol- 


nis 


All for You” and “Straighten 
and Fly Rite.” Bass spot 
lows: Benny Carter joins in with 
trumpet. 

Carter's band easily sells “Back 
Bay Boogie,” featuring Carter on the 
sax, then the leader’s trumpeting of 
“J Surrender Dear,” “Poincianna,” a 
top arrangement, and “Love for 
Sale.” 


solo 


voealing of “My Baby's. Baby,” 
“Hurry, Hurry,” and “Jelly, Jelly.” a 
blues the singer knows how to put 
over. 

‘Timmie Rogers, Negro comic, in 
one of his first appearances as a 
single, is adept at comedy 
and hoofing. Material he has gathered 
for new turn is timely and first rate. 


Cook and Brown, in deuce spet, 
knock themselves out with jivy 


dancing and falls, to rate a hearty 
hand. Brog. 


with a} 


| son, roly-poly string bass player, has 


registered, 


| by Herman, and “Basie’s Basement,” 


King | 
Bobby Hen- | Cole Trio, Timmie Rogers, Savannah | 


| impersonations, 


Orch is equally potent in sup- | 
porting Savannah Churchill's throaty | 


has affected patronage. Turnout has 
been mild from opening on. 

Herman has a versatile band, and | 
m.c.’s the show himself. Opening | 
with a brassy “Perdido,” leader gives | 
‘em “Do Nothin’ Till You Hear from 
Me.” and closes with his standard 
“Woodchopper’s Ball.” He leads a 
solid sax and brass session, and leans 
heavily on two rhythm men, Davey 
Tough, drummer, and Chubby Jack- 
son, bass. Tough is spotted with a 
dextrous drum routine, while Jack- 


a flair for comedy. Both specialists 


Herman's vocalist, Frances Wayne, 
singing in a stiff stance, gives out 


| 

with “Music Stopped,” ‘Couldn't | 
Sleep a Wink” and “Don’t Cry,| 
Babe.” plenty loud, with slight at- 
tempt at shadings. Followed by 
band with “I'll Get By,” vocalled 


hot jive, and featuring leader’s ex- 
cellent clarinet tooting. 

Bili has only two acts to bolster 
ihe band portion. Lyn Shirley, 
acro-dancer, with difficult twists 
and hand-stands. Gal is attractive, 
and offers something new in the| 
dance-acro line. She clicked. 

Wally West uses by now standard | 


but still different | 
interest. | 
| 


enough to hold His voice 
work is above par, and he scored 
with impressions of Lum and Abner, 
March of Time, Rochester, President | 
Roosevelt, and others Brought 
plenty of laughs, and a big hand. 

Biz mild ai show caught Saturday | 
(20). Hold. 


Orpheum. Mpls. | 
Minneapolis, May 20. 

Vaughn Monroe Orch (17) 

Del Parker, Jane Slater, Chester 

Dolphin (2), Gil Maison; “Hour Be- 

fore Dawn’ (Par). 


| 


with 


This is a good show for anybody’s | 
money—about as good as they make | 
‘em. In its first ~Minneapolis ap- 
pearance, Vaughn Monroe’s orches- 
tra fully lives up to the reputation 
which preceded it. For diversity, 
novelty and quality, three supple- 
mentary acts measure up to this 
theatre’s usually high standard. 

Monroe's seven _brasses, five saxes 
and four vhythm, with the good- 
looking maestro also taking occa-- 
sional whirls at the trumpet, devotes 
itself almost entirely to playing and 


singing of a better type than ordi-/!§ 


narily provided 
bands of its 


popular 
Monroe 


by 
sort. 


Stage | 
in- | 


|from Me,” pops that 


swing throughout is a milder varie- 
ty, melody supplanting noise. 


Ay, Ay,” in big-league fashion 
ishes strongly to the accompaniment 
of a patriotic mediey. Chester Dol- 
phin, aided by an eye-filling young 


woman, clowns effectively while 
performing really difficult and un- 


usual juggling and balancing stunts. 


The trained animal act of Gil 
Maison, utilizing one monkey and 
Several canines, is one of the fun- 


niest and best ever encountered by 
this reporter. 

The band concludes with “Donkey 
Serenade,” Monroe again exercising 
his pipes to the customers’ full satis- 


faction. Pope floor held mod- 
erate-sized audience at first show 
opening day. Rees. 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 19. 


Teddy Powell Orch (15) with 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


| gratiates himself with his singing, | 
playing and emceeing. Band's 


Monroe's two solos, “Ill Get By” | 
and “Far, Far Away and I.ong, Long 
Ago,” win merited approval. In} 
“Del Parker, leader has a topnotch | 
'gal vocalist. She puts across two 
numbers, “Now I Know” and “Ay, 


June | 
Slater offers slick tap routines and fin- | 


New Acts 


DAPHNE HELLMAN 
Harpist 

Mins. 

Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

A harp doesn’t belong in a saloon, 
even when played by a glamorous 
long-tressed blonde tricked out in a 
slinky gold lame gown. Daphne 
Hellman is a society belle with a host 
of friends, judging from her busy 
péregrinations from table to table 
following her Ruban Bleu preem 
Wednesday (17). She plays good 
enough drawing-room harp, but her 
attempts to move into the lowdown 
division with “Shoo Shoo Baby,” 
“Jingle Jangle” and “Mairzy” are 
only so-so, and have pianist Julius 


' Monk working overtime to fill in the 


| gaps. 


She fares better, though, with 
Brahms’ “Lullaby” and a Spanish 
flamenco, although knuckle knocks 
On frame of harp and othér trick 
stuff detract from her version of the 
latter. 

Gal has nice smile and obvious de- 


| Sire to please, but it was tough even 


Peggy Mann, Skip-Nelson; Virginia | 


Weidier, Frank Paris, Hibbard, Byrd 


& Larue; “Lady, Let's Dance” | 
(Mono). 
Philly’s kids have feund them- 


selves something new to squeal at: 
guy is Skip Nelson, with Teddy 
Powell’s band. Kids are really go- 
ing for his interpretation of things 
like “I Love You,” “Oh You Beauti- 
ful Doll,” ete. 


Powell’s femme vocalist, 
Mann, likewise nas a field 
she yodels “I Had a Man,” 
Ago,” “Do Nothing Till You 
have been done 
to death of late here. 


Band numbers include “I Got 

hythm,” “G I Jive,” “Dark Eyes” 
and “Holiday for Strings,” latter a 
bit overloud. 

Virginia Weidler, the -onetime 
screen moppet in the closing slot, 
manages to give an okay accounting 
of herself shouting the adolescent 
lament, “What Do You Think I Am, 
Just a Baby” in a fairish voice. 
other number is a tough assignment, 
“One Girl and Two Boys.” She 
signs off with a takeoff on Virginia 
O’Brien’s deadpan rendition of a 
lullabye in jive time: 

Frank Paris’ dancing puppets pro- 
vide a high spot on the bill. It’s 
one of the cleverest acts of this type 
ever gandered here. Dance team of 
Hibbard, Byrd and Larue round out | 
the bill with a comic ballroom rou- 
tine which starts out conventionally | 
enough but winds up rough-house 
fashion with an “inebriated” stooge | 
coming up from the audience and | 
tossing the pint-sized femme around. | 

House was about 


Peggy 


noon). Shal. 


Her 
| 


— 


for the late Caspar Reardon to sell a 
harp act in a night club, and he was 
a master of the instrument. Donn. 
BONNIE LOU WILLIAMS 
Songs 
6 Mins. 
Downtown, Detroit 

New singer with Tommy Dorsey's 
band has an easy, ingratiating man- 
ner anda good, lowdown blues voice. 
She works effortlessly, projects sex, 
looks classy and has the quality of 


| setting the bobby-sox trade to whis- 


day 
“Long } 
Hear | 


tling and stomping. 

Her contralto is used nicely on 
“Can't Give You Anything But Love, 
Baby,” and “When They Ask About 
You,” and has power enough to flat- 


/ten the customers back against the 


ithe Coast, 


seats. Sole criticism would be that 
the young singer, who came on from 


still is adjusting to the 


band, and could use a little more 
modulation in putting over her num- 
bers. With the natural improvement 


and adaptation to the Dorsey band, 


| She'll be polishing up rapidly 


Pool. 


New Rockaway Nitery 


A syndicate headed by Irving 
Jacobs has leased a site in Rockaway 
Park, L. I., to house nitery and res- 
taurant to be known as Harbor Rest, 
opening May 25. Will have band and 
five acts. 

Jacobs recently signed basic agree- 
ment for Class A spots with Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, also 
posting bond covering one week's 
salary. 

Contract calls 


for $75 minimum 


three-fourths | for principals and $45 for choristers, 
hot | filled when reviewed (Friday after- | Opening show has no chorus line, 


but one may be added later, 


New York Theatres 


We 


10th HIT | 
WEEK 


CONTINUOUS 
DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. | 
POPULAR PRICES! 


BETTE DAVIS 


In Warner 


‘MR. SKEFFINGTON’ 


Bros. 


JACK CARSON 


In Warner Bros. Hit! 


‘Make Your Own Bed’ 


IN PEBSON 


CAB CALLOWAY 


AND HiS 
Jumpin’ Jive Jubilee 
BROADWAY at 47th ST. S T R A N D 


MUSIC HALL 
“The White Cliffs 


Dover” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


RADIO 
CITY 


With 
Claude Rains 
BROADWAY at 5Sist ST. HOLLYWOOD 


a PAKAMOUNT'S 
“GOING MY WAY” 


With BING CROSBY 


In Person 
CHARLIE SPIVAK and Band 


PARAMOUNT. 


in PERSON 


“The , 
Cher 
au 


Under Dw 


SPIT 


ection of 


— — 


47th 


“SHOW BUSINESS” 


Eddle CANTOR - George MURPHY 
Jean DAVIS - Nancy KELLY 


On Screen 


in Person 
Thurs., May 25 | n Ferso 
First N.Y. Showing” BILLY ROSE'S 


“THREE MEN, DIAMOND 
IN WHITE" | 
LIONEL HORSESHOE 
BARRYMORE | REVUE 


VAN JOHNSON | 


A 2th Century-Fox Picture 


O X Y Ave. 


Béth St. 


Pins A 
Big Stage 
Show 
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Bway Nears End of Season, Biz ‘SAN CARLO OPERA 236 ‘Chi Holds Up; ‘Carnovsky’ $13,000. 


iN 10 SHOWS AT D. C 


i= Tapers Off But B.O. Still Okay; se Dunham Ne. Rebecca’ 18G, ‘H Harry OK 


‘ 
grossed $23,000 last week, with 
vorite sold out. Kathar ne + 
| ream NG, Hayride Leads, : Lovet ait a coupie ot Mas 
night performances. Looks as 1 ‘Yankee’ Strong ) | to Magy mise ised 
Broadwa approache e technical | turned over to radio Mutual): still ri ! Wit nov ky’ hit $13.009 Car. 
e of the season and entrance into! doing alright: $8.000 estimated Abie Ivi Ri has been | Nn at etroit at the Studebsk, “Pst full 
anticipated tape red “Wallflower.” Cort (181 week) In a pop pl es ior the | has been exter i ( safe. 
rit wit manage! D-1.064 3.60 Cli ewhat veek ot June iJ agement will De trout, ay 23. Sunday n ht «28) Next 
be for two weeks, but if business is Grosses here are far from paling | ham’s’ “Tropical R erine Dun. 
is theatre trict jammed ot “Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (59th brisk, boukings may be extended, out for the summer with “The Con- | $99,000 at the B chats te ‘tine ' 
on tel | week) R-1397- $480). Su necticut Yankee” at the Cass tuck-| homa” was a sellout Oklas 
ing a strong $24,500 in for the second | Janper to &: "at the Ep. 
Cll 


nie continue pie. No In i i oO aennite 

@oures for the hit advance rather good: stanza. a $3.30 top the musical | 
“Drea With Music.” major 1 i-- $27.000 estimated ’ ‘Lovers eal p cked up close be $50.000 in its two ris sAahs $14 500" ato ig at the Har. 

“al ich ¢ i last week. irew REVIVAL he re The Cass followed Sun- ta 18.000 Re ) ‘a Slid a 

Shubert (31st week) with “Good Night, Laclies,” “Uncle Hi: INE Selwyn 

ruy Kibbee in “The Old. Soak” | arry  Sarnered $12,500 at 


dot ytful $3.60) Picked up agalli Gre t 
Estimates for Last Week like so other hits dast week and also got off to a good start at the | Civie Opera Ho * , } ; 
I I got close to $19,000; finale pushed Lafayette where, under the new pol- | jngausurat Is scheduled to 
) )) icv Of a $2.20 top, the oldtimer picked | ,).,; ue a 14-week season Of op- 
( 
‘ 


Keys: C (Comedy), ama’, ahead to July 1 
CD iCo u-Dra ay, R ‘Recue), “New Moon,” City Center up $10,300. on June 9, Ope ning with 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). week) (O-2.693: $2.40). First of se-| Philadelphia, May nee Marie, each produ to run 
“Angel Street.” Golden (128th ries of operetta revivals planned Despite a number of, adverse no- ‘ ’ mershir with the Shute be 
week) (D-789; $3.60). Changes in summer: divided pres tices, Kat » Cornell's | vs BOATS HITS 496 IN L.A.: 
cast probably wan't affect business NEIGHBORHOOD cle, “Lovers and Friends,” “complet ted 
anv more than last summer: areund “Early to Bed,” Flatbush, Brook- two banner weeks at the Forrest on | ‘ ‘ ’ a Estimates for Last Week <3 
$7.500, evidently satisfactory. lyn. Saturda night, with better than JANIE’ AND MOON IN Studebake 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Hudson “You Can't Take 4t With You" 922,000 reported for the final stanza. | pe 400: $3). Drawing very well, Took 
(176th week) (CD-1.094: ».60 One (Fred Stone), Q eenboro, L. I. City onl other legit attraction | Los Ange ‘les, May 23 3.000. 
ot the Broadway run champions— “Mrs, January and Mr. Ex,” Wind- last week was “Mazel-Tov Mama,” | “New Moon” debuted last night “Kiss and Tell,” Harris  (544} 
and still mak ; money: not far from Ser, Bronx. Yiddish musieal. which collected a| (Mon.) as second Civic Light Opera week) (1,000; $3). Merrily it rolls ! 
$8,400 last week. — very nice $8,800 in its single week at | pres entation of the season at the | along. Plenty on the right side t the j 
the Wal Some surprise was felt) Philharmonic. In for two wecks | ledger with $14.500 ~ 
‘ B The E is that the Herman Yablokoff show “Show Boat” closed Sunday at “Oklahoma,” Erlanger (27th 
$9.00). Presented Andrew vt pall ae ea re Ends lidn’t hold for a second session. since | auditorium with big $41,800 estimate | 4,500; $4.20), Sellout $30,000. 
Da J eph in association ‘ house is dark t week. Only ecur-/| for second stanza “Rebecea,” Selwyn Oth week) (] 
4 aig Greatest N. Season rent legi _ attraction is Lou Walters’ second newcomer this week vill 000: $3). Slid off a litth but still big i 
ay; st mis ont variety show. “Stap-Happy.” which; be “Janie,” at the Biltmore, Thurs- | at 916,000, j 
ee ee Wi h 325, 000 G opened last night (22) at the For-| dav “tight (25), coming in for two “Tropical Revue,” Blackstone 
week} (CD-1.900: $4.80). Has reached it ross rest tor a two weeks’ stay. and a half weeks “Sleep It Off." | 200: $3). Katherine i in (i I 
t halt-year mai probably ill With the completion Sunday (31)|, Next week finds both the Walnut scheduled to play theatre, was can- } pany has nice going here and 
play through summer and is booked) jj) and Locust relighting with “Tobacco | celled when Ann Corio dropped legit | up $20,000. Wi: 
dor extensive tour: colored-cast nov- | 4 | Vie tropolitan Opera House of Road (12th time here and second plans in favor of vaude p.a,’s. Felix “Uncle Harry,” Great Norther c 
elty estimaced at around $26,000 but the Sali et Theatre's spring season in| this season) an { “Slightly Seanda- | Young's “8:40 Revue” at the Belasco | (8d week) (1.400: $3), D y arene } 
quoted at higher figure ‘New York, impresario Sol Hurok lous, which has its preem here, re-|is undergoing revisions. Show took } Fine $12,500 a e 
“Chicken Evers Sunday,’ Plym- | termed it “the greatest season in| SPectively. Both shows are in for | $6,900 first three days and on first 
ith «ith week) ¢C-1,075; ballet history, even wiiti the simul- | week, runs, with nothing so far full week clocked about $12.500. Will | 6 
J : mentioned to follow at either house.| have to take slightly more to rise KISS OKE $6,500, i 


re 
Mov ed here trom Miller Monday; : 
\ eg ? | laneous competition o > al ‘orrest 
on of the Ballet Forrest another musical,! above nut 


around even break at estimated De Monte Carlo’: res not ut. 
500, ae are se arlo’ at the City ae Ha June 5 for a fort- Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 1944” ‘SONS’ 12G IN 4 MPLS 


e 
ente evegls \ } yn > spe 
“Decision, Ambassado1 (16th that othing mentioned there- | has moved into its 100th week at th 
week) (D- A, 105: $3.60). Among the Ballet Theatre gre about ‘Ation — of El Capitan with anticipations of the Minneapolis. May 23 
better dramas of season; never big 000, 20°, over its N. Y. biz of last! Atlantic City legit summer season | usual $14,800 forthe week. “Meet In three night id matines’ “EES ¥ 
grosser profitable operation; vear. (Chelsea hotel) may make some dif- ! the People of 1944" at the Music Box and matinee, “Kiss 
‘ference in_plans for local hot-weath- | - Music Be x and Fell” pulled neat estimated $8.500 
ated around $7,950 Ballet Theatre played 52 perform- IE weath-| took $7,000 for fourth week and) at $3 to 2.100-se; 
+ Ms) as p in 2,100-seat Lyceum. Al] 
Dream With Music,” Majestic (2d er continuance. but betting still} should do as well this star lay 
week) (M-1,695: $4.80). Opened last | ° this season over a six-week ‘strong that Philly will have one : acme playing St. Paul and Madison last 0 
Thursday (18)° thumbsdown press: | Petiod. Last year there were 46. (probably Forrest. since it is  air- week. the gross went to around t 
The departure of Alicia Markova cooled) summer stayer. ‘SLA \P. HAPPY’ PLENTY | 
on after thi wees with actors nOS- and Anton Dolin to appear in Billy Theron Bamber 2er Opens his Buck laying two nignt and two mati- d 
siblv taking cut Rose's new show. “The Seven Lively aunty Playhouse season at the Fun” } tl SOD, 
: “Follow he 1e Girls,” Century (6th | Arts.” in the fall would not affec Bellevue Stratford (ballroom) 9 on RED AT 106 IN PI 000 yar ty ed through to big $12, I 
Ww ( not alfect) June 16. show as vet un; iced Nights were capacity 
week) (M-1.713: $4.80). Spring mus- hic coming season | | . SNOW as VE unannounced, t 
ical success cue to move to Majestic: he wa already Pittsburgh. May 23. i 
excellent business, with quoted pace personalities . € for new ; They wouldn't buy “Slap Happy” Blossom 10! 2G, Abic R 
| not far from $37,000, not much under C t R d Sh last week at Nixon Expe 
: capacity. Hurok plans to send the Philadel- urren 0a OWS vaude revue playing at $3 racy OG, Split Buflalo W k. be 
| i “Helen Goes to Troy,” Alvin (4th phia Opt ra Co. on a coast-to-coast (Week of May 28) ing tax), barely got $10,000. which Buffalo, May 23. 2 
| j week) (O-1,357; $4.80). Another | tour in The Merry Widow,” and to | “4 Connecticut Yankee’—Stude- | TePresents plenty of red since show | “Blossom Time.” at $3 top. drew C 
spring mv ical hit which should hold produce “The Gypsy Baron” on! baker. Chicago. I has an expensive cast. Notices didn't | Standee biz in four shows at the Er- if 
i to big mol through summer; $28,- | Broadway in October. He's seek- | Nbbiat "6 - ‘ ; help any and there was talk that if | langer tirst half last week for virtual 
000 estimated. | ing a Hollywoodite to direct “Baron.” | Irish Rose (2d attraction didn’t improve a lot in its | Capacity gross of $10,500 ‘Abie’s 
Jacobowsky and the Colonel, ith Rauh : Weve: > |Geary, San Francisco, Cal. two Philadelphia weeks. with addi- | wish Rose” last half got fair $5,000 
Beck (10th week) (C-1.140: $3.30) with Rouben Mamoulian being men-} tio p 
bidet tiOne “Abie’s Irish ose” (1s ) ion of a couple of new acts, it might | at 52.40 
Comedy masterpiece that should run | ‘y N b 
Civic, Syracuse, N. Y not even try New York. Second engagement for “Blossom” 
{ into neé W season; has been sell- | ‘Happy” got ofl poorly here but }and third for “Abie” here this season, 
Ist ‘CAREER ANG | Arsenic and Old Lace”—Kalurah | had shown some improvement as I 
C520: $3 ah) Se (olst Temple. Binghamton, N. Y. (30-31); | week progressed, although hardly | ‘Blossom’ 3G, Schenectady 
improve- Erie, Schenectady, N. Y., (2-3). enough to make it much competition | Schenectady, May 23. 
gavem Mew indefinit FAMILY 8G BOSTON “Corn Is Green’—Wilbur, Boston for the big Broadway musicals. At | The oft-presented “Blossom Time” 
$10,000. ’ Mass boxoffice, however, it never did get | Srossed close to $3,000 in two days at Vv 
e es Ma: going. Nixon currently has “Abie’s | Fabian’s Erie theatre last week. To; 
Slightly Neither “3 I a F no | N “For Keeps”—Plymouth, Boston, | Irish Rose” for third time in a year, | Was $3.30. 
veek 2-929; $3.60). Slightly up|... 10r | Mass. dark next week and relighis | t 
with quoted gross over $12,501 ‘ Career Angel” really clicke tune Wat 
ibs it bee $12,000; road Hub last’: week ced in the “Good Night Ladies’—Cass, De- | 5 with “Let’s Face It,” which | ‘ 
company still playing. ib last week as the only two en-| troit. I , | may be the season's final omorrow : | 
Broadway's gross leader plays to ca- Boi! Bene ral all-around | letdown. orn’ Mild $9 000 Four performances of ‘Tomorrow 
right along; getting $46.500 DY, and “Family” Katherine Dunham — Blackstone, | World” in the Music Hall of the 
ar tter ‘Sal wer \ 1K “hi 1! } 
and beter ‘| Chicago, | In Week at Balto Municipal Auditorium here May 16- 
_— ae St. James (59th week) iene : OPS perl thi M eek should “Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, | Bal 20 grossed about $6.500. Tlouse was tc 
; M-1.5 20; $4.80). Draw seems In€X- | = around. - Corn Is | Chicago, Il. altimore, May 23. scaled at top for three night shows 
iaustibl >and will probably play an- nea at the Wilbur, Mon- (2 . Third Visit of “Corn Is Green” to | and at a $2.50 peak for one matinee. 
(22) for a fortnight iss and Tell 3d Co.)—David- Ford her I st 
i €; capacity-plus at diy. its stand: son. Milwauke rc s here last week wa rather Legit season will close with six : 
ail time 600. hoaa ope ned at the mild, inching out modest $9,000 Cur- | pertormances of “Son o Fun” be- Pp 
“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street tymoutnh same night for one week Kiss and Telli” (4th Co.)—Royal | rent is the refurbished “Let’s Face | ginnine Thursday (25) B 
(35d. ek) (M-1,347; $4.80) Slight Stovepipe lat’ at the Toronto, Car preeming for a’ proposed road 
shading off noticed one or two n Wert tonignt (23) for two weeks. “Life With Father" Ci tour with 3enny Rul in Mars ene ‘ 
but great grosses continue: $34,500 “For Keen comes nto the | San Jose. Cal (28): Say Walsh. Brenda Fo. School 12! 2G, Seattle y 
“Over 21,” Music Box (20th week) Plymouth, 29. “Love on Leave” School Au S Cal 5). Glenn Seattle, May 28 
(C-1,001; $5.60). Laugh show still in “fos W on June 5 and| Audi. Oakland Cal (3 | “School for Brides” felt stiff com- 
the chins: has been off of late. with atherine Great” is due about | n¢tition last week “Ice Follies” at 
takin gs estimated around $14.000 June 12 ‘Sons O° Fun” cancelled High School Ai di.. Sacramento. Cal. The i last < 
“Pick- Up Girl.” 48th Street (% out after setting set for the Oper: (31): Mavfair, Portland Ore. (3) } Cater WAV la 
week) (€D-908: $3.60) Figure to | House on June 5, Let’s Face It“—National, Wash- ren on on OWS t tl Met litan (1 
ike eradk n oderat suet Estimates for Last Week D. London, May 23. |740 seats). at $3 tov erosst round 
) sl? » t) mNIsSin { ome “hd | “ 
ar ! a ) ( areer Angel,” Wilbur (1.300: Leave’—Shubert. New Are De Triomphe,” Phoenix. $12,500. not good 
$12 000 APplron I red on en ll-p rformance n onn “Arsenic & Old Lace.” Strand. n¢ 
“Ramsbackte Inn,” Royale (20 estimated | , aud Friends Ford's, Bal- All Star Variety, Palladium. BAMBERGER’S SETUP be 
ry oar en UU, no Vloved out Sat Limore “Alice in W lerl: ” : SO 
CD-989 33.60) H ni} 0 ‘ onderland,” Scala. The Bi ks County Play in 
Is Gree here thi Oklahoma Erlanger, Chicago “Blithe Spirit,” Duch Philadelphia. } Weav- to 
( é i a amily.” C Crisis in He er, just out 4] Ay nress 
n ire $9,000 About « 900 becca Sel Chicago. Il. Druid’s Rest,” St. Martin’s went: Char! th the Ri 
Phe hg ond weel Remains another. p Happ» Forrest, Philadel- “Dancing Years,” Adelphj ftouring “Kiss and Tell,” as_ stage 
rut tha | “Sliehtly lal Ginite Ladies,” Whiitchall manager: Joe, Tolano ic ae- 
money: olf like most others, but okay ‘Stovepipe’ $10,000 “How're They at Home,” Apollo, | signer, and actress Viola Roache, fo m 
dea usband,” Westminster the summer se n 
a $13,000 “Son o’ ! ter, imm season. 
“The Searching Wind,” Fulton (6th In New Hay en B ow ; Cit e, eo on < Hall, Kar “Junior Miss,” Saville. Theron Bamberger’s season opens wl 
week) (C-948; $4.20). Spring's out- New. Haven. Mav De Mio; ae Domino,” Majestys. 16. No opening play 01 has 
standing dramatic sock, which had — as. Jrpheum, Lisbon Story,” Hippodrome Pbeen set yet. Ki 
flock ot parties booke i in advance: ore ol Stovepipe Hat at Javenpoi iowa (31): Paramount. “Love For Love.” H | mi 
credited with capacity; $20, 000 Shubert last weekend (18-20) pulled | Toledo, Ohio (1); Audi., Rocheste: “Love Racket 
“The Voice of ihe Purtle, > Morosco #@PPreximately $10,000. Fair enough | N. Y. (2-3). “Meet Me. Vj DAVE BENNETT “MUSICAL 
(24th week) (D-895: $4.20). Will lay on at $3 top. latter a low “Stove Pipe Hat"—Shubert. Bos. | “Mr Vic Palace. | Los Angeles, May 23. N 
off for awhile late in June: resumes | focally for a new musical. ton. Mas ayhouse | Dave B t is returning to the 
e late une; resumes . Mass. ‘ e Benne s re to th 
j late August: real gold mine. $22.000 Next v eek gets premicre of “Love | “The Old Soak”—Sh | Old Chelsea,” Winter Garden. legit field. ett ” returl to 
dna on Leave” (June 1-3). —Shubert Lafa- ‘Panama Hattie,’ P iccadilly. ield, after a long abse 
(58th week) (C-1,064: $3.60). Chances “The Sind “Pink String,” Duke of York's direct a al, 
for staying through second summer | ‘Kiss’ 106, T Yak apitol, | “Quiet Weekend.” Wyndhams | P Br 
i not definite. though bettering even oron 0 akima, Wash. (29); Audi., St. Paul. | “Rest Is Silence,” Wales ‘oo lav is slated to open May 28 at rr 
break: $9,500 estimated. linn, (1); Lyceum, Minneapolis. “Shall No Night.” the Playtime theatre here. we 
“ ” oronto. May 23. M 9.9 No Night,” Aldwych no. 
i The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth While he: MUNN. “Soldi 
(42d week D-712: $3.6 white heat. wave caused a sudden | oldier Xmas,” Vaudeville. ‘Traviata’ 
} 2d week) (D-712: $3.60). Slightly midweek slump, “Kiss and Tell” ree’s a Family’—Colonial, Bos- “Something Boys,” Traviata’ 4G, Albany 
betier here, but substantial draw ‘(Violet Heminge) did a good $10,000 ‘ton, Mass. “Something i Albany, May her 
} . from stavt: quoted over $14,000. at Royal Adexandra here 1 a “Tobacco Road”"—Walnut, Phila- os g in Air,” Pal: ce, A one- night performance of the hot 
j a here last week. abut, iia Sweeter Lower,” | Oper h 
/ =; } i a Family,” Longacre (54th The 1.525-seater was scaled at $2.50 | delphia, Pa. “10 Litul er,” Ambassador, pera Guild's “La Traviata.” wit the 
| week) (C-1,016; $3.60). Moving to|top,and will hold over this week to| “Temorrow the World”—Fox, Butte. Niggers,” St. James. Ethel Barrymore Colt featured, C 
t Belasco on Sunday, this house being Fenech opening of the racing season Mont. (30); Fox, Spokane, Was! ! oman le Harry,” Garrick grossed about $4,000 at Fabiane ce} 
t 4 pokane, Wash. (), While Sun Shines,” Globe Palace last week under auspices 0 
the Albany Variety Club. 
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Kollmar’s ‘Dream With Music,’ 2006 
Prod., Most Costly Skid of Season 


“Dream With Music,” which Rich-+ 


ard Kolimar opened at the Majestic, 
N. Y., last Thursday (18), appears to 
be the season’s most costly flop, more 
than $200,000 having been invested 
in the musical. Show drew a uni- 
formly adverse ,press, management 
reaction being the posting of notice 
lose the.day after premiere. 


toc 
Opinion of most reviewers was 
that “Dream” was inexpertly pre- 


sented, and backstage mistakes were 


glaring on the opening night. Staff 
fumbles back of the curtain may 


have been partially the reason and 


further boners were noticed the 
second night, but the absence of 
comedy constituted the principal 


error, in the opinion of first nighters. 
“Dream” may stop Saturday (27) but 
the management and cast are anxious 
to continue, players expressing will- 
ingness to slice salaries. Boxoffice is | 
selling tickets until June 3. 
“Dream” Backers 
At least 15 backers ‘have been 
named in connection with “Dream,” 
including people in picture business, 
the financial setup being a variation 
of the “limited partnership” plan of 
show financing. Columbia Pictures 
is listed as having put in $25,000 but 


jis not named among the iimited 
partners. Corporate name of the 


production unit is Jilellen, Inc., with 
Dorothy Kilgallen (Mrs. Kollmar, 
one of the book writers) and Leo 
Rose, show's general manager, named 
as general partners. 

“Dream” was originally budgeted 
for around $80,000, that much being 
invested by the partners who, how- 
ever, were called on for 25° addi- 
tional, as provided in their contracts. 
Just how the added expenditures 
were raised is not clear. Donald S. 
Stralem, recently elected to Co- 
Jumbia’s board, originally put in $15,- | 
000 and H. Huber Boscowitz, the | 
bridge expert, is down for $10,000. 
Those listed for $5,000 (plus the ad- | 
ditional percentage) are Lillian E. | 
Boscowitz, David H. McConnell, 
David C. Gerli, W. J. Cerman, Ed- 
ward J. Barber, Max Chopnick, Jane 
Winton, Carola Mandel, George N. 
Richard, Maurice Newton (connected 
with Paramount) and J. W. Garrett, 
2d. Eve Ettinger, story editor for 
Columbia, is said to have arranged 
the financial setup. 

Lux 

Lux soap is given an exceptional 
plug in the show, two of its cartons 
being displayed on both sides of the 
stage during an extended number. 
It was figured that the makers of 
the product had also invested in| 
“Dream,” since it was the first time 
for a major attraction to permit ad- 
vertising in such a manner during 
performance. Stated, however, that 
the Lux people agreed to give] 
“Dream” extensive ad space in the| 
dailies and magazines in exchange | 
for the stage exposition. 

‘Foiiow The Giris,’ Century, is| 
slated to move to the Majestic week 
of June 5, booking plan having been | 
to switch “Dream” to the 44th Street, | 
where a cooling plant is being in-| 
stalled. That house may get “Stove- | 
pipe Hat,” musical trying out in| 
Boston. | 


| 


YOKEL-RITCHIE SET 
COMEDY BY MAX LIEF 


Alex Yokel and Bob Ritchie, a new | 
managerial combo, have set for pro- 
duction “Champagne For Every- 
body,” a comedy by Max Lief, who is 
Hollywood. Show will be | 
backed by Jack Topping, New York |} 
socialite, whose brother, Dan, is wed | 
Henie. It is said to be 


now in 


10 Sonja 


| Army fund. 


Dick Nash Play Set 


For Coast Showings 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Arthur Klein will produce legit 
“Indian Sign,” slated to open Aug. 1 
in Santa Barbara, with subsequent 
showings in L. A. and San Francisco. 

Comedy was authored by N. 
Richard Nash, currently scripting at 
Paramount, 


Victory 4006 Net 
To Army Relief 


“Winged Victory,” which closed a 
27-week engagement at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., Saturday, provided a 
profit of approximately $400.000, 
which was turned over to the Army 
Emergency Relief Fund. The total 
gross was Over $1,057,000, including 
the Boston tryout, and the net pro- 
ceeds ranged between $18,000 and 
$20.000 weekly. 


“Victory” averaged over $35,000 
weekly during the Broadway date, 
but whereas “This Is the Army” 
played New York (the Broadway 
theatre) on a flat rental arrange- 
ment, it was necessary to operate on 
percentage in order to secure the de- 
sired 44th Street. House share was 
28°, so that the theatre’s share was 
around $10,000 weekly. Largest op- 
erating cost was made up of salaries 
to civilian players in “Victory,” of 
whom thewe were 50, the majority of 
them femmes, most of whom were 
on Equity minimum pay. Stagehands 
for the multi-scened, Moss Hart 
drama of the Army Air Forces also 
constituted a hefty outlay. 

“Victory” earnings will be favor- 
ably comparable to the “Army” net, 
what with the tour to follow the 
film, which is soon to start on the 
20th-Fox lot. Originally $1,000,000 
was to be paid for the picture rights, 
but that deal was revised to a per- 
centage arrangement. First payment 
for the rights ig put at $350,000, and 
20th will turn in all profits to the 


MUSIC BOX, N. Y., IN 
MORTGAGE EXTENSION 


An extension of the mortgage on| 
the Music Box, N. Y., has been ar-| 
ranged at a substantial lowering o:| 
the total. New deal with the Albany | 
Savings Banks provided for a mort-| 
gage of $275,000 for five years as! 
against $325,800, which the 
amount of the bank obligation which! 
expired recently. 

Mrs. Kathleen (“China”) 
widow of Sam H. Harris, was re-| 


Morin | 


| ported asking $150,000 for her share | 


of the theatre, but a reappraisal of | 
the property will greatly reduce that | 
figure should the interest be disposed | 
of. Music Box sustained considerable | 
losses in the past three years, when 


| there were dark periods, and because 
| of back taxes will operate on around 
| 50°. of the profits 
| ing Berlin 


Mrs. Harris, Irv- 
(who is executor of her 
late husband’s estate), and Lee Shu- 
bert each own one-third of the M. B. | 


‘Janie, ‘Tomorrow 
In Jump to Coast 


Two touring legiters are on the 
way to the Coast for summer book- 
fy 
irom 


Topping’s first try at show business. | ings. “Janie” having jumped 
Richard Whorf has been engaged as} Boston Sunday (21), while “Tomor- 
the stager, row the World” is playing dates en 
Author’s brother. Dr. Nat Lief,| route west. Currently in the north- 
midtown N. Y. dentist and first-| ern section there are “Life With 
nighter, occasional author and song- | Fatheu” and “The Student Prince,” 


writer, will 


next 


join Max on the Coast 
week so thev can complete 
Kiss Frpm The Boss,” book for a 
musical comedy. 


New Juve Delinquency 
Play Slated for N. Y. 


_ “Three Steps Down,” legiter with 
Juve delinquency themé, is due for 
Broadway late this summer. Play 
Wes written by Bert Childs, an- 
nouncer at WNYC, N. Y., and Baruch 


Lumet. with duo also producing. It’s 
currently at the Hampshire Play- 
Nouse, Los Angeles, having opened 


4} 


‘ere April 25, 
Ca t is headed by Lumet and Milli- 
ceint Glockey. No New York thea- 


tre has been lined up yet. 


| will rejoin the comedy, having left 


and additional attractions may be 


booked by the United Booking 
Office. 
When “Janie” opens in Los An- 


geles late this week Linda Watkins 


the cast sometime ago when the show 
took to the road. Warners will re- 
| lease the picture version of “Janie” 
early in the fall. 


| Gary’s ‘Scandalous’ Lead 


Hollywood, May 23. 


Gene Gary draws the male lead in 
“Slightly Scandalous,” 
_Leonard-Fred Jackson legit piece 
' slated for Broadway. 

Gary shoved off for the east to 
join show due in Phila. next week. 


| musicians and other operating costs. 


Want No 2-Year Pacts | 


In engaging new players to 
fill the parts being vacated by 
leads in both the New York 
(St. James) and Chicago (Er- 
langer), the Theatre Guild is 
asking replacement people to 
sign contracts for two years. 
Strangely enough, at least some 
of those offered such termers, 
which are unusual in legit, are 
hestitating to accept. One ex- 
planation is that by signing for 
two years, they could not accept 
other offers, especially from 
Hollywood, which getting 
players who are leaving. De- 
spite cast changes, business for 
“Oklahoma” is not expected to 
be affected, attendance holding 
to standee limits in both cities. 

In other times, managers 
signed promising players for 
five or more years—and partici- 
pated in boosted picture salaries 
when they went to Hollywood. 
But that practice is out. 


Matinees on ‘Oklahoma’ 


Set for Service Men, 
Women for Each Tues. 


Special extra matinees of “Okla- 
homa,” St. James theatre, N. Y., for 
men and women in uniform, weekly 
on Tuesdays, have been definitely 
set, first all-service patronage per- 
formance being June 6. Theatre 
Guild’s application to eliminate the 


admission tax on the ground that 
such showings will be non-profit, 
was denied by Washington and 
regular 20% applies. Top for the 
mats will be $2.10, of which amount 
35 cents is tax, prices upstairs being 
$1.60 and scaled as low as 60 cents. 

Net price for each downstairs 
ticket will be $1.75 and the gross for 
service matinees will be $1,800, said 
to just about cover expenses. Latter 
includes pay to actors, stage hands, 


However, the theatre gets no part 
of the service money, nor does the 
Guild, while the authors, Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d; Rouben Mamoulian, the stager, 
and Lynn Riggs, who wrote the 
original story, have waived claim for 
royalties, 

Tickets have been allotted equally 
between the Army and Navy, the 
WACS, WAVES and other femme 
service outfits being included. 
Tickets went on sale ' yesterday 
(Tues.) at the Civilian Defense 
Volunteer Organization Information 
Center, 42nd and Park, no tickets | 
for special matinees being sold at| 
the theatre. No civilians will be ad- | 
mitted to these performances. 


TODD-WEST GO INTO 


> 


REHEARSAL NEXT WK. | 


Michael Todd has fixed two start- 
ing dates for ‘Catherine Was Great,” | 
which will bring Mae West back to | 
Broadway, but early this week it 
was indicated that the show would 
not go into rehearsal until next 
week. There are 15 principal parts, 
script calling for an additional 50 
persons, most of whom have lines. | 

After a flock of auditions Todd de-| 
cided to hop to Hollywood to secure | 
two male players. He’s due to plane 
out today. Manager said there are, 


| no differences between him and Miss! 


West, although the latter is reported 
opposed to his idea of having morc 
femmes in the cast. 


Ben Cutler to Succeed 
Baker in ‘One Touch’ 


ittisburgh, May 23. 
Ben Cutler closed 


ile playing Nixon in “Slap 


deal here last 
to replace Kenny Baker in} 
hit, “One Touch of | 


Happy,” 
the Mary Martin 


| Venus,” when Bake- pulls out for the 


Coast May 31. Cutler was closing) 


N.Y. Ticket Brokers Seek to Restrain 
Moss From Nixing Delivery Fees 


B’klyn Folly Deal For 
Oldies Reaches Snag 


Deal between Albert Maligone and | 
owners of Folly theatre, Brooklyn, | 
for relighting house for 10-week | 
season of melodramatic oldies via} 
stock company, has been called off. | 
Reconditioning outlay for theatre | 
considered too big a gamble. 

Maligone is not giving up idea and | 
says he will do the old-timers cycle, | 
even if in a tent. He has the tent | 
but prefers a theatre. 


AFRA in Final 
66 Equity Payoff 


Last week Equity received a check 
for $6,000 from the American Fed- 
eration «f Radio Artists, it being the 
final payment of loans made to the | 
radio talent union when and after 
it was formed in 1937. AFRA also 
paid off Chorus Equity, total amount 
advanced by the legit groups being 
322,000, ard it is understood a loan 
of arourd $15,000 obtained from the 
Screen Actors Guild has also been 
liquicated by the radio group. Re- 
payment to Equity will not appear 
in its annual financial statement, | 
which will be made at the annual | 
meeting June 6, since the money was | 
received after the end of the legit | 
union's fiscal year, March 31. 

Revealed, too, at the annual meet- 
ing of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, parent talent 
union, that it is better off financially 
than for five years. Around $10,000 
is at hand, with no one on the pay- 
roll except a stenographer, secretary, 
while payments to. the widow of 
Frank Gillmore, ex-president, cease 
this summer. Confirmed non-salaried 
officers of the Four A’s until elec- 


! and announced his order. 


tion year were Emily Holt, vice- 
president, and Florence Marsden, | 
secretary. Miss Holt replaced Ken- 


neth Thomson, who resigned to enter 
the William Morris agency, while 
Mrs. Marsden replaced Paul Dullzell | 
when the Jatter was made president 
after Gillmore’s death. 


‘GENIUS’ HEAD NABBED 
ON BLIND PIG RAP 


Leo Shull, 38, operator of Genius, 
Inc., housed in St. James hotel, N. Y.. 
was arrested last Saturday night (20) 
on charge of sélling liquor without 
@ permit. Arrested with him was 
Beverley Flournay, 25, said to be 
Shull’s assistant in operation of the 
club. Held in $500 bail for hearing 


May 21, each 
was released. 

Shull, who has been quite a char- 
acter on Broadway and environs for 
past five years, “adopted” a group 
of youngsters with stage aspirations | 
that used to meet in the basement 
of Walgreen’s Broadway, N. Y., 
pharmacy. He organized them into 
Genius, Inc., combination lounge and 
clubroom for which privilege the 
kids pay dues of $5 per annum. 

Shull has been running Saturday 
night soirees, in the nature of “rent 
parties,” at the club Alleged by 
arresting officers he had been sell- 
ing liquor unlawfully at these af- | 
fairs. That's what precipitated the 
pinch. 

If Shull is convicted of the charge 
it is likely that he'll merely draw a 
fine. That will be 
certain the kids would pass the 


furnished bend and 


since it’s 


a cinch 


lal 


among them for required amount 
For how could they continue their 
tussle with Thespis with no genius 
to guide them? 


Afro Dancers Nucleus 
For Folk Operetta 


Asadata Dafora and troupe of 
African dancers will form the 
nucleus of a new folk operetta, | 


Paul 
{ commissioner, has ordered all ticket 
| agencies to cease charging any fee 


| legit 
| the N. Y. state statute, recognizes the 


Moss, New York's license 


for deliveries, and early this week 
it was agreed among brokers to ap- 
ply for a writ of restraint. Moss who 
is jnsistent that he has the authority 
to restrain ticket delivery fees, even 
suggested that the agency people go 
to court. He could not start such 
legal proceedings personally with- 


/ out suspending one or more brokers 


for charging the fee. 


Tyson's and McBride's, the top 
ticket agencies, have suspended de- 
livery charges pending result of the 
injunctive action, and it is presumed 
others similarly complied. 
Commissioner had all the brokers at 
his office during the past t.,o weeks 
One lead- 
ing ticket man said that customers 
of his long-established agency were 
used to, and quite willing to pay for 
deliveries. He asked Moss how drop- 
ping the fee could be explained to 
them, Moss replying: “Tell ’em the 
commissioner said so.” 

Uusual charge for delivery to of- 
fices or residences is 50c, whether 
for two ticke's or a multiple num- 
ber, but it is said that smaller agen- 
cies exact a higher fee a factor which 
evidently steamed up Moss. Under- 
stood that delivery fees constitute 
an integral part of the revenue of 
larger agencies and that they cannot 


| operate profitably otherwise on the 


basis of a 75c premium because of 
high office rentais and large staffs. 
Pointed out that the department and 
specialty stores charge delivery fees 


' where merchandise is sent to locali- 


ties outside of the city proper or in 
remote neighborhoods. When that 
was told to Moss he apparently 
wasn't interested. 

Brokers contend there is nothing 
in the ticket law that prohibits de- 
livery fees, which they declare is 
not part of the price of tickets. The 
ticket code, which parallels 


right to collect delivery fees but 
limits the charge to 50c. Code people 
and Moss have worked together in 
attempting to eliminate gypping but 
the two are not in agreement over 
Moss's edict. Code’s board feels that 
by crimping the ticket fees another 
reason for overcharging arises. 
Customers of agencies have long 
been used to having tickets delivered 
thereby eliminating the necessity of 
waiting in crowded lobbies and box- 


| office lines just before curtain time. 


Largest proportion of agency patrons 
refuse to attend the theatre unless 
they have actual] possession of tickets 
before starting for the theatre. 


CHI CO. OF ‘GOODBYE’ 
MULLED BY GOLDEN 


Jonu Golden is considering a-Chi- 
cago company of “—-But Not Good- 
bye,” which closed a short engage- 
ment at the 48th Street, N. Y., re- 
cently after Harry Carey was forced 
the cast through illness. The 


from 


| stock and amateur rights for ‘“Good- 


Samuel 


ance pay- 


bye have been sold to 
French, who made an ad‘ 
ment of $3,500 

George Seaton, who wrote “Good- 
bye,” will receive 50% of the income 
Not included in the 
for pictures, radio 


the rights 
rights 


from 


deal are 


| and television. 


Lee Shubert a Out 
Of A. C. Theatre Deal 


Lee Shubert bowed out on 
hold of Garden Pier theatre, At 
City, last week. Shubert’s bowout 
was precipitated by City 


ioner’s underestimating cos 


le ase- 
lantic 


Commis- 
t of re- 
pai! to condition theatre, board- 
walk and ramp. which Shubert found 
out would cost far greater than the 
$18,600 estimated by the city fathers 
when they originally interested him 
in deal. Theatre had been taken over 
for accrued back taxes of $125,000. 
City commission made deal to lease 
house to Shubert for a term of three 


the Cnharies | 


anyway in vaudeville show Saturday | “Africana,” being readied for Broad- 
night (20), since singer and Harold| way. Production is being made and 
| Haskins, dancer, were part of the| staged by Herbert V. Gellendre, in 
| Renee De Marco act and she had! association with Dafora and Richard 
turned in her notice right after show, Purcell. 
opened in Baltimore. Producers are negotiating with 
Flora Campbell (Mrs. Cutler), the Canada Lee, Ethe] Waters and Pearl 
| actress, rushed to Pittsburgh middle, Primus to share top billing with 
| of last week, right aiter her husband’ Dafora. Deal is expected to be set 
had landed the replacement job, to this week. Miss Waters is currently 
| coach Cutler on the acting end ofthe! heading show at Cafe Zanzibar. 
| role. Previously, Cutler had a small| N. Y.; Miss Primus’‘is at Cafe Society 
| role in “Venus,” and before that he' Uptown. N. Y.. and Lee has just 
; was a band leader. i} wound up some vaude dates 


years upon basis that the producer- 
| theatre owner would advance $18,000 
for repairs and an additional 5% of 
net profits during Shubert’s tenancy. 
This was all set three weeks ago. 
When Shubert’s maintenance de- 
partment took over for repairs it 
was found the latter vould run into 
a far greater sum than the $18,000 
agreed upon. Shubert was willing to 
go ahead if the City Commission 
would make up the difference in cost 
f repairs, bui they wouldn't. 
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Plays on 


Broadway 


Shows in Keuearsal 


“Ten Little Indians”—Shuberts, De 


i Court \ ille. 


omniscient 


fand 


Plays Out of Town 


For Keeps 
Bridgeport, Mav 22 


Gilbert Miller pradMeiion of three-act cane 


Hugh Herbert. Features Prank 
Patricia Kirklened Jolie Warren 
Staged bw Miller: setting by Rayiiond Se- 
Periteen Reviewed at Lyric, Bridgeport 
(Al rt Shea May 
44. tote 
Miss Max Talina 
\ la Ju 
\ Vanda Pu Wiel 
le Wet 
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Latest entry in) what'’s-with-our- 
vounger-generation cycle looks good 
tor Broadway favor. F. Hugh Her- 
bert has whipped up a likely follow. 
up to his “Kiss and Tell” and Gilbert 
Miller has provided a slick produc- 
tion and a competent company spot- 
lighting a juvenile who's going to 
create plenty comment, Patricia 
Kirkland, 


The voung daughter of Jack Kirk- |, 
‘nicely, by 


Nancy Carroll plays an 
14-vear-old. The type. a 
ojirl denied her childhood by divorced 
high-living parents, is now 
standard, but Miss Kirkland gives it 
a spirited freshness that paces the 
show all the way. 

Comedy played 


land and 


remarkably well 


tat this get-off point. There will un- 


Dream With Music anima: number, with chorines “Hats Off Te Ice”—Sonja_ Henie.' 
}same principals appesrimg as pan- “tae 
Siare Vers Hounkd Grab |"Dream” is fantasy, that scene and | “That Old Devil” — Lodewick 
is frost others may be counied among | Vroom 
\ thovsand and one nights, an “teve On Leave”’—Stewart. Good- 
: iwhile affording a wide soread in} mon. 
colors, costumes ond settings the “A Strange Play"—Eugene Endry. 
~ ~ j perioimance Grads. 
ite ‘ Thy b: sod On clas 
\! site! \} ky-Kors“koff. Schubert, Grieg, Mus- | @ *Chtown, except lor the music, 
M 4.249 sorgsky. Wagn Schuman Major troub'e with this revival 
“4 : ijand Tschrikowsky ,and orchestrated | hi in the stacine and deneine. Jose 
by Russell Bennett, Wans Spiatck.| Rebsn’s direction ‘s poorly paced 
‘led Royal and Warnick. who fecks the finesse of bis 
ido keep Max Meth swinging the | wor Charles Weidinan’s chorco.- 
| baton. Balanchine’s balle’s ar: rapl to slow » the entire 
| pretty Henry Le staged t° | prec Some of «he seenery. 
numbers. and six such steppers mre |< iy the sstiing of the dec. of 
| giv en feature billine. Stewart Cha- | ip New Moen, Is unin 
i! iney'’s settings and Miles White's ces- | tive. 
is ftuming give the show v.sual bea’ orincinal roles, thougi. are in 
Ibee. com at hancs. Dorothy Kirsten, 
| fore ond John Hamill ex- 
iM hibit ample singing abilities, al- 
on The New Moon h their histrionics lack sparkle. 
[An ov.r-caver chorus at times 
Ge tis Acts (nine seen | Gowns out the principals, anothe: 
Jolin M fault of the direction. Johnny Mor- 
‘atures 4 can tres to be fuany, but much of | 
Ha and | Miss Kirsten. as Marianne, has a 
Schwab: mu h resonant saprano voice, singing with 
i \ At the ¢ Cen x. y. | is overly dramatic while he sings, 
17. top land his performance suffers when 
Nig su compared with the sendition given 
Haves | “Softly as in the Morning Sunrise,” 
At times “Dream With Music” is | John Hamill, who received a 
dazzling, but there are too many | Carl | Well-deserved ovation from first- | 
lapses. the show necding more prev=- ee Wrightsen | niehters. 
aration despite its month's tryout in | Al SASSO Johnny Morgan A tango as danced by Peter Hamil- 
Boston. A ragged premiere makes | ton and Zova Leporsky in the tav- 
its chances more doubttul. It looks | He “Dorothy Kirton fern scene during the first act. leaves 
like the season’s most costly mistake. | Pocrkeeper of Tavern. Willkan Sutherlnd |mueh to be desired. although Miss 
“Dream” is a sicht show, a musica! While | Leporsky and a towheaded, unbilled 
comedy loaded with book, although | Do | vouth return later for a creditable 
the orchestra seems to be in action | Jehn | turn, 
with little letdewn, Showmen who | Clotilde Lomlny Derothy Libretto will be recalled as deal- 
looked “Dream” over in the Hub told | ine with a French nobleman con- 
actor-manager Richard Kollmar to} Savsane |demned to the guillotine for revolu- 
add comedy, even though that may Seatt | tionary activities. He eludes his) 
have meant deloving the arrival on} G sentence and wins the hand of a 


Broadway, but the book writers in- | 
sisted that the story does not cail for | 
hilarity. 

Production is gorgeous, there 
some good seng numbers. yet 
cast is not as s'rong on talent as the 


are 


billing would incicate. There are 
three stars and 16 people featured 
First-night lines fouled and Jights 
went out too often for so lavish a 


presentation. Something was wrong 
backstage—either bad 
campetence which doesn't fit 
major attraction reputed to have cost 
over $200,000. 

An incident that does not 
professional, too. is the plugging of 
an advertised soan product 
performance. During an extended 
number, “Woman Against ihe 
World.” led by Vera Zorina, who is 
supposed to be bathing and having 
her undies rinsed, two colored girls 


stand on either side of the siage 


nto 


seem 


holding oversized cartons of Lux. | 
It's great for the product and a livs! 
time for such an exhibit in a $4 
sho 

Zorina is main lure of “Dreain.” 
She carries the story, dances with 


the grace that put her name in lights, | 


and sings, too: in fact. she has been 
assiened too much. As a writer of 
soayv serials for radio and wearied 
wiih scripts, she falls asleep, dream- 


ine of the Arabian nights. She | 
awakens as Seheherazade. and her 


sweetheart, Michael, played by Don- 
ald Graham. becomes Aladdin with 
while her assistant (Joy 
Hodges) is a less mystical character. 
Leonard Flliott is Sinbad. with Betty 
Allen as Mrs. Sinbad. Plot reminds 
ot the “Lady in the Dark” treatment. 


his lamp. 


Scenes include a’ suiian’s palace. 
‘t in Bagdad, a magic carpet 

a Which Zorina floats on a wire 
ta cene not 


well handled) and Aladdin's pal- 
Elliott was the hit of the 

on opening night with “Give. Sinbad. 
Give.” vet his second-act nightclub 


1 
j miest of the n 
t 
a 


shaw 


specialty kidding the ballet seems 
dia too far and not so good in this 
sh 

\liss Hodges warbles “Love at 
Second Sight” with Robert Brink 


Same combo with Zorina 


and Beity Allen are ckayv with “Re- 
Jax and Enjoy It.” Again Zorina is 
' he vocal end with “Come With 
MM Graham teaming, latter soloing | 
“Bab Don’t Count on Me.” which | 
is revrised later and solo tap-danced 
ve ell by Sunny Rice. Something 
of a novelty is “Mouse Meets Girl” 
b Zovina and Buddy Douglas, a 
m 

Ovenine of the second act is an 


A WOMAN’S SUPERMAN 


MELODRAMA 
Intensely Emotional 
TWO SETS - - SEVEN PROPLE 
ADDRESS BOX 250 


VARIETY, 154 W. 46th Street 
New York City 19, N. Y. 


STAGE DIRECTOR 
for 
S~EMMER STOCK COMPANY 


fong-estallished: 150 miles from Yo fn 
vesart areas 3 months season. 
Has ovening for an experieneed di- 
recor jer recent N stack 


four returns year after vear High grade 
hair salary. State experience fully. 
Box 707, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New Yerk 


; musical 
Schwab 
| bertormances in 1928-29 
ithe 


luck or in-] 


during | 


First of what the Belmont Oper- 


letta Cd. calls a Festival of Famous 
the | 


Operettas, “The New Moon.” a re- 
vival oi Sigmund Rombereg’'s tilting 
originally presented by 
and Mandel for 500 

23 returned to 
3roadway area for a three-week 
| booking last Wednesday (17) at 


some 


colony in the Caribbean. 

The operetta includes such 1928 
Hit-Paraders as “Lover Come Back 
to Me.” “Stout Hearted Men.” “Softly 
as in the Morning Sunrise,” “Mari- 
}anne” and “One Kiss.” 
| There's no question where the 
| merit of “Moon” lies—and that’s in 
the Romberg music: it certainly isn't 
book. Sten. 


| 
| noblewoman, then establishes a dem- 
| 


in the now-dated 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Kansas City Times front-paged as 


| tem wasn't turned on when 
, and a “Tomorrow the World” perfo 
|} previous night, although cowntown 


} ing systems on. As result. “World” 


formances in K.C. 

the auditorium can't be 
|ernment regulation. The building h 
isivation, which gets the cooling by c 
| night. 

| Albert Allen, who 
| Rauh in Pittsburgh 
| vate Albert Allen off the stage. 
| unit stationed in Pitt at the Aspiny 
| mission from his commanding offic 
| would requiré his attendaiée oniv’ 


has one of th 


week run if he made it. 


Most of those financially interested 
y.Y., celebrated the musical hit’s pay 
a luncheon at "21°" last Thursday (1 
$1.176.000. 
Crawtord and John Wildberg. 
Byram and Henry Salisbury. 
a $20,000 piece of “Venus.” 
—unprecedented. 


! 


Latter 
| 
| 

Producer Herman Shumlin of 
| critics from eastern cities to see the 
transportation and hotel bills. Plan 


with the idea of attracting out-of-to 


9.000 people attended a 


Muny director later explained that 


used for amusement 


Playhouse’s current 


show's 


tory “riday (19) that the cooling svs- 
Harry James dance 
rmance in the Muny Auditorium 
Dix houses and restaurants had cool- 
did a little over $4.000 for four per- 


the freon air-conditioning system in 
according to Gov- 
olfYices of Farm Credit Admin- 
lav, plauygoers getting the brushoff by 


OUSeS 


e male leads opnosite Helen Wayne 
production of “Skylark.” is Pri- 


He's a bonafide GI. attached to a medical 
per- | 


vall Veterans’ hospital. He got 
er to try out for the cast. since it 
the et when Afien is off auig, 


and the CO also agreed to let Allen play the role throughout the three- 


in “One Touch of Venus.” 46th Street, 


the | 
| peramental playboy whose emotional 


i smokes, 


doubtedly be tightening. especially 
in the third act wrap-up. But N. Y. 
seems sold on this brand of enter- 
tainment and “For Keeps” «should 
find steady support. In spite of the 
hot lines, it should be a women's 
choice. 

Single set. an attractive duplex 
studio apartment mounted by Ray- 
mond Sovey, is the home of Paul 
Vanda (Frank Conroy), a middle- 
aged commercial photographer just 
married to a 22-year-old blonde 
(Julie Warren), his third wife. 
Vanda’s daughter Nancy (Miss Kirk- 
land) arrives for a stay during one 
of the frequent trips of her*mother 
and stepfather. The girl looks a half- 
dozen years older than she is, drinks, 
knows all the answers and 


| come-ons her father’s model (Donald 


Murphy). who gets serious with the 
youngster in a provocative scene that 


| breaks up when he learns her real 


| sincere 


age, 

The return of the mother to take 
back her daughter poses the prob- 
lem of the child’s future, which is 
solved by the father’s decision to 
keep her with him and his new wife, 
to whom the girl has become at- 
tached and who shows all signs of 
being a permanent marital fixture. 

Conroy indicated some difficulty 
with the role of the father, a tem- 


flights make it hard to accept his 
reformation at the finish. Miss War- 
ren, a looker, was slightly stiff but 
as the No. 3 wife. Murphy 
is right for the romantic role. 
Miller’s handling of the auxiliary 
talent is excellent. Norma Clerc as 
a 13-year-old model, Zolya Talma 
as the Vanda secretary, Joan Wet- 


; more as the mother, George Baxter 


| Mahar aa 


off of its $145,000 production nut with | 


8) Announced total gross to date is 


Russell Holman, 
Paramount, which has 


producers: John 


trio represent 


Byram returned to Broadway smoking a cigar 


“The Searching Wind” 


will bring on 
Lillian Hellman play, picking up the 
was devised by publicist Dick Maney, 
wn patronage. 


The celebrants who now anticipate profit checks include Chery] | 


Critics from the out- | 


Cast Reb Kennedy, Ann Warren. Duval 
Springman, Marsha Norman Morton 
Stevens, Frederic TVozere Ruth) «White, | 
Madeleme Clive, John Garth, Parker Fen 
nelly, Merton DaCosta, Rem Olmstead, Joy 
Geffen Paul Ransom Stanley Nelson, 

Georgia Simmone, Jonathan Harrie Sey 
mout Penzner, Sam Kramer, Bernard 
i Giriffen, Joan Chandler, Liam 


lying areas are not inclined to be-as critical as the Broadway first nighters, | 
and the experiment is expected to pay off in some good patronage from 


New York. 


transients in 


Laurence Schwab has gone to St 
opening of the St. Louis Municipal 
John Kennedy is the managing direc 
| who is in Hollywood. 

Schwab was in charge of producti 
| for three seasons. 
operated show project. 


Rehearsals and sets for “Slightly 


Louis in an advisory capacity for the 


Opera season, dated to start June 1. 
tor, having succeeded Richard Berger, | 


on at the Forrest Park open-air plant 


Understood he is in St. Louis as a courtesy to the civic- 


Scandalous,” new Frederick Jackson 


comedy, are being done on the Coast, the scenery and cast coming from 


California intact to Philadelphia f 
' Beecher will play the lead 
Philadelphia, weeks of May 29 and 
Charles Leonard as co-producer. 


or its pre-Broadway tryout. Janet 


Comedy is booked into Locust St. theatre, 


June 3. Jackson is directing, with 


Steve Cochran, former manager of the National, Washington, is back in 


show business, after doing all righ 


tire situation. 


Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph art critic 


burgh, 


t running taxis in Washington. He 


formerly operated a rural stock theatre between Baltimore and the capital, 
but the spot was a casualty about two years ago because of the gas and 


Herbert Kubly, of New York Herald Tribune staff, whose’ firat play, 
“Men to the Sea,” has just been bought by Eddie Dowling, is a former 


, who also used to double {n brass 


eccasionally as a picture and play reviewer for the Hearst sheet in Pitts- 


| Hat” 


as the latter’s extrovert mate. Ellen 

the cook and Joseph R. 

a furniture hauler are 
Elem. 


Garry as 
great helps. 


Stovepipe Hat 
New Haven .May 18. 


Carl FE. Ring production of musical drama 


in two act@ (eight aketches in scenes) 


and alter Hannan 
Heyman. Harold Spina music, 
Harold Spina; siaged by 
choreography, Helen Tamiris; settings 
nda Rallard and 4 A Osirvander 
nies Lucinda Ba lard orchestrations 
and conducte Aibert Richard Wagner: en- 
} under aupervision of Harold 


Opened at Shubert, 


May 18, '44; 88.30 top. 


Frederica Going, Lulu Belle Clarke, Homer 
Miles, Jack Lee, Lila King, Jimmie Elliott 


New Haven, | 


| This approach has too many 
vantages in these escapist days. 
! Historically, the episodic treate 
| ment presents a number of interest. 
jing sketches. Included are a scene 
when Ann Rutledge announces he: 
;engagement to Abe; his nomination 
the presidency; a White House 
dance on the night war is declared: 
|the proclamation freeing the slaves: 
the letter to Mrs. Bixby: anti-Lincoln 
activities in the middle west. and 


disud- 


'| dedication of the battleground ceme. 


jtery at Gettysburg. Throughout it 
hall, Lincoln himself never appears— 
‘his stovepipe hat being a symbol! of 
the man, 


Creditable are some fine sinvine 

| both solo and choral; dances ranging 
from backwoods boot-shaking to a 


White House cotillion: a pleasing 
score that combines several type ot 
melody for a good total effect: and 
an overall physical produciion that 
jibes with its initial-curtain outlay 
reported to be $115,000. Although ihe 
setup. is without names, elaborate 
trappings and a large cast have 
brought the ante to the above figure, 
Roinantic leads are handled, and 
Bob Kennedy and Ann 
Warren, both with attractive per- 
sonalities and good voices. Their 
dueting of “Lady Lovely” and 
“Softly My Heait Is Dreanting” dr 
a fine hand. Duval Springman con- 
tributes a corking baritone solo with 
“Trouble Brewin’.” John Garth and 
the Eva Jessvye Choir go to town on 
“The Great Man Says.” Richard a, 


Gordon Choir lends good support 
throughout several numbers, Play 
opens and closes with a vocal en- 


semble, “He Walks Across the Sky,” 
which adds a stirring touch. 

In the thesp department, Frederie 
Tozere gives a good account of him- 
self as a medicine show Operator but 
in an earlier soliloquy, as Lincoin’s 
law partner, his nesal monotone be- 
comes grating and at times inaudible, 
Much of the scene’s value is lost be- 
cause of this. Morton L. Stevens 
shows competent versatility in sey- 
eral roles representing a backwoocds- 
man, a White House attache, a small 
town judge, and an army sergeant. 
Ruth White, Madeleine Clive, Parker 
Fennelly, Joy Geffen, Paul Ransom, 
Joan Chandler, Alan Dreeban and 
Stanley Nelson turn in good jobs in 


Lscript is cohesive but 


lesser roles. 

Staging of unfolding of 
will require 
‘considerable author cooperation to 
jinject a lighter angle into the pro- 
|}ceedings at certain vantage points, 
Choreography is responsible for good 
terpsichorean interludes. with Rem 
Olmstead rating a bow for an Indian 
dance. Some beautiful femme finery 
adds to the color picture, which is 


episodic 


further enhanced by excellent set- 
tings invoiving an unusual cloud 
effect. Bone. 


With Chorines on Team, 
There’d Be Plenty Passes 


Two softball contests have been 
played in Central Park between a 
team representing “Ziegfeld Follies” 
(Imperial), captained by Milton 
Berle, and one from “Follow the 
Girls” (Century), captained by 
Jackie Gleason. 

Conceding defeat in both, Dave 


Wolper, producer of “Girls,” fossed 


a backstage paity for the casts of 
both shows. 
Tom Bodkin, manager of “Girls. 


posted a notice to Gleason ordering 
him to desist baligame activities un- 


less he was willing to draft some of 
the chorus girls from the show to 
strengthen the team. 

|Ed. Note: Bodkin didn't state 


|how the girls would strengthen the 
| team.] 


Eleanor Dennis Marold Schiege! Alan 
Dreeban Charias Hart, David Kurla 
(irace Carre William (arroll, Dan el 
Nearir Martir Richard <A Gordon | 
Choir 21), Helen Tamiris Dancers (4 


Kiva Jeasye Choir (15), 


As of ‘ts premiere here, “Stovepipe | 


on-the- 
present 
liabilities but 


rates classification as 
fence entertainment. In its 
state, assets outweigh 


not sufficiently to assyre landing in|} 


the click category. The seed has 
been planted but cultivation is not 
gOing to bg simple. 

Obviously, the original conception 
of this “legend with musie,” as it is 
billed, offered considerable promise 
as an off-the-beaten-path combina- 
tion of song and story. Whether the 
producers can twirl the proper 
tumblers to come through with this 
combination remains to be seen. In 
skilled hands, this could be accomp- 
lished in the month in Boston and 
Philly prior te Broadway. 

~~ argund the period of Abe 
Lincoln's life, from the cradle to his 
Gettysburg address, authors have 


caught too little of the lighter side of | 


the Great 1ancipator’s career. Re- 
sult is a production almost constantly 
overshadowed by tragedy to a point 
where it becomes almost somber. 


| 
| 
‘Yankee’ Actor, 18. Jailed 


For Alien Violation 


Detroit. May 25. 


Arthur Dollack, 18, failed to ac- 
eompany “The Connecticut Yankee” 
on its departure from here. The 


Federal Court decided he was a 
Canadian instead of a Yankee 

He was sentenced to three months 
in prison for his failure te t 


register 


as an alien following his arrival in 
the U. S. from Toronto in 1943. FBI 
men picked him up while he was 


with the musical at the Cass theatre. 


More N. Y. Legit Tyros 


| 
| 
| Broadway is sprouting this spring 


with several new producing hope- 
| fuls announcing future plans unde? 
| imposing names. Latest is the The- 
jatre Elixir, with Ralph Proodian, 
| president, and Charles Tekeyen 
|!author, announcing two Tekeyen 
' scripts for next season production. 
| Outside scripts, however, are also 
being sottght. 
Gotham Cavalcade Theatre is 25° 
| active, soliciting subscribers its 
| plans for a theatre of 
Broadway. 


i 
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OBITUARIES 


GEORGE ADE 


George Ade, 78, newspaperman, 
pumorist and playwright whose 
favles in slang brought a new and 
refreshing idiom to American litera- 
ture, died May 16 at his home in 
Kentland, Indiana, after having 
suffered three heart attacks within 
the week. 

Ade was 
epigram, the flip 
home or Office. 


master of the Yankee 
His writings made 
slang literary. His topflight fables 
were his forte, but he also was a 
playwright who found Broadway a 
pot of gold. His initial effert and 
instant click was a comic operetta, 


“The Sultan of Sulu,” produced in | 


1899 with Frank Moulin in the title 


role. 
His other plays were “Peggy From 


Paris.’ “The Sho-Gun,” “The Fair 
Co-ed” starring Elsie Janis; “The | 
Old Town,” for Montgomery & 
Stone, all being musicals. Also 
“Father and the Boys” for the late 
William H. Crane; “The County 
Chairman,” starring Macklyn Ar- 


buckle and which incidentally cata- | 


pulted that actor to nermanent star- 
dom: “The College Widow,” 
Out of College,” “The Bad Samari- 


ten.” “Marse Covington,” «Mrs. 
Peckham’s Carouse” and “Nettie.” | 


Latter were non-musical yet filled 
with the homely humor and wit that 
had long since become synonymous 
with Ade. 

When <Ade_ forwarded goodly 
shares of his royalty checks home to 
keep his parents in comfort, his 
father was suspicious that their son 
had fallen into some kind of dis- 
honest racket. He could never 
reconcile himself that writing could 
pay such large dividends. His mother 
understood, however, and hoped she 
was right, as Ade once put it. Ade 
also authored several motion pic- 
ture scenarios for the silents, among 
them being “Our Leading Citizen,” 
“Back Home and Broke” and “Wo- 
man Proof.” 

Although 
sively, he 


Ade 
liked 


travelled exten- 
New York and its 


people, especially actors and sport- | 


ing folk. He was a member of The 
Lambs, and whenever in town had 
made the clubhouse his residence. 


CLYDE HAGER 

Clyde Hager, 57, vaude pexformer 
énd songwriter, died of a heart at- 
tack, May 21 in Harrisburg, Pa., 
where he was on service camp tour 
as member of the “Camel Caravan.” 
Although suffering for two weeks 
from a heart ailment, he refused to 
«rop out following “the show must 
g0 on” ideology. 

For more than 20 years, Hager did 
a vaude single that parodied street 
peddlers or “Pitch men” as_ he 
termed them in his act. He claimed 
he got the inspiration through hiring 
out as a shil! for pitchman in 


Vin.cago duiing a siege of unemploy- | 


ment. He later used his experi- | 
ences as an act that was standard for 
years. In addition to vaude stints 


he was featured in original cast of | 


“Hellzapoppin” and also had a two- 
year run at Billy Rose’s “Diamond 
Horseshoe,” N. Y. 

Prior to his pitchman act, Hager 
Wa teamed with Walter Goodwin in 
@ piano turn. It was during this 
Writing. His best effort was 
Wenderful Mother of Mine.” 

Survived by two sons. 


“That 


: NEWTON I. STEERS 
Newton I. Steers, 67, president of 
€u Pont Film Manufacturing Corp. 


i0r 17 years beiore he retired in 


1942, died May 15 in White Plains, | 


N. Y. He was vice-president and 
RE neral manager of James Macbeth 
& Co., taken over in 1903 by E. I. 
€u Pont de Nemours & Co. 
Pecame director and general mana- 
zer ef special products division of 
eu Pont. 


Leaving his work in 1925, he be- | 


came head of du Pont Film Mfg. 
Corp., the film stock manufacturing 
subsidiary of E. I. du Pont. 

, Survived by widow. four daugh- 
‘ers, a son, in U. S. Army Air 
Forces, a brother, and a sister. One 
Caughter, Margaret. is overseas with 
the American Red Cross. 


WALTER SCOTT 
Walter Scott, former manager of 


burlesque shows and theatres, died | 
in Cleveland May 1. Started in the-| 
his | 
hometown, as usher. At age of 23.) 


atrical business in Milwaukee, 
he was operating 
Park there. 


Coming to Cleveland in 1925. Scott 


an. amusement 


Managed the “Bandbox Review,”: 


wisecrack of the | 


starring the jJate Joe Penner, -on road | 
tour. For three years he supervised; 
Empire and Columbia, byrley stands, | 
for Sampel Manheim. When they! 
folded houses in St. Paul, Chicago. | 
Milwaukee and Buffalo. Few friends | 
knew that after he retired from) 
show biz Scott turned author and 
sold detective stories to pulps under * 
six different pseudonyms. 
Survived bysmarried: daughter. 


HARRY B. BURTON 

Harry B. Burton, 70, former vaude 

| actor and more recently manager of} 
| theatres and vaude units, died after | 
| a heart attack in New York, May 18. | 
He had done a single for years and| 
later appeared with several part- 


'out as a 


appeared in 


(with Jackie Taylor), died May 19 | 
in Rockville Centre, L. I. 

Born in Palermo, Italy, he came to | 
the U. S. im 1897 and for some vears | 
led an orchestra in Chicago before | 


Lite 


rati 


coming to N. Y. He later branched 
composer, having done 
many songs, among them “Avalon,” 


“Fruit” Soeur In Michigan, Too | 
“Strange Fruit.” the novel banned 


“Whispering” and “Umbrella Man” a/in Boston, may hive a joust in Fed- 
trio which had record sales. He eral Court of Michigan to deter- 
was a member of ASCAP. mine if it will meet a similar ban. 
—— iThe Detroit police censor, Sgt. Her- 

ARTHUR RIGBY jbe Case, acting on complaints re- 


Arthur Rieby. 79. music hal] ana! ceived, visited the book stores and 
pantomime comedian, died public libraries to have them vol- 
don, April 17. juntarily remove the book trom sale 

For more than 40 years he had {|@nd@ circul: ion. He explained that 
sketchés, pantomimes| he wanted > avoid notoriety in the 
and revues, lately being musical | ™atter would boost the sales, 
comedy writer and producer. Sur- However, on meeting. opposition 
vived by widow, son and daughter. | both: from the public library, which 
cer. icirculates the book restricted to 
adults, and the Union Book Shop, 

WILLIAM 4. ALBAUGH maintained by the UAW-CIO. he ob- 

William A. Alvaugh, 74, booker of {ined a ruling from the prosecu- 

concert attractions in Baltimore, | office. The latter reported that 


in Lon- 


“Just | 


that he tried his hand at song- | 


Steers | 


ners, 


After retiring from the stage some, 
years ago Burton managed several | 
theatres for the Orpheum circuit in- 


| 

cluding Des Moines Seaitle. 
| After that he acquired a Keith) 
agenting franchise while an agent, 


/he married Virginia Rankin, also of 
, vaude, who survives him. 

He had recently managed the Bill 
Robinson vaude unit for Marty 
Forkins. 


MRS. NELLIE CHESTER 

Mrs. Nellie Chester, 83, founder of 
Pollard Lilliputian Opera Co., died 
May 18 at Manhattan Beach, Calif. 
Born in Tasmania of a_ theatrical 
family, Mrs. Chester organized an 
opera company of children ranging 
in age from 8 to 16 years, and toured 
ithe world during the quarter century 


before World War No, 1, doing rep- | 


ertoire of light opera. 

Among the children who toured 
with her were Daphne Pollard, Snub 
Pollard, William Bevan, Freddie Mc- 
Namara and Walter Catlett. 
| Survived by three sons, a daughter 
and® sister. 


AUBREY HYMAN 


Aubrey Hyman, 74, died in Lorsdon, | 


April 30. With his brothers, he 
opened first Music Hall circuit in 
South Africa in 1894, which is now 
controlled by I. W. Schlesinger. 
'Hyman was a director of Biocolor 


Picture Theatres, Ltd., which was 
the forerunner of present 
| Gaumont-British Co. He was con- | 


nected with original W. & F. Films 
and later with General Film Dis- 
| tributors, Ltd. 
Survived by 
| daughter. 


widow, son and 


FELIX BASCH 

Felix Basch, 55, film actor, died in 
|Los Angeles, May 17 in Cedars of 
| Lebanon hospital. After starting film 

‘areer in Vieflna and winning honors 
|in Berlin as a director and producer 
| for UFA, Basch went to Hollywood 
several years ago to work in Ameri- 
can productions. 

He played in numerous war pic- 
tures includiig “Chetniks,” “Desti- 
nation Unknown” and “Cross of 
Lorraine.” Survived by widow, Grete 
| Freund, former Viennese actress, 
and a son, in Army. 


JOHN G. SCOTT 
John G. Scott, 60, retired vaude 
performer and member of former 
| vaude team of Bissett and Scott, died 
| in Brooklyn, N. Y., May 14. 
| Scott and partner had been stand- 


ard act for years in vaude, playing | 


top circuits here and abroad. They 
| had also appeared in several musi- 
| cals and were with George ‘(Honey 
Boy) Evans in the Cohan and Har- 
ris Minstrels. 

Survived by widow, mother, two 
brothers and six sisters. 


IDA HOWELL 
Mrs. Wally Hupel, 76, comedienne 
known on the stage as Ida Howell, 
' died in Pert Orchard, Wash., May 
18. She was widely known as sing- 


| ing and dancing comedienne in the | 


90's, both in U. S. and Europe. Born 
in Indiana, she was a friend of the 
late George Ade, Irvin S. Cobb, 


George M. Cohan, Blanche Bates and | 


others in show biz and literati world. 
| Survived by husband, former cir- 
|} cus clown and animal trainer. 

| MOSS SAMUEL MYERS 
| Moss Samuel Myers, 76, director of 
| Associated Theatre Properties, died 
‘in London, May 5. He _ helped 
| finance Gaumont-British, aided in 
| popularizing Covent Garden Opera 
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tional Opera Company. He was a 
member of London Stock Exchange. 


VINCENT ROSE 
| Vincent Rose, 63, composer of pop 
songs and one-time band leader 


Survived by widow and daughter. | 


dropped dead while walking to 
ticket office May 20. 


business. He was a nephew of John 
W. Albaugh, who operated Albaugh’s 
theatre there in days of Booth, Bar- 
rett and others. A son survives. 


ARTHUR J. O'HARA 

Arthur J. O'Hara, 56, for the last 

nine years connected with circulation 

| department of “Variety,” died of a 

| heart attack on May 18 at his home 
‘in New York. 

| Funeral services were held from 

| his home Monday (22). Brother and 
sister survive. 

Clarence A. Fullerten, 75, theatre 
|a:chitect, died May 15 in ~ Mt. 
| Clemens, Mich. Designer of many 
' theatres he was, until retirement 10 
years ago, consulting architect for 
Fox Theatre Enterprises. 


William Thalberg, 76. father of 
Irving Thalberg, died May 12 in 
Hollywood. Formerly in the real es- 
tate business, he had been in re- 
tirement for several years. 

Bessie Wilcox Leonard, 50, wife of 
|Gene Leonara, radio actor, died at 
her home in White Plains N. Y., 
May 16. 


Mother of Vincent Youmans, com- 
| poser, died May 21 at Larchmont, 


his | 


Although spent a lifetime in shew | 


under Michigan law the book could 
ibe banned in the state without be- 
‘ing fully adjudged obscene. State 
law permits barring boks on a single 


| objectionable paragraph, phrase or 
leven. word. The police censor held 


that one four-letter word in the tome 
was sufficient to obtain a ruling, but 
decided to let a Circuit judge decide 
'the obscenity before taking legai 
action. 

Lait’s Coverage Despite Injury 

George Lait, INS correspondent in 
the So. Pacific, wh6 was a casualty 
during the African campaign, return- 
ing with leg wounds and fever after 
being decorated for bravery, was 
again irijured last week but was able 
to send a crack action ‘story, which 
appeared in the N. Y. Mirror Mon- 
day (22). He went ashore at Wake 
Island with the first wave of landing 
infantry under fire and went forward 
against machine-gun attack. 

A sniper’s bullet struck a steel 
drum upon which he was resting and 
a piece of metal was imbedded in 
Lait’s palm. However he assisted a 
wounded non-com back to a dress- 
ing station. 


Bob Hope's Beok Soon Due 
“I Never Left. Home” starts rolling 


at $2, with 50.000 the first print or- 
der. Dedicated “from BH to GI,” 


N. Y..Survived by son, daughter and 
brother. 

John Lockert, 45, film editer for | 
/ 12 years at RKO, died May 14 in! 
Holly wood. 


| L. W. Zimmerman, 44. AGVA rep- 
resentative, died May 22 in Holly- 
/ wood. Survived by widow. 


MARRIAGES 


Evelyn Lucas to Stanley Ross, Chi- 
cago, May 16. Groom is member of 
| the Lowe, Hite and Stanley act. 

Elizabeth Milis to Cal. Kuhl, May 
18, Los Angeles. Bride is secretary 
to Milton Biow in New York: groom 


producer of Biow agency. 
Ann Corio to Bob Williams, En- 
senada, Mexico, April 20. Bride is 


the burlesque and screen player; 


Pepsodent 


Hope’s book treats with his overseas 
tntertainment in humorous vein, 
save for the one serious intro. Car- 
roll Carroll, the radio scripter, as- 
sisted Hope in the general editing 
but it’s otherwise not ghosted. 

Hope’s previous literary effusion, 
a comedy autobiog, “They Got Me 
Covered,” was a 10c giveaway with 
boxtop, and 3,000,000 
copies went that way via his radio 
sponsor. King Features syndicafed 
it, and the couple of thousand from 
that source went to Army & Navy 
Relief. Hope is donating the new 
book’s income to the National Wai 
Fund. 


In Memoriam: Max Brard 
Frederick Faust, the war corre- 
spondent for Harper's mag, killed 
recently in Italy with the U. S. in- 
fantry, had returned to a land where 
he had lived 15 years and was con- 


| groom is in vaude. 
Paulette Goddard to Capt. Burgess | 


Meredith, Beverly Hills, May 21.| 
Bride is the film star; groom was a} 
screen actor before joining the} 
Army. 


Lillian Koch to Tommy Lee, Pitts- | 
burgh, May 13. Groom is 
of Perry theatre, Pitt. 

Elly Carras to Leen Velas, Park- 
ersburg. W. Va., May 1. Groom is 
brother of Chris Velas, circuit eper- 
ator, and manager of houses in York- 
ville and Bridgeport, O. 

Joan Ritter to Ensign S. D. Mad- 
doch, Jr., Fort Lauderdale, May 20. | 
Bride is secretary to Lawson Payn- | 
ter, McCann-Erickson radio execu- | 
tive. 

Catherine Jordan to Dr. Adrian 
Goodman in Santa Barbara, Cal., to- 


manager 


_ 


morrow (25). Bride is daughter of 
Jim and Molly Jordan ‘Fibber! 
McGee & Molly). | 

Doris Gwin to Lt. (jg) William, 


Townsend in Dallas, recently. Bride 
| is secretary to C!yde Rembert, man- 
ager of KRLD. 

Velma Boyce to Ray Collins, re- 
cently in Dallas, Texas. Bride is 
secretary to Martin Campbell, man- 
aging director of WBAP-KGKO- 
WFAA Dallas-Fort Worth; groom 
technical supervisor of the stations, 
‘now on leave to the army at the 
Radio Research Laboratorjes’ at 
| Harvard. 

Eden Ry] Dexter to Evan Aiken, 
New York, May 22. Bride is legit 
and radio actress; groom is sax play- 


| originally an honor 


versant with its language and 
toms while writing western thrillers 
for the American pulps. Writing 
under the nom de plume of Max 
Brand, as well as other monickers, 
he wrote over 150 book-length serials 
for the Munsey mags, Street & Smith 
and other chains. He could write 
65,000 words in two weeks. Never 
courted publicity but was more pro- 
lific than Edgar Wallace, who was 
famous for his output. 

Faust had returned to this country 
before the war and was responsible 
for the “Dr. Kildare” series on radio, 
in film. magazine and book. He 
student at U. of 


cus- 


Was 


QOalifornia, where his writing talent 
was recognized. To the surprise of 
the English professors, instead of a 


highbrow output he turned to the 
lowly pulps and made plenty from 
them, turning out literally millions 
ef words at good rates. 

Before the war his western novels 
were very popular in Italy. signed 


“Max Brand, Roman,” perhaps be- 
cause he lived in Rome for a long 
period. 
Checking Mizner on Cohan 

magl2 eved subscribers from L.A. 
to Opelika (Ala.). are disputing 
John Wustach on his anecdote in a 
recent issve of “Variety” anent Wil- 
con Mizner gifting George M. Cohan 
with the title for a song, “The 
Sucker Is the Wise Guy After All.” 

Writers point out that Cohan never 
wrote a song with that title. (A 


with Les Brown’s ¢rch. 

Bette Yoder to Pvt. Sam Main, 
New York, May 19. Groom is legit 
actor. 


, check of the Cohan song catalog 
| proves “het’s so.) Instead, there was 
|a song of similar title and implica- 


jiion, cal’ed “I'd Rather Be @ Lobster 


off the Simon & Schuster presses in | 
i in the $1 edition first, and later 


Than a Wise Guy,” written in 1907 


|; by Ed Madden to music by Ted 
| Morse. A recitative number, it was 
sung by Hal Merritt in Yorke & 


\dams’ show, “Playing the Pon:es,” 
at Circe theatre, N. Y., that ‘year, 
Seavers Authology 
Edwin Seaver’s 350,000 word col- 
lection of new American writing, 
“Cross-Section,” will be published 
May 29. Book co:tains 6 novelettes, 
17 short stories, 2 full-lensth plays, 
a critieal essay and 26 poeins, none 
ever published before. 
Fadiman’s N. Y. Visit 
William J, Fadiman, scenarie ed- 
itor at Metro, arrived in New York 
from the Coast early this week for a 
stay ef around two weeks. 
Will diseuss story properties while 
east. 


CHATTER 

Renee deF. McCormick summering 
at Fire Island. 

Neel F. Busch to the Asiatic war 
theatre for Life. 

Lloyd C. Douglas gets into N. Y. 
this week from the Coast. 

Jessyca Russell now N. Y. ed for 
“Magazine Digest” of To: onto. 

Harold Ross of New Yorker said 
to be writing autobiog but no pub- 
lisher as yet chosen. 

Sidney Carroll leaving his Holly- 
woed run to cover the South Pacifie 
war sector for Coronet and Esquire 
mags. 

John Wilstach sold new serial 
about Nestradamus and Paris of his 
time, “Secret Brotherhod,”’ to Amer- 
ican Astrolegy. 

Beok of best cartoon. from pages 
of Satevepest, selected by Marione 
Derrickson, associate editor of that 
mag, due from Whittlesey in the fall. 
Phyllis Fraser ‘Mrs. Bennett Cerf) 
co-edited with Herbert A. Wise, 
“Great Tales of Terror and the Su- 
pernatural,” which her husband's 
5 Gre, Randem House, publishes. 


|| Minority Rights 


holdings, with coin being turnec 
ever to Loew’s in London in pounds 
sterling. Rank, from accounts held 
out for two-thirds of the Loew's 
holdings, which he bought, while 
20th beught one-third, or approxi- 
mately 8% of the total vutstanding, 
though at one time it appeared that 
20th and Rank wouid divide the 
Loew’s heldings evenly. 

Arriving in New York over the 
past weekend by Clipper after 14 
weeks in London, Skouras was ac- 
companied by Francis Harley, 20th- 
| Fox managing director in England. 

As previously reported, 20th is 
slated to provide physical distribu- 
tien facilities for Eagle-Lion Films, 
Rank’s U.S. subsid headed by Arthur 
W. Kelly. Gaumont-British many 
years ago had a similar dea) for the 
uge of Fox exchanges in the U. S. 

In addition to the stock and ex- 
change facilities deals, understood 
that 20th-Fox is to produce four pic- 
tures in England (Rank previding 
the facilities), two of these pictures 
to be distributed by 20th in England 
while two will be distributed by 
RKagle-Lion in the U. S. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Al St. Hilaire. daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, May 16. Father is 
photographer at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Schanerm sen, 
New York, May 19. Father is with 
20th-Fex art department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred E. Pennell. son 


May 14, Detroit. Father is business 
manager of Allied Theatres of Mihi- 
gan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Stacey, son, 
Hollywood, May 17. Mother is the 
former Frances Stinnette, of the 
| films; father is a unit manager 4t 
Warners, 


Mr. and Mrs. Dan Thomas, 
Pasadena, May 20. Father is head of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency radio ce- 
| partment on West Coast. 
| Mr. amd Mrs. Graham Wehn, 
| 


daughter, New York, May 20. Father 
is in Warner Bros. h.o. publicity ce- 
partment, 

Lt. and Mrs. Sheldon Kaplan, son, 
New Rochelle, N. Y.. May 22. 
Father was former assistant to Lecn 
Lauderstein, legal advi:er to WOR- 
Mutual; mother former Helene Bur- 
|ton, commercial writer for Young & 
, Rubicam agency. 
|. Pvt. and Mrs. James Farrell, son, 
'New York, May 21. Father is 
lactor with “This Is the Army” 
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LULU BATES 


SINGING STAR OF 


YOUR ALL-TIME HIT PARADE 
WEAF — NBC 
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